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LEONIDAS. 

BOOK VIL 



THB ABGU1CENT« 

Hegistias delivers Melissa's message to Leonidas. Medon, bef 
brolher, conducts him to the Temple. She furnishes Leooi- 
das with the means of executing a design be had premedita- 
ted to annoy the enemy. " They are joined by a body of ma- 
riners under the command of Ji^s€bylas, a celebrated poet 
and warrior among the Athenians. Leonidas takes the neces- 
sary measurt3s ; and, observing, from a summit of CEta, the 
motions of the Persian army, expects another attack : this is 
renewed with great violence by llyperanthes, Abrocomes, 
and the principal PersiaQ leaders, at the head of some chosea 
troops. 
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LEONIDAS/ 



BOOK VJI. 

M EGISTIA9, arging to unwonted speed 

His 9ged steps, by Ditbyrambus charged 

With aage-Melis^a's wordB|.liad now rqoin'd . 

The king of Lacedaemon, , At his side 

Was Maron posted, watchful to receive 

His high injunctions. In the rear they stood , 

Behind two thousand Locrians, deep.array'd 

By warhke Medon, from Oilens sprang. 

Iieonidas to.thein his anxious mind 

Was thus disclosing — * Medon, Maron, hear. 

From this low rampart my exploring eye 

But half commands the action, yet liath mark'd 

Enough for. caution. Yon barbarian camp, 

Immensci eximustless, deluging the ground 

With myriads still o'erflowing, may consume. 

By endless numbers and unceasing toil, 

The Grecian strengtli. Not marble is our flesh, 

Nor adamant our sinews. Silvan powers! . « 

Who dwell on (£ta, your superior aid 

We must solicit Your stupendous cUffs, 

In those loose rocks and branchless trunks, contaim 

More fell annoyance than the arm of man.' 

HLe ended ; when Megistias — ^ Virtuous kingy 
Melia^ priestess of tte tunefi^ nip^y , 
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8 hEOHWAS. Book 7. 

By tbeir bebestSy invites thy taomvr'd fitet 

To her cliaste dwelling, seated on that hill. 
To conference of high import she calls 
Thee, first of Grecians.' Medon interpoft'd— 

^ She is my sister. Justice rules her way» 
With piety and wisdom. To her voice 
The nations ronnd give ear. The Moses breathe 
Their inspiration through her spotless soul. 
Which borders on divinity. She calls 
On tliee. O, truly sty I'd the first of Greeks, 
Regard her ■call! Yon cliffy prelecting bead 
To thy discmmieot virill ifibrd a scope 
More full, more ceitain ; thence thy skilful eye 
Will best direct the fight.' Melissa's shre 
Was ever present to the king in thought, 
Who thus to Medon—* Lead, Oi'leus' s<m : 
Before the daughter of Oiiens place 
My willing feet/ Tlicy haiften to (he Cave. 
Megistias, Maron, follow. Through the rock 
Leonidas, ascending to the fane, 
Rose, like the god of morning from the cell 
Of night, when, shedding cheerfulness and day 
On hill and vale, embfau^ with dewy gems, 
JHfe gladdens nature. Lacedsemon^s Ung, 
Majestically graceful and serene. 
Dispels the rigour in that solemn seat 
Of holy sequestration. On the face 
Of pensive^'d religion raptnre glCM, 
In admiration of the godlike man. 
Advanc'd Melissa. He her proifer'd hand, 
In hoc, in purity, like snow, receiv'd. 
A heaven-illumin*d dignity of look 
On him she fix*d. Rever'd by all, she spake— 

< Hail, chirf of men! aelteted by the godft 
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This hour allows no paase/ She leads the kiDg^ 
' With Medon, Maron, and Megistias, down • 
A slope, decliniug to the mossy verge 
Which teraiiMfeeB tte nMv^ While tteypM 
She thus proceab— ^ These mferhie mafises view. 
Which lie dispersed around you. They weHJ hewn 
From yonder quarry. Note those pondrons beams^ 
The silvan olfspring of that hill. With these, 
At my request) the* Amphictyons^ 4tWk their seat 
Of genetal eoimcil» piomiy decreed 
To raise a domei the i^iftamml of Greece^ 
Observe those withered firs, those mouldehiig oaks, 
Down that declivity, half-rooted, bent, 
Inviting human force. Then look below, 
there lies Itiermopyte.' — * I see^ (exclahm 
The hIgli-coBoeiving hero :) I recsl 
Thy father^ words and ftreoast* He pl^sag'd 
I should not find his daughter's counsel vain. 
He, to accomplish what thy wisdom plans, 
Hath amplest means supplied. Go, Medon, brti^ 
Thc) thomnd petssnts^ firetti the' Oilean vale 
Detach'd/ Their leader^ Melibieiis, tiring. 
Fly, Maron. Every instrument provide 
To fell the trees, to drag the massy beams, 
To lift the broad-hewn fVagments.' — ^ Are not these 
For sacred use reserved? (Megistias said :) 
Can thes« be^lded hythe hand of Mars 
\lHthont poMntion? In a solemn tone 
The priestess answered—* Reverend man, who 
bcar*st 

Pontific wreaths, and then, great captain, hear ! 
Forbear to think that my nnprompted mind, 
Cahnandaeqwstet^i&yeUgien'spejm ^ 
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LE0NIDA8. 



Book 7# 



Cooid have dem'd a stratagem of war f 
Or^ aopennitted) coald resign to- Mars * 

These rich materials, gathered to restore, 

In strength and splendour, yon decrepit walls/- 

And that time-shaken rooC Rejecting sleep* , 

Last night I lay, contriving swift revenge 

On these Barbarians, whose career proAne • 

OWtams the Grecian temples, and devotos 

Their lioly bowers to flames. I left my couch . 

Long ere the sun his orient gates unbarr'd. 

Beneath yon beach my pensive head reclin'di* 

The ri vnletS) the fonntains* warbling round^ 

Attracted sinmber. In a dream I saw 

Calliop^. Her sisters, all with harps, 

Were rang'd around her ; as their Parian forms 

Show in the temple. Dost thou sleep? (shesajid;) 

Melissa, dost thon sleep? The barbarous host . 

Approaehes Greece. The first of Grecians comes^ . 

By death to vanquish. Priestess, let him hurl 

These marble heaps, these consecrated beams^ 

Our fane itself^ to crush the impious ranks« 

The hero summon to onr sacred 

Reveal the promi^d ^ncGonr. . Ail is due 

To liberty against a tyrants pride^*^ 

She stmcl^ her shell. In concert full replied ' 

The sister lyres. Leonidas they sung, 

In every note and dialect yet known, 

In measures new, in language yet to come.' 

She finish d« Then Mcgistias-^-' Dear to Heav'ny 
By nations hononi^d, and, in towering thought, 
O'er either sex pre-eminent, thy words 
To me, a soldier and a priest, suffice. 
I hesitate no longer.' But tbe l^ingf 

Wrapt in ecstatic cont^plationf stood^ 
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Revolving deep an answer, which might suit 
His dignity and ber's. At lengh he spake-^* 
* Not LBcedflemon's whole collected state 
Of senate, people, ephori, and kings ; 
Not the Amphictyons, whose convention holds 
The nniversal majesty of Greece, 
E'er drew such reverence as thy single fonD^ 

0 ali-snrpassing woman ! worthy child ' 
Of time-reno^d Oileoal In tfagr voice 

1 hear the goddess lAberty^ I see. 
In thy sublimity of look and port, 

That daughter bright of Eieutheriau Jove, 
Me thou hast prais'd. My conscious spirit feel» 
That not to trimnph in thy virtoons pndse 
Were want of virtne. Yet^ innstriooB dam^ 
Were I assur'd that oracles delude ; 
That, unavailing, I shodld spill my blood } 
That all the Muses of subjected Greece 
Hereafter would be silent, and my name 
Be ne'er trammitted to recordmg time; 
There is in Virtue, for her sake alone^ 
What should uphold my resolution firm. 
My country's laws I never would survive.* 

Mov'd at his words, reflecting on his fate. 
She had relaxed her dignitf of mind, 
Had snok in aadneas ; bnt her brother's helm 
Before her beams* Relnmhiing her night, ' 
He through the cave, like Hesperus, ascends,^' 
The* Oilean hinds conducting, to atchieve 
The enterprise she counsels. Now her ear 
Is pierc'd by notes, shrill sonnding from the vault.^ 
Upstarts a different band, alert and light, 
Athenian sailors. Long and separate files 
Of lusty shoulders^ eas'd by union, bear 
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Thick f well-compkcted ixMot, wont to tbmve 

The reetiff anchor. To a naval pipe^ 

As if one soul invigorated all, 

And all compot'lloiie hody^ they bad trod 

In ei|nil pam^ ^onqr, yat unbroke^ 

Thronghont their pmage. 6t> the spiral aliaa^ 

Of some portentous serpent, whom tlie heats 

Of Libya breed, indissoiubiy knit, 

But flexible^ aoroea the sandy plain, 

Or up the monntaiii^ draivaMa qtettad lengthy 

Or where a windiagteftoavtlion leads 

Through fod^atibmpt and wiM. Of stalmia^gei 

Inarms, which sliow'd simplicity of strength. 

No decoration of redundant art, 

With sable horse-hair floating down his hack, 

A warrior mom behind. i^mpOBM m i^Stf. 

Austerely grave and tfaanghtfU^ oB bhiimUL 

The democratic majesty he bore 

Of Athens. Carv*d in emblematic brass^ 

Her image stood, with Pallas by her side. 

And trampled ooder each viotorioBft fdot 

A regal crown; one Peman, mesma^ 

By her own tyrants, m the welKfeught pkuD 

Of Marathon confounded. He commands 

These future guardians of their country's weal. 

Of general Greece the bulwarks* Their iiigbdeadi 

From Artemisimn, from the' empvpled'sborea 

Of Salaitais, Renown Aall echo wide) 

Shall tell posterity, in hitett tines, 

That naval fortitade contronis the world ! 

Swift Maron, following, brincfs a vigorous band 

Of Helots. Every instrament they wieid 

To delve, to hevr^ to taeaxre; and, j ie tiva > kat 

BonndsHefibcw^vigijtaitttai^ J 
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The tardy forward. To Laconia's king 
Advanced the' Athenian leader^ aad begau*^ 
' Thou godlikift ruler of £ui«ita0» hail i 

The admiml of Alliens, imndao^ 

By public ehoiee^ the squadron of my tribe^ 
And JSachylus am cali'd. Oar cliief hath ^Wn 
Three daya to f^kxryi on Eubcea's coast, 
Whose pronuailortea almost rise to meet 
Thy kenifroift-ffila^ottA^ Thi^mtnitagsaiir ' 
The wcmM Am^ (mm Avtenmim dm'n» 
Leave their disabled ships, and floating wrecks. 
For Grecian trophies. When the fight was clQS'd 
I was detaeh'd to hiiDg the' aqspidoqa news. 
To b$A thee wekome^ Foirtnnate, my Iseek 
Hatb swiftly bmiML Jtoyfiil I cfwem 
In thy attempt. Apprised by yonder chiefa, 
Who met me landing, instant from the sbipa 
A thousand galiant mariners I drew, 
Wtio till tiie aettiBg son shall lend Iheiv teik? 

^ ThciuitMleft aad thn acoept aov faei^^ 
(Leonids fepHed; and closely straiB*d 
The brave, the leam'd Athenian to hia Uteast ;) 
To envy is ignoble; to admire 
The' activity of Athens will become 
A king of ^Murla, who^ lito thee» eopdcma'd 
Bis GOOD try's deth.. B«l Sparta Mnrk^iiiiMt 
Thou shalt commends BeMd me, slattou^d: h^t 
To watch the wild vicissitudes of war. 
Direct the course of slaughter. To this po^; 
By that superior woman I was call'd. 
By Umg prodaol^ fight lest ftiattng CkeeMCt 
Should yisU^MtiWDriiei'd, my euligfalen^ soiil 
Througl^ heri whoya heaven enlightens^ hatli d€Yis*d 
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To whelm the numerous^ persevering foe 

In hideous death, and ai^oalize the day 

With horrors new to war. The Muses prompt 

The bright atcfaievement. Iioi fiwrn AthmsBinilea 

Minerva too. Her swift, auspidous aid 

In thee we find, and these, an aneieot lace, 

By her and Neptune cherish'd.' Straight he meets 

The gallant train ; majestic, with bis arms ' ^ 

Oatstretcb^dy in this aiqplanding strain he spake — 

^ O liberal people, earliest antfd, to shield 
Not your own Athens more than general Chwee^ 
You best deserve her gratitude. Her praise ' 
Will rank you foremost on the rolls of fame.* 

They hear, they gase, revering and reverd« 
Fresh minibers muster, rushing finom the UUs, 
The thickets round. Melissa, pomting, spab 

* I am their leader. Natives of the hills 







Ml 





To join yon warriors. Vassals these, not mine; 
But of the Muses, and their halloWd lawsy - 

Administer d by me. Their patient hands 
Make culture smile, where Nature seems to chidej 
Nor wanting my mstnictions, or my prayers, 
FertiUty they scatter, by their toil. 
Around tfiis aged temple's wild domain* 
Is Melibceus here i Thon fence secnve 
To old Oileus from the cares of time. 
Thrice art thou welcome ! Useful, wise, belov^d^ 
Where'er thou sojournest, on CEta knowUi 
As oft the bounty of a lather's loire 
Thou on Melissa^ solitude dost p 
Be thou director of these mountahi-hinds 1* 
The* important labour^ to inspiring airs^ 
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Ba9k 7. ^ LEOKIMS. 15 

From flutes and harps, in symphony^ with bymns 
Of holy virgins, ardent all perform, 
In bands divided under different chieft. 
Huge timbeny blocks of marble^ ta remove 
They firat attempted ; then assembled stones, 
Loose in their beds, and withered trunks, uptom 
By tempests ; next, dismernber'd from the rock, 
Broad, nigged fragments^ fromthemountainshew'd 
Their venerable firs and aged oaks^ 
Whicb,'Of their branches by the lightning bai^d, 
Presented still against the blasting flame 
Their hoary pride, unshaken. These the Greeks, 
9ttt chief the' Athenian mariners, to force 
Uniting skill with massy levers heave^ 
With strong knit cables drag; till, now disposed 
Where great- Leomdas appoints, the piles 
Nod o'er tlie Straits. This new and sudden scene 
Might lift imagination to belief 
That Orpheus and Amphion from their beds 
Of ever^blooQung asphodel had heard 
The Muses call ; had broiq^t their ftbled b«ps, 
At whose mellifluent charm once more the trees 
Had burst their flbrous bands, and marbles leap'd 
In rapid motion from the qoarry*s womb^ 
That day to follow harmony^ in aid 
Of generoos valoar« Fancy mi^t discern 
Cendean Thetis, from her coraUgrot 
Emerging, seated on her pearly car, 
With Nereids, floating on the surge below, 
To view, in wonder, from tiie Malian bay 
The attic sons (ot Neptone, who forsook 
Their wooden waHs to range tiie' CEtSBan crags, 
To rend the/orest, and disjoin the rocks. 
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Meantime, aUundred sheep iMCcslaia. Their iimhs 
From burning piles fume grateful. Bounty spiBeads 
A decent bpacd*. Simplicity aUbeocto. 

Then the pcmteMr--^ hm§mAmmg Chteft t 
Your ^orta^ now %ecQmpKsb*d^ nqr miaik 

Refection, due to this bard-lahour'd train^ 
Due to yourselves.' Her hospitable smiie 
Wins heic w^-cbom guests, LiacG«ia'%ktfig^ . 
Her brother, Mnron^-Sschylus dinMi 

With AoMmiiia*8 priest Her fint mmsiwfe 

To Melibceus, sednloos and blithe, 
Distrihiite plenty througii the loUing crowd. 
Then, screeu'd beneath close umbrage of an oak^ 
Each care-diy^ed cMef the banquet abaresb . 

Coolb«ettNis, irii iiifiwiigj flulteg in ^ tamts^ 
Whose verdare^ peo^t in an mh^ refMl 

The westering sun's hot glare^ Favoniui^ blaiui. 
His breath impregnates with exhahng sweets 
From i}ow^ beds, whose scented clust^:^^ deck 
The gleaming jimI Uk £ast by » bsarnkt^ 
Iq^ lioi^pid bluest nntwe steps 
Attunes bis <r^dence to sonorous strings, 
And liquid a^QQ^ts of Melissa's maids* 
The floating air in oo^ki^dy respires. 
A rapture mingles iB the calm repast 

Uprises iSsehrlat^ AgoWelAyA 

He grasps — To those dhdnilifiA who Amifc 

In yonder tempted thi3 Ubalion first ; 

To thee, benignant hostess, next I pour ; 

Then to thy fi^me, Lcionidas i' he saidb 

His breast, withgiowing hoft distended, psomptt 

His eftgcyr hnnA ^ wbo«n espisgwrfisig» 

One of 4iA lACgios cec^ her ss^eredlyce* 
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Their choral song complacency restrains. 
The aoul of miisacy barsting fir om^iiis touchy 
At ooce gives birtii to aeotinient ndbluie^ * 

* O Hereiries wai P^nms ! (he began) 
Star-spangled twins of Leda, and the rest 
Of Jove*s immediate seed, your splendid actf 
Mankiiid protected while the race was riftde^ 
Wiiile o*eff the earlh'a uncirilii^d extent 
The MMge caoattejr aod tiie rfiffi«D sway*^. 
More savage atiK No poKegr, nor bvwa. 
Had fram'd societies. By single strength 
A sinf^le ruffian or a monster fell. 
The legislator rose. There lights in Greece^ 
Lycorgns, Solen, and ZateaeiUy hha^d* 
Then, aobstilotfttg wiadtom, Jeve, profiiae 
Of his own blood no longer, gave us more 
In discipline and manners, which can fo>rai - 
A hero like Leonidas, than all 
The go^'begolten progeny before* 
The pupils ne&t of ^ Solan daim the nmser 
Soimd yonr hoarse eoBchs, ye Tritons f YM'6eM<i 
The Atlantean shape of vslaughter wade , 
Through yonr astonished deeps, his purple arm 
Uplifting high before tlie^ Athenian line. 
Yon saw brt^ Conquest^ ridilig on the gale 
Winch sweird their saw Terror at thW hetaw^ 
To guide their brazen beaks on Asia's pride : 
Her adamantine {grapple from their deck^ 
Fate tlirewy and ruin on the hostile fleet 
Inextricably ^ten'd. Soond, ye ^mplis 
Of OSta's moontainsi of lier woods and siMiaw^ 
Who honrty witness to Meliiasfs wor^. 
Ye Oreads, Dryads, Naiads, sound her praUi? J 
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Proclaim Zalencus by his dangliter grac*d, 
like Salon and licnrgns by their sons.' 

Laeonia'^liero^ and the priestefls^ bow'd 
Their foreheads gratefU to thelwrd sidblirae. 
She, rising, takes the word—* More sweet thy lyre 
To friendship's ear than terrible to foes 
Thy spear in battle, though the keenest pohit 
' Which ever pierc'd Barbarians. Close we here . 
Hie song andbanqnet Itokl a distant din 
From Asia's camp requires iroinedfaite care/ 

She leads. Along the rocky verge they pass. 
In calm delight, Leonidas snrveys 
All in the order which he last assigned. 
As o'er Thermopyl» beneath be cast 
A wary look. The moontain's forttiest m% 
Now reached, Melissa to the king began-— 

* Observe that space below, dispersed in dales. 
In hollows, vrinding through dissever'd rocks. 
The slender ontlef , screened by yonder shrubs. 
Leads to the pass. There stalely^ to my view 
The martial queen of Caria, yester smi 
Descending show'd. Her loudly I reprov'd. 
But she, devoted to the Persian king. 
In ambush there preserved his flying host. 
She last retreated i bnt, retreating, prov*d 
Her valour eqnat to a better canse» 
Again I see the heroine approach/ 

Megistias then — * I see a powerful ami, 
Sustaining firm the large, emblazon'd shield, 
Which, fashion'd fint in Caria, we have learo'd . 
To imitate in Greece. SaUime^ hxsr port 
Bespeaks a mighty spirit. Priestesft, look. 
An act of piety she now performs, 
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Directing those, perhaps her Carian band. 
To bear dead brethren from the bloody field. : 
Among the boraemen an esuUted form. 
Like DemaimtnSy atrikes my searching eye. 
To me^ recalling his tnuMcenclent rank 
In Sparta once, he seems a languid sun^ 
Wliich dimly sinks in exhalations dark, 
Enveloping his radiance.' While he spake^ 
Intent on martial duty, Medon views. 
The dangerous tUcket ; Laceds&mon'^ chief^ 
Aronnd the region his considerate eye 
Extending, marks each movement of the foe. 

The' imperial Persian, from his lofty car, 
Had^in the morning's early conflict, seen 
His vanquished army ponring from the straita . 
Back to theur tents, and o'er his camp disper^d 
In consternation; as a river bursts 
Impetuous from his fountain, then enlarged, 
Spreads a dead surface o'er some level marsh. 
The^ astonish'd king thrice started from his seat; 
Shame^ fear, and indignatioii rent his breast; 
As rain irresistible vrere near 
To overwhelm his millions. * Haste ! (he called 
To Hypei-anthes) haste and meet the Greeks* * 
Their daring rage, their insolence, repel. 
From such dishonour vindicate our mime.' 

His royal brother through .the* extensive camp 
Obedient mov*d. Deliberate and brave, 
Each active prince, from every tent remote. 
The hardiest troops, he summoned. Caria*s queen. 
To Hyperanthes bound by firm esteem 
Of worthy nnrivall'd in tl^e Persian court, 
in solemn pace vras now returning slow , 
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Before a band, transporting fiom the field 
Their slain companions to the sandy beach. 
She stopt, and thm addresa'd iiim^s — * Leara, O 

Fromone whose wiafaesm* thy merit wsit^ ' 
The only rnesns 1» bind thy gallant brow 

In fairest wreaths. To break the Grecian line 
In vain ye struggle, unarray'd and lax, 
Depriv'd of imion. Try to torni one- band 
In ordct^d lanksi and emnlate tbe foe. 
Nor to secure a tticket nmt the pass 
Forget* Selected numbers station there. 
Farewell, young hero ! May thy fortune prove 
Unlike to mine. Had Asia's millions spar'd 
One myriad to snstain me^ none had seen 
Me qnit tbe dengeroos contest Bat tbe bead 
Of base Argestes oil some fiitove day 
Shall feel my treasured vengeance. From the fleet 
I only stay til! burial-rites are paid 
To these dead Carians. On tiiis iatal strand 
May Arlemisia'a grief appease yonv ghosts, 
My faithfiil subjects, saerifie^d in vaim*- 
The hero grateful and respectful heard 
What soon his warmth neglected, at the sight 
Of spears which flamed innumerable roonct 
Beyond the rest in lostre was a band) 
The satdliles of Xerxes. Theyibteook 
Their constant orbit ronnd the* imperial throne 
At this dread crisis. To a myriad fix'd, 
From their unchanging number they deriv'd 
The title of immortals. Light their speais^ 
Set in pomegransstes of reftiigent gold, * 
Or bpniish*!! dNreri were the sleii^ Madea» 
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Magniticent md stately were the ranks. 
The prinee^ wbmmSb^iTM 

^ In tw9idivieioiia ]Nnt your mMber^ Cbie& 
One will I lead to onset. In my ranks 
AbroComes, Hydames^ shall advance, 
Pandates, M Indus, Intaphernes brave, 
To wrest this abort-liv'd victory from Greece. 
Thoo^ . Abraitoles, by iSoMruiet joiii'd , 
Orontes nd HwmWf kisep the mst 
From action. Future succour they must lend. 
Should envious late exhaust our numerous files; 
For, O pore Mithra ! may thy radiant eye 
Ne*er see iis^ ^Mdiog to ignoble fl^it^ 
The Purrian sme titeboneim May tiie aets 
Of onr renown'd progenitors, who, led 
By Cyrus, gave one monarch to the east. 
In us revive. O think, ye Persian lords ! 
What endtess infiHBy ^iU Mast your names^ 
Shonld Greeee^iimtnanw p<N^on4if ibeMrthf 
Year powor defy ; when Babylon hath lofverU 
Her towering crest; when Lydia's pride is queird 
In Croesus vanquished ; when her empire lost 
Ecbatana deplores. Ye chosen guard, 
Your king's immerlal bnlwark^ O reflect 
H^ial de^'IbMi 3PoiirMp9rior#wofdslie ciaimst 
You share his largest bounty. To your faith^ 
Your constancy and prowess, he commits 
His throne, his person, and this day his fame !' 

They iwave their banners, blazing in the sun. 
Who then three hours toward Hespems had driv^ 
From his meridian height. Amid their shonts 
The hoarse-resounding billows are not heard, 
Of different nations, and in different garb| 
Joniime;roQS and varid^ Uke the siiells 
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By restless Thetis scattered on the beach 
O'er which they trod, tlie multitude advanced. 
Straight by. Leonidas descried. The van 
Abrocomes and Hyperanthesled, 
Pandates, Mindos. Violent their march ' 
Sweeps down the rocky, hollow-sounding pass* 
So, where the* unequal globe in mountains swells^ 
A torrent rolls his thundmog surge between 
The steep-erected diffs ; tamidtaoas dash 
The waters, bursting on the pointed crags ; 
The valley roars ; the marble channel foams. 
The' undaimted Greeks immoveable withstand 
The dire enqoonter* Soon the' impetuous shock 
Of thoosands and of myriads sfaid£es the gomid. 
Stupendons seene of terror I Under UHs, 
Whose sides balf-arcliiDg o'er the hosts project. 
The unabating fortitude of Greece 
Maintains her line; the' untrain'd Barbarians charge 
In savage fury. With inverted trunks. 
Or bent obliquely frmn the shagged ridge. 
The silvan horrors overshade the fight 
The clanging tnimp, the crash of mingled spears, 
The groan of death, and war's discordant shouts, 
Alarm the echoes in their neighbouring caves; 
Woods, cUft|and shores,fetaro the dreadfn) sound. 
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THB ARGUMENT^, 

li^'p^anthes discontinaing the fight wbile he wails for rein- 
furcementSi Teribazns (a P( rsinn remarkable for his merit and 
learning, and bi^jhly beloved l^y Hyperanlhes, b«t anhappy 
in \m pa99iun for Ariana, a daughter of Darius) advances 
from iht rest ot liie army to the rescue of a friend In <ii*trejs, 
who lay wounded en the field of battle. Tenbazus U at« 
tacked by DiopbautDs, the Mantineani whom he overcomes; 
then, engaging with Dithyrani))us, is himself slain. liy)K'- 
rantlies hastens to his succoui. A general battle ensues^ 
^'here Diomedon distinguishes hig valour. I^Iypcranthes and 
Abrocomes, partly by tlieir own efforts, and partly by the 
perfidy of the Hiebans, who dexert the line, being on the 
point or forcing the Grecians, are repulsed by the Lacedae- 
luonians. Hyperanihes composes a select body out of the 
Persian standing forces, and, malcing an improvement in their 
discipline, renews the attack ; npon which Leooldas changes 
llie dispositiQn of bis army. liyperanlbei and tbe ablest Per* 
alan i^eiierals are driven out of the field, and several thou* 
aands of the BarbariiAS^ ^inBOimraialied in Uie pass^ are cii»» 
^i^el^ desirojred. 
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Amid Ihe.vaD of Pcwa was a youths 
Nam'd Teribaeos: not for golden stores^ 
Not for wide pastures, traversed o'er by lierds, 
By fleece-abounding sheep, or generous steeds* 
Nor yet for power, nor apleadid honottrSi fiua'cU 
JlUcb waa fais noted is every art divine ; 
Through evei7 patb of science had he walk'd^ 
The votary of wisdom. In the years 
When tender down invests the ruddy check, 
He with the JMLagi turn'd the hallow'd page 
Of Zoroastres. * TJien his tovvering thoughts . 
Hi|^ en llie plmnesk-of cootemplation soar'd. 
He, from the lofty Babylontan fane^ 
With learned Chaldaeans trac'd the heavenly sphere ; 
There number'd o'er the vivid fires which gleam 
On night's betpaogied bosom. Nor unheard 
Were Indian sages^from seqnesleifd bowers. 
While on the banks of Oangea they disclosed 
Tiie powers of nature, whether in tlie woods, 
Tiie fruitful glebe or flower, tlie healing plani, • 
The limpid waters, or tlie ambient air^ 
Or in the purer element of .fire. 
The realm nf old Hesnslris next he view'd, 
jC^ysterions Egypt, witii her bidden rites 
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Of Isis and Osiris. Last he sought 

The' Ionian Greeks,froni Athens sprang; norpass'd 

Miletus by, which once in rapture heard 

The tongue of Thales ; nor Priene*s walls, 

Where wisdom dwelt with Bias; nor the seat 

Of Pittacns, rever*d oa Lesbian shores. 

The* enlightened youth to Susa now return'd, 
Place of his birth. His merit soon was dear 
To Hyperanthes. It was now the time 
That discontent and mormnr on the banks 
Of Nile were iond and threatening. Chembes tliera 
The only faithfhl stood, a potent lord. 
Whom Xerxes held by promised nuptial ties 
With his own blood. To this Esryptian prince 
Bright Ariana was the destin'd spouse, 
From the same bed with Hyperanthes bom. 
Among her guards was Teribasns nam*d 
By that fond brother, tender of her wed. 

Tlie* Egyptian boundaries they gain. They hear 
Of insurrection, of the Pliarian tribes 
In arms, and Chembes in the tumult slain. 
They pitch their tento, at midnight are assail'd, 
Surprised, their leaders massacred, the slaves 
Of Ariana captives borne away, 
Her own pavilion forc'd, her person seized 
By ruffian hands ; wiiea timely, to redeem 
Her and the' in?aded camp from further spoils 
Flies Teribams with a ralKed band, 
Swift on her chariot seats the royal lair, 
Nor waits the dawn. Of all her menial train 
None but three female slaves are left. Her guide^ 
Her comforter and guardian, fate provides 
In him, distinguish' d by bis worth alone, 
No prince nor satrap, now tiie single chief 
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Of her surviyiDg gaard. Of regal birtb^ 
But with excelling graces in her sool. 
Unlike an easlefD prinoeis^ die inclines 
To his erasoliDg, his instmctive tongoe 
Ad humbled ear. Amid the converse sweet. 
Her charms, her mind, her virtues, he explores^ 
Admiring. Soon is admiration changed 
To love; nor loves he sooner than despairs* 
IVom morn till even her passing wheels he guards 
Back to Euphrates. Often, as she monnts 
Or quits the car, his arm her weight sustains 
With trembling pleasure. His assiduous hand 
From purest fountains waflts the living flood. 
Nor seldom^ by the fiuMue's soft command 
Wonld he repose him, at her feet recliofd ; 
While o'er his lips her lovely forehead bbw*d, 
Won by his grateful eloquence, which sooth'd 
With sweet variety the tedious march, 
Beguiling time. He too wonld then ibrget 
His pains awhile, in raptures vain entcarc^; 
Delusion all, and fleeting rays of joy. 
Soon overcast by more intense despair. 
Like wintry clouds, which, opening for a time, 
Tinge their black folds with gleams of scatter'dlight^ 
Then, swiftly closing, on the brow of mom 
Condense their horrors^ and in thickest gloom 
The ruddy beanty veil. They now approach 
The tower of Belns. Hyperanthes leads 
Through Babylon an army to chastise 
The crime of Egypt. Teribazus here 
Farts firom his princess, mardies bright in steel 
Beneath Us patron*^ bttuier, gathers palms 
On conquered Nile. To Susa he returns, 
To Ariana's residence, and bears 



Deep in hi6 beart tlie' immedicable womuL 
But nnreveaPd and sitent was his fain ; 
Nor yet in soMtary shades iie roam'dy 
Nor shun'd resort : but o'er liis sorrows cast 
A sickly dawn of gladness, and in smiles ' 
Conceal'd his anguifib; wbile theseeret flame 
Rag'd in bis bosom, md its peace eansnm^dy 
HissoaUtiUliraodiiigo^erdiMoieiiniMtt^ 
^ Can I, O Wisdom! find relief in ihee, 
Who dost approve my passion? From the snares 
Of beauty only thou wouldst guard my heart, 
But bere thyself art charm'd ; wliere softness^grace^ 
And every virtue, dignify desire* 
Yet thos' to'love, despairing to possess. 
Of all the torments, by relentless fate 
On lite inflicted, is the most severe. 
Do I not feel thy wamis^ in my 41)reast, 
Tliat flight alone can save me? I. will go 
Bacic to the leamm Otoddaians, on the baidut 
Of Ganges seds the sages ; where to lieof^n 
With thee my elevated soul shall tow'r. 
O wretched Teribazus! all conspires 
Against thy peace. Our oughty lord prepares 
To ixf orwfaelm the Grecians* Ev&ey yeaih 
Is call'd to war; and I, who hrtely poi^ 
With no inglorious arm the soldier's lance, 
Who near the side of Hyperanthes fought, 
Must join tlie throng, fiew therefore can. I fly 
From Ariana, who with Asia^qaeans 
The splendid-camp of Xerxes^mnst adomf 
Then be it so. Again I wtH adore 
Her gentle virtues. Her delightful voice, 
Her gracious sweetness, shall af^ain diffuse 
ftesistiess magic tbrongh my ravtsh'd heart y 



Digitized 



Till passion, thus with double rage inflam*d, 
Swells to distraction in my tortured bre^t; 
Then — but in^vain through darknewde I search 
My iate^-^Desptiir and Foftnne be my. guedes 1* 
Thedayamv^d wbm Xerxes fimt a<Naiu^ 
His arms from Susa's gates. The Persian ddiiieSy 
(So were accnstom'd all the eastern fair) 
III sumptuous car«^ accompanied his niareb; • 
A beaateoas tiain, by Arianagrm'^ 
Her Teribaaoaibllowe^ on her wbeeU- 
A tteiMis and pines* Such woes oppress the youth ; 
Oppress, but not enervate. From the van 
He in this second conflict bad withstood 
The threatening frown of adamantine Mars; 
He singly^ wbile hia braveafe frienda reooil^di 
His manly temples no tiara boand. 
The slender lance of Asia he disdained, 
And her light target. Eminent he tower'd 
In Grecian arms the wonder of his foes; 
Amoi^; the' loniaas were bis strenuous Kmbs 
Tiaiii^d in- the gymnie sehool* A fiilgetit casqne 
Enclosed his head. Before his fiuse aqd cbest, 
Down to the knees, an ample shield was spread. 
A ponderous spear he ^ihook. The well-aim'd point 
Sent two Phliasians to the realms of death, 
With four Tegnans; whose indigiiaiit ehief^ 
Brave Hegesandinr, vengeance brealhed in vaia^ 
With streaming wounds repuL»'d. Thus far, im» 
matched, 

His arm prevailed ; when Hyperanthes caird 
From fight his iainliiiig^ l^ons. Now each band 
Their languid comage reinforcM by rest* 
Meantime^ with Teribasuafbiis C0iifisFr*4 * ' 
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The' applauding prince — * Tbou madi deserving 
youth ! 

Had twenty warriors in the dangerous van 

Like thee maintained the onset, Greece bad vrept . 

Her prostrate ranks. The maried awMIe 

I now relax, till Abradates strong, 

O rentes and Mazsen^, are advanced. 

Then to the conflict will T give no pause* 

If not by prowess^ yet by endless toil 

SuGcessi ve nnmbers shall exlianst the ibe.' . . 

He said. Immers'd in sadness, scarce replied, 
Bnt to himself coniplain'd, the amorous youtiu 

^ Still do I languish, mourning o'er the fame 
My arm acquires^ Tormented heart ! thoa seat . 
Of constant sorrow, what deceitlid smiles 
Yet canst thou borrow from onreal hope 
To flatter life t At Ariana's feet 
What if with supplicating knees I bow. 
Implore her pity, and reveal my love? 
Wretch ! canst thou climb to yon effulgent orb. 
And share the sptendoiirs which irradiate Heav'nf 
Dost thon aspire to that exalted maid, 
Gkwt Xerxes' sister, rivalling the claim 
Of Asia's proudest potentates and kings? 
Unless within her bosom I inspiifd . . 

A passion fervent as my own, nay more. 
Snob as« dispelling every virgin fear. 
Might, nnrestrain'd, disclose its fond desire, 
My love is hopeless ; and her willing hand, 
Should she bestow it, draws from Asia's lord 
On both perdition.' By despair benumb'd, • 
His limbs their action lose, A widi for death . 
O'ercasta wd i^kills his sonl. When sudden cries , 
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From Ariamnes rouse his drooping powers. 
Alike in manners, they, of equal age, 
Were friends, and partners in the glorious toil 
Of wur. Together thqr Tictorioiis dms'd 
The bleeding amis of Nile, when Egypt's pride 
Before the sword of Hyperanthes fell. 
That lov'd companion Teribazus views 
By all abandoned, in his gore outstretched, 
The victor's spoiL His languid spirit starts; 
He rushes ardent from the Persian line; 
The wounded warrior in'his strong embrace 
He bears away. By indignation stoug. 
Fierce from the Grecians, Diophantus sends 
A load defiance. Teribazas leaves % 
His rescoed friend. His massy shield be rears ; 
High bnmdishing his formidable spear. 
He turns intrepid on the' approaching foe. 
Amazement follows. On he strides, and shakes 
The plumed honours of his shining crest. 
Th^* ill-fiited Greek awaits the* unequal fight; 
Pierced in llie flmmt, with sooHding arms he ialis^ * 
Through every file the Mantineans monm. 
L»ong on the slain the victor fix'd his sight 
With these reflections — * By thy splendid arms 
Thou art a Greek of no ignoble rank. 
From tlqr iU fortune I perhaps derive 
A more cimspicnotiis Instre. What if Heav^ 
Should add new victims, such as then, to grace 
My undeserving hand ? Who knows but she 
Might smile upon my trophies? Oh ! vain thought ! 
I see the pride of Asia's monarch swell 
With vengeance, fttal to her beanteoos head. 
Disperse, ye phantom hopes I too long, torn heart, 
Hast thou with grief contended. Lo! I plant 



My foot this moment on the verge of death, 
By fame inviteil, by despair impelled, 
To pass the* irremeable bound. No minre 
Shall TenbttSDs backward Hon hk «lept • 
Bntbereedoctiidehiidoeni* Tbefteeaaetnteave, 
ThoQ tronbLed bosom! every thoaght be calm * 
Now at the' approach of everlasting peace.' >i 

He ended ; when a mighty foe drew nigh^ 
Not less than Dilhy rambus. Ere^ they joinVil^ 
The PermiHNttmor to the OmL baj^ • 

^ Arfe^ thou* UmP woDnquerBfale ebie^ who mow'd' 
Our battle down? That eagle on thy shield 
Too well proclaims thee. To attempt thy force 
I rashly purposed. Thai my sins^ie arm 
Tlioa deign'st to mect^aGeeptmy tfaaeks ; and kaam 
The thought of coaquestleaa empioya myaoul 
Tlian admiratioii of tliy gloriovs deeds, 
And that by thee I cannot fall disgraced/ 

He ceased. These words the Thespiaa yooth re** 
tura'd~ 

^ Of all the prawei'ftoai ISfff -gmmmmimAf 
The only poflioa aay desert nuy efciim 
Is this my bold adventure, to confront 
Thee^yet unmatched. What Grecian hath not mark'd 
Thy iSaming steelT^ From Asia's boundless eamp 
Not one hath eqeaii'd tiiy victorions might 
Bat wlieiiee araioor of theGreciaB form i 
Wheneer thy laH spear, thy farimetj Wbeoce Oe 
weight 

Of tliat strong shield P Unlike thy eastern friends^ 
O if thou be'st some^fugitive, who, lost 
To liberty and virtnot <UFt become 
A tyrants vile stipeiidiary ^ that arm. 
That vulpur, thus triumphant, I depLorc, 
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Which, after all their efforts and success, 
Deserve no honoar from the gods or meu.' 

Here Teribfums in a sigb i^oin'd — 
' I am to Oneece a Bbmgeff am a wreteb - 
To tbee aoknowiiY who tmaiB tbit hoor lo die^ 
Yet not ignobly, but in death to raise 
My name from darknes^s, while I end my woes.' 

The Grecian then — ^ I view thee,jftBd Imounu 
A digni^i wbicb virtue only bears^ 
Firm reaoimion^ seated on ttiy -hrewt ^ 
Though grief hath dinw'd thy drooping eyeydenund 
My veneration : and, wiiatever be 
The malice of thy fortune, what the cares 
Infecting thus thy quiet, tliey create 
Within my breast the pity of a firiend* 
Why then, oonatraiuing my i^elaotant hand 
To act against theei mill thy might sappor^t 
Ttie' unjust ambition of niahgnaut kings. 
The foes to virtue, liberty, and peace? 
Yet, free from rage or enmity, I liflt 
My adverse weapon, Vidory I mk : 
Thy life may iaie for happier days reserve.' 

This said, their beaming lances they protend, • 
Of liostile hate or fury both devoid, 
As on the Istlnuian or Olympic sands 
For fame alone oontendiug. Either hofit^ % 
Pois'd on their armftp in silent wonder gaae. 
The fight commences* Soon, the Grecian spear^* 
Which, all the day in constunt battle worn, 
Uniiumher'd shields and coiseiets had transfixed, 
A^gumt the Persian bnokter shivering, breaks^ ^ 
Its masler'e hand disarming. Then befui * 
The sense of hononrand the dread of shame^ 
To swell in Ditbyrsimbuis. Undismi^'d^ 

TOL. II. D 
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He grappled with his foe, and instant seiz'd 
Mis threatening spear, before the* uplifted arm 
Could necote the meditated wound. 
The weapon burst between their strnggliDg grasp. 
Their hold tiiey loosen, bare tfaeor abining^ awords. 
With equal swiftness to defend or charge, 
Each active youth advances and recedes. 
On eveiy side they traverse. Now direct, 
Obliquely now, the wheeling blades descend. 
Still is Die conflict dubious ; when the Greek 
Dissembling, points his falchion to the ground, 
His arm depressing, as o'ercome by toil ; 
While vrith his buckler cautious h^ repels 
The blows, repeated by his active foe. 
Greece trembles for her hero. J oy pervades 
The ranks of Asia ; Hyperanthcs strides 
Before the line, preparing to receive 
His friend triumphant; while the wary Greek 
iCalm and defensive bears the' assault. At last. 
As by the' incautious fury of his strokes, 
The Persian svrang his covering shield aside ; 
The fatal moment Di^rambus seia*d. 
Light darting forward, with his feet outstretch*d. 
Between the' unguarded ribs he plung'd his steel. 
Affection, giief, and terror, wing the speed 
Of Uyperanthes. From hb bleeding foe 
The Greek retires, not distant, and awaits 
The Persian prince. But he, with watery cbedu^ 
In speechless anguish clasps his dyinc; friend; 
From whose cold lip, with interrupted phrase, • 
These accents break — ^ O dearest, best of men! 
Ten thousand thoiiglits of gratitude and la^ve . 
Are struggling in my heart^O*erpo'weraig fate 
Penies my .voice the utterance — O my friend 1 
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0 Hyperantbes ! Hear my tongae unfold 
Wtet) had I liv'dythoii never Bbonldst hate known. 

1 loVd thy sister! With despair I lov'd! 

Soliciting; this honourable doom^ 

Without regret, in Persia's sight and thine, 

I fail/ — The' inexorable hand of fate 

Wei i^bs down his eyelids, and the gloom of death 

His fleeting light eternally o'ershades. 

Him on Choaspes o^er the blooming verge 

A frantic mother shall bewail ; shall strew 

Her silver tresses in the crystal wave ; 

While all tlie shores re-echo to the name 

Of Teribaams lost. The; afflicted prince. 

Contemplating in tears the pallid cone, 

Vents in these words the bitterness of grief. 

' Oh Teribazus ( Oh my friend ! whose loss 
I will deplore for ever. Oh what pow'r, 
By me, by thee oflbnded, clos'd thy breast 
To Hyperantbes, in dbtriist nnkind 1 
She shonid, she most have lov'd thee! Now no more 
Thy placid virtues, thy instructive tongue, 
Shall drop their sweetness on my secret hours. 
But in complaints doth friendship waste the time, 
Which to immediate vengeance should be giv'n V 

He ended, fnshhig fturions on the Greek ; 
Who, while his gallant enemy expir'd, 
While Hyperantbes tenderly received 
The last embraces of his gasping friend. 
Stood nigh, reclin'd in sadness on his shield, 
And in the pride of victory repihM 
Uiiimrkfd,*fais foe approachV. Bnt forward apmng 

Diomcdon. Before the Tliespiau youth ' 
Aloft be rais'd his tai|[e, and loudly thus — 
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' Hold thee, Barbarian, from a life more wortb 
Than thou and Xcraoft, with his host of siaves*' 

His wordft he teoonds mth hb ftpid iaace. 
Soon a treroendoni Gonffict ind ensiied; 
But Intaphernes, Miodos^and a crowd 
Of Persian lords, advancing, fill the space 
Betwixt the' encountering chiefs. In mutual wratli^ 
With fruitless efforts, they attraipt the fight* 
So rage two «baU8 along the' oppoung banki 
Of somedeep flood* whidi parts -the fimtfU flMad. 
Defiance thunders from their angry moutfaB 
In vain ; in vain the furrow'd sod they rend ; 
Wide roib the stream, and intercepts the war« 

Asy by maiigDWt/ortone, if a Amff 
Of moistare nungkB wMk a bnmiiig man 
Of liquid metal, instant showers of death 
On every side the* exploding fluid spreads ^ 
So disappointment irritates the flame 
Of fierce Piatsea'A chief, whose vengeance bnrsti 
.In wide dcaCnioiioQ. EmbaSt Saneaa^ fidl; 
ArsaBus, Ochus, M^ides, Artiaay die; 
And ten most hardy of the' immortal guard ; 
To shivers breaking on the Grecian shield 
Their gold embellished weapons, raise a mound 
0*er thy pale body, ob ! in pmne dertroy^d^ 
Of Asia's garden onee ttie ftuest plant, 
Fall'n Teribazus! Tl^ distracted firiend 
From this thy temporary tomb is dragg'd 
By forceful zeal of satraps to the shore; 
Where then the .brave Abrocomes arranged 
The fQecoms new, by AJuadaitea bisoo^ity 
l^ntes and Manoas. Tanang ewift» 
Abrocomes.infotm'd bis brother thus*<« 
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^ Strong reiDforcement from the' immortal guardi^ 
Pandates bold to Intaphemes leads, 
In charge to harass, by perpetoal tofi, 
Tlum 'Oreciaiift tteast the monotaiih Thoo oiiMe 
To me thy valour. Here Ae hostfle ranks 
Less stable seem. Our joint impression try : 
Let all the weight of battle here itnpend. 
Rouse, Hyperantiies ! Give regret to winds. 
- Who bftth not lost a friend this direfel day ? 
Let not onr private eares asaiat tlie' Greeksi 
Too strong already, or let sorrow act : 
Mourn and revenge.' These animating words 
Send Hyperanthes to the foremost line. 
His vengeiiii ardour leads. The battle joins. 

Who stemmfd On tide of onset? Who imtmied 
His shining spear diedrst in Peman blood? 
Eupalamus. Artembares he slew, 
With Derdas fierce, whom Caucasus had rear'd 
On his tempestuous brow, the savage sons 
Of violence and rapfaie. Bnt their doom- 
Files Hyperandies, whose vindiotive Mnde 
Amsta tte victor in bis haughty eourse. 
Beneath the strong Abrocomes o'erwhelm'd, 
Melissns swells the number of the dead. 
None eooid M yceme boast of prouder bird^ 
Tlian young Melissoii whe in ail^r mail 
The line embellisIM* He^ in Cirrtia's mead,* 
Where high Parnassus from his double top 
O'ershades the Pythian games, the envied prize 
Of fame obtained. Low sinks lii» laureU'd head 
In deatii^V cold night, and horrid gore deftwrna 
The gracefvMiaii\ Impatient to revenge, 
Aristobnlnaatridea before the van» 
A storm of fury darl(.ens all his browr ^ 



Digitized by Google 



38, LROiNIDAS.. Book^A 

Aroond he rolls his gloomy eye. For death ' 
Is Alyattes mark'd, of regal blood. 
Derived from Croesus, once imperial lord 
Of nations. Him the nymphs of Halys wept, . 
When, with deiiuive oracles begniPd 
By Delphi's god, he passed their fatal waves , 
A mighty empire to dissolve : nor knew 
The'ill-destin'd prince that envious fortune wateh'd 
That direful moment, from bis hand to wrest 
The scepti*e of his fathers. In the shade • 
Of hnmble life bis race on Tmolns' brow 
Ify hid ; till, nms'd to battle, on this field 
Sinks Alyattes, and a royal breed 
In him extinct for ever. Lycis dies ; 
' For boisterous war ill chosen: he was skill'd 
To tane the laUing flute and melt the heart. 
Or with his pipe's awakening stndn allare 
The lovely dames of Lydia to the dance: 
They on the verdant level gracefiil mov'd 
In varied measmres ; while the cooling breeze, 
Beneath their swjeUing garments wanton'd o*er 
Their snowy breasts, and smooth Caystei^s stream, 
Soft-gliding, mnrmnr^d by. The hostile blade 
Draws forth his entrails : prone he falls. Not long 
The victor triumphs. From the prostrate corse 
Of Lycis, whiloi insulting, be extracts 
The reeking weapon, Hyperanthes^ steel 
Invades his knee, and cuts the sinewy c«Nnds# 
The Mycenaeans with uplifted shields, 
Corinthians and Phliasians, close around 
The wounded chieftain. In redoubled rage 
The contest glows. Abrocoraes incites 
Each noUe Persian. Each his voice ebeiys* 
Here Abradates, lliere Maasdnsi press, 
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Orontes and Byibmes. None retire 
From toil or periL Urg'd on every side, 
Mycenae's band to fortune leave their chief. 
Despairing, raging, destitute, he stands, 
Propt on his spear. His wound forbids retreal* 
Nooe^ bnt hU brother Eamenesi abides 
The dire ez^mity. His studded orb 
Is held defensive. On his arm tlie sword 
Of Hyperanthes rapidly descends. 
Down drops the buckler^ and the severed band 
Resigns its hold. The unprotected pair 
By Asii^s hero to the gronnd wt% swq[>t; 
As to a reaper crimson poppies lower 
Their heads, luxuiiant on the yellow plain. 
From both their breasts the vital currents flow. 
And mix their streams* jEUate, tlie Persians poui'. 
Their nombers, deepening on the foe, dismayed. 
The Greeks their.station painftiUy maintain, 
rt'his Anaxander saw, whose faithless tongue 
His colleague Leontiades bespake — 

* The hour is come to serve our Persian friends^ 
Behold, the Greeks are press'd. Let Thebes retire/ 
A bloodless conquest yielding to the king.' 

This said, he drew his Thebans from Aeir post^ 
Not with unpunished treachery. The lance 
Of Abradates gor^d their foul retreat ; 
Nor knew the Asian chief that Asia's friend 
Before him bled. MeantimCi as mighty Jove^ 
Or be more ancient on the ttvoiie of b^ven, 
When f¥om tiie womb of Cliaos dark the world' 
Eraerg'd to birth, where'er he view'd the jar 
Of atoms yet discordant and unformed, 
Ck>nfusion thence with powerful voice dispelled/ 

Till Iq^t and ord^ uniTmal r^ign'd i 
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So from the Mtt Leonidas mnefd 

The various war. He saw the Theban rout } 
That Corinth^ Phlias, and Mycenae, Iook*d 
Affrighted backward. Instantly hU charge 
Is home by Morons whom obedience wtegfey 
Predpitatiiig down the oaered oavo, ■ 
That 8parta^ mks, advancing, should repair 
The disunited phalanx. Ere they move 
Dieneces inspires them — * Fame, ray frieDds^ 
Calls forth your valour in a signal hour. 
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Son of Megistias, follow.' — He conducts 

The' experienced troop. They lock Iheir shields^y. 

and^ wedg'd 
In dense arrangement, reposaess tfie void 
Left by tiie fidAleas Vbebmtt, and repnhe 
The' eirakin; Veniano. When, with eflbrts vaio^ 
Tliese oft renew'd the contest, and recoiled 
As oft, confounded with diminished ranks, 
Lo I Hyperantiies blush'd, repeating late 
The words of Artemisia — ^ Ijeam^ O Chieft t 
The only means of glory and sneeess^ 
Unlike the others, whom we newly cba^. 
These arc a band selected from the Greeks, 
Perhaps the Spartans, whom we often hear 
By Demaratns prais'd. To break tlieir line 
In vain we struggle, nnam^M and lax, 
Depriv'd of anion. Do noVwe preside 
O'er Asia's armies, and our courage boast^ 
Our martial art above the vulgar herd? 
Let us, ye Chie&« attempt in order'd ranks 
To form a troop, and emnhite the foe.' 
Thqr wait MtdnbienSb Chit fhe Maiian shoae * 
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In gloomy deptii a column soon is torm'd 
Of all the nobies : A bradates strong, 
Orontes bold, MawBiMy wd.tbe^ might 
Of braiie iMuroeoHieSv inth eadt wbo boie 
li^^t Jienmrs^ and »m1U<I in wmm ; 
Themselves the lords of natioiisy who beliroe 
The throne of Xerxes tributary bow'd. 
To these succeed a chosen number, drawn 
From Apia's legions, vaui^d most io> fight; 
Who from tbck king f^petoal stipttds «kafe; 
MfhOj statioii*d romd the imviaees, by finm 
His tyranny uphold. In every part 
Is Hyperanthes active, ardent, seen 
Throughout the huge b&ilttaUou. Me adjusts 
Their equal range; tben^ cautious, l^t on merdi 
Their anaecnstiim'd eider shooM vetaxy 
Pull in the centre of the foremost rank 
Orontes plants, committini;i; to his hand 
The* imperial standard ; whose expanded folds 
Glow'd in the air, presenting to the sun 
The richestdie of Tyre. Itertg^al bivd 
Amid the gorgeona tinetnre abene expressed. • 
In high-erabroi(itr'd gold. The wary piince^ 
On this conspicuous, leading, sign of war^ 
Commands each satrap, posted in tlie van^ 
To fix his eye regantfai; te direct 
By this akme Ua^ evett paeeand sIimv 
Retirmf^, or adTiineiitg^ So^ the star. 
Chief of the spangles on that fancied bear, 
Once an Idaeaii nymph, and nurse of Jove, 
Bright Cynosura, to the boreal poie 
Attracts the sailor's ^re, wben disfeanee hides- 
The headhmd signals, aiid her guiding rs^^, 
New-risen^ i»he throws. The hero next appoint^/ 
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That everjr warrior tteoiii^ <he lengttieniii^ ftlesi^;. 
Observing none b4it those before him plac'd, * 
Shall watcti their inotions^ and their steps pursue. ^ 
Nor is the' important thicket next the pass 
Forgot. Two thousand of tlie' immortal guard 
That station seise* His orders all performed, 
Close by the standard he assumes his post* * 
Intrepid, thence he animates his friends--^ 

^ Heroic Chieftains, whose unconquer*d force 
Rebellious Egypt and the Libyan felt^- 
Think what the spleodoar of yov former deeds 
From you exacts. Remember, from the Oieat 
Illnstrioos aetiontf are a debt to fame. 
No nuddle path remains for them to tread, 
Whom she hath once ennobled. Lo ! this day 
By trophies new will signalize your names^. 
Or in dishonour will for ever cloud.' 

He said, and vigorons all to fight proceed. 
As, when tempestuous Eurus stems the weight 
Of western Neptune, struggUng through the straits 
Which bound Alcides' labours, here the storm 
With rapid wing reverberates the tide; 
There the contenduig smrgCi with fiirrow'd tops. 
To moantains swells, and, whdming o*er the bei^ . 
On either coast, impels the hoary foam 
On Mauritonian and Iberian strands : 
Such is the dreadiiil onset. Persia keeps 
Her foremost nmks mibroken, wbicb are fiU'd 
By chosen warrion; while the nmmerons crowd, 
Ttiough still promiscuous pouring from behind, 
Give weight and pressure to the* embattled chiefs^ 
Despising danger. Like the mural strength 
Of some proud city* bulwark'd round, and arm'd 
With rising towersi to guard her wealthy storesy . 
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Immovable, impenetrable, stood 
Laconia's serried phalanx. In their face 
Grim Tyranny her threatening fetters shakes^ 
Ited Havoc grinds^ insatiable^ his jaws. 
Greece is behind ; intrnstiDg to their swards 
Her laws, her freedom, and the sacred nms. 
Of their forefathers. Present now to thought 
Their altars rise, the mansions of their birtb> 
Whatever they honour, venerate, and love. 

Bright in the Penian van the' exalted lance 
Of Hyperanthes flanriM. Beside him preas'd 
Abrocomes, Hydarnes, and the bulk 
Of Abradates, terrible in war. 
Firm, as a Memphian pyramid^ was seen. 
Dieneces; while Agis, close in rank 
Willi Menalippuii .and the added strength 
Of danntless Maron, tlieir connected shields 
Upheld. Each unrelax'd array maintains 
The conflict undecided ; nor could Greece 
Repel the adverse numbers, nor the weight , 
Of Asia's band select, remove the Greeks. 

Swift from Laconia's king, perceiving soon 
The Persian's new arrangement, Medon flew, 
Who thus the staid Dieneces addressed — 

* Leonidas commands the Spartan ranks 
To measure back some paces. Soon, he deems, 
The nneiperien^d foes in wild pursuit 
Will break their order. Then the charge renew 

This heard, the signal of retreat is given. 
The Spartans seem to yield. The Persians stop 
Astonishment restrains them, and the doubt 
Of unexpected victory. Their sloth . 
Abrocomei awakens — By the Sun, 
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They fly before us ! My victorious friends^ 

Do you delay to enter Greece? Away! 

Rush on iulrepid ! I already hear 

Our horse, onr chariotB, tftmndermg on her plakiJi. 

I see bei> temples wrapt in Peniaar<ve«.' 

He spake. In hurried violence they roll^ 
Tumultuous forward. All in headlong pace 
Disjoin their order, and the line dissolve*- 
This when^ the sage Dieneces descries^ 
The Spartans haltv returning the dbnpg^ 
With sodden vigour. In a moment, piereU 
By his resistless steely O routes falls, 
And quits the' imperial banner. This the chief 
In triumph waves. The /iiparfeans press the foe^ 
Close w^g^ and sqaare^ in'slow, pregressive pooe^ 
O'er heaps of mangled carcasses and ams^ 
Invincible they treads Composing flutes 
Each thought, each motion, harmonize. No rage 
Untunes their souls. The phalanx yet more deep 
Of Medonfellows^ while the lightier bands 
Glide by the flanks^ and^reaektiie broken fim. 
Amid their IKght, what vengeance from- the arm- 
Of Alpheus falls? OVr all in swift pursuit 
Was he renown'd. His active feet had match'd 
The son of Peleos in the dusty eenrse; 
But now the wrongs^ die tong^^remembei^d vrrong^ 
Of Polydoms-animate his strenjsrth 
With tenfoM vigour. Like the' empurpled moonv 
When in eclipse her silver disk hath lost 
The wonted light, his buckler's polish'd face 
Is now obscor'd; the figured bosses drop 
In crimson, spouting from his deatiifiil eHoken^ 
As when^ wttfk horror wing'd^ a wbtrlwind rend^ • 
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A sbalter'd navy, from the ocean cast, 
Enormous fragments hide the level beaehj 
Such as dejected Persia late beheld 
On Tbessaly's onoaTigable strand: 
Tbos o*er the dmipai^ii Satraps lay bestrewn 
By Alpbeiis, persevering in pursuit 
Beyond the pass. Not Phoebus could inflict 
On Niobe more vengeance when, incensed 
By her maternal arroganee, which scom'd 
Latonals race, he temng'd his irefbl bow, 
And one by one, from youth and beauty, horl'd 
Her sons to Pluto; nor severer pangs 
That mother felt, than pierc'd the generous soul 
Of Hyperanthes, while his noblest friends 
On every tide lay gasping. With despair 
He still eontends. The' immortels, from tlieir 
stand 

Behind the' entangling thicket next the pass, 
His signal rouses. £re tiiey clear their M^ay, 
Well caotion'd Meden from the close defile 
Two thousand Loorians poors. An aspeot new 
The fight assumes. Througli implicated shrubs 
Confusion waves each banner. Falchions, spears^ 
And shields, are all encnmber'd ; till the Greeks 
Had forc'd a passive to the yielding foe. 
Then Medon*s aim is^felt The drea^l baar, . 
Wide wasting enee #w-Cidydoman fidds, 
In fury breaking from his gloomy lair, 
Ranged with less havoc through unguarded folds' 
Than Medon, sweeping down the glittering files^ 
So vainly stf I'd immortal. From tte eliff 
Dime Mettna end Laeenia's king 
Enjoy the glories of Oiteus' son. 
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Fierce Alpheus too, returning from his chase, 
Joins in the slaughter. Every Persian falls. 
To him the Locrian cbief— ^ Brave Spartao^ 
thankA! 

Througli thee my purpose is aceomplidiU full. 
My phalanx here with levelled rows of spears 
•Shall guard the sheltered bushes. Come what may 
From Asia's camp, the* assailant, flank'd and driv*n 
Down yonder slope^ sball periab. Gods of Greecet 
Yon shall behold yonr fimes profiisely decked 
In splendid offerings from Barbarian spoils. 
Won by your free-born supplicants this day.' 
This said, he forms his ranks. Their threatening 

points ^ 
Gleam through the thicket^ whence the shivering 

foes 

Avert tlieir sight, like passengers dismayed, 
Who on their course by Nile's portentous banks 
Descry, in ambush of perfidious reeds. 
The crocodile's fell teeth* Contignoos lay 
Tbennopyte. Dieneces secnr'd 
The narrow month. Two lines the Spartans showed : 
One tow'rds the plain observ'd the Persian camp; 
One, led by Agis, fac'd the' interior pass. 

Not yet discourag'd, Hyperanthes strives 
The scattered host to rally. He exhort<t, 
Entreats; at length, indignaDti thus excteimt^ 

* Degenerate Persians ! to sepniehral dost 
Could breath return, your fathers from the tomb 
Would utter groans. Inglorious, do ye leave 
Behind you Persia's standard^ to adorn 
Some Grecian temple? Can yomr splendid eara^ • 
Voloptoovs coQchoe, aod deliciomi boacdsi . . 
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Your gold, your gems, ye Satraps, be preserved 

By cowardice aiid flight? The eunuch-slave 

Will scorn such lords^ your women loath your beds,' 

Few hear him^ fewer follow ^ while the fight 
His mabating oornage oft renews, 
As oft repuls'd with danger; till, by all 
Deserted, mixing in the general rout, 
He yields to fortune, and regains the camp, 
lu short advances, thus the dying tide 
Beats for awhile against the shelving strand, 
Still by degrees retiring, and at Jast 
Within the bosom of the main subsides. 

Though Hyperanthes from the fight was dri**n ; 
Close to the mountain, whose indented side 
There gave the widen'd pasa an ample space 
For numbers to emtettle ; still his post 
Bold Intaphemes, underneath a cliff, 
Against the firm Plataean line maintained. 
On him look'd down Leonidas, like Death, 
. When, from his iron cavern caird by Jove, 
He stands gigantic on a mountain's head ; 
Whenee he commands fheHifirighted earth to quake, 
And, crags and forests in his direful grasp 
High wielding, dashes on a town below. 
Whose deeds of black impiety provoke . 
The longwendnring gods. Around the verge 
Of CEta, cnrvuoig to a crescent's shape. 
The marbles, timbers, fragments, lay amassed. 
The helots, peasants, mariners, attend 
In order, nigh Leonidas. They watch 
His look. He gives the signaJL Rous'd at once, 
Theibfce, the skill, activity, and aeal, 
Of thousands are eombni^d. * Dovrn rush the piles* 
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Trees roird on trees^ with mingled rock descend, 
Unintermitted ruin. Loud resound 
Tlie hollow trunks agaiiiBtthe mountain's side. 
Swift boiinds each craggy mass. Tile foes below 
Look up aghast, in hortor ahrink^and'die* 
Whole troops, o'erwhehn'd beneath the' enormott 
load, 

Lie hid and lost, as never they had known 

A name or beuig. latapbernes, clad 

In regal splendour^ progeny of kings^ 

Who ntl*d Damascoa and tbe Syrian palms^ 

Here slept for ever. Thousands of his train 

In that broad space the ruins had not reached. 

Back to their camp a passage they attempt 

Through Lacediemon's line. Them Agis stopt. 

Before bis poweifid arm Pandalesfell, 

Sosarmes, Tachos. Menalippas dy^ 

His youthful steel in blood. The mightier spear 

Of Maron pierc'd battalions, and enlarg'd 

The track of slaughter. Backward tmm'd the root. 

Nor found a milder &te. The' miwearied swords 

Of Dithyramboa and Dtomedon, 

Who from the hill are wheeUng on their flank. 

Still flash tremendous. To the shore they fly^ 

At once euvelop'd by successive bands 

Of difiermt Grecians. From the golf ptoAMpmi 

Perdition ba« inevitaUe frowmi^ 

While there, encircled by a grove of spears. 

They stand devoted hecatombs to Mars* 

Now not a moment's interval delays 

Their general doom ; but down the Malian ateep 

Prone are they hurried to Ibe' expanded jnns 

Of faeirrory rising fmn tlte ooay iwtj^f 
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And grasping all their nmiiben 98 they falL 

The dire confiisioii like a storm invades 

The chafing surge. Whole troops Bellona rolla 

In one vast min from the craggy ndge. 

O'er all their anns, their ensigns, deep-eogolfd^ 

With hideoua^roar the wa?es for ever close. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Kl|^ eoroing on, the Greciana retire to their teDlfl. A gaard 
is placed on the PhoeUn wall, oiuler Ihe command of Agia. 
He admitft Into the camp a lady, accompanied by a aiii|^« 
dave, and condacts them to LeonidaB; ^hen she diacoyen 
bfltaeir to be ArUna, siater of Xerxes and Hyperanthci^ and 
saes for the body of Teribasus ; which being focmd among 
the alaiBt she kills herself apon if. The slave, who attended 
lier, proves to be Fb^onia, brother to Alpheas and Maron, 
and who had belui formerly carried into captivity by a Fhce- 
Blcian pirate. He relates, before an assembly of the chififa, 
a message from Deraaratea- Id the Spartans, which difcloses 
the treachery of the Thebans, and of Epialtes the MaliaOf 
who had undertaken to lead part of^ the Persian army throngh 
a pass amoDg the moaniains of CEta. This information 
throws the cuancil into a great tumult', which is pacified by 
Leonidas, who sends Aipheus to observe the motions of these 
Persians, and Dieneces, with a party of Lacedaeraoniana, to 
support the Fhocians, with whom the defence of these pas- 
sages in the hills had been intrusted. In the mean time Agis 
sends the bodies of Teribasus and Aiiana to Ihe camp of 
JLeoeit 
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Their toil, protected iong, the Greeks forg^t^ 
Di«8olY'4 in &ilent slumber ; all but tboae 
Who watch thef xacertain pohU of tbe lUMrk^ 
A hundned wnaaaQmi Agto^^ms Ihieir cUeC 
Hi^ on the wiHyiMbmty tlie iMo tat* 
TreA lOTdds-aeroM thewriataiiiiglragr 
From Asia's host the various din conrey'd 
In 0De<leep murmur, swelling on his ear; 
When, by the Bmuad of &olsteps dowa the papi 
Alam'dit iie caiUa aftood W What £mt are At»fh 

Reply, nor tempt iaevitahle fiite.' > 
A voice replied — ' No enemies we ccnmp 

But crave adntittwice in im hmnble tone/ 
Tbe ^arten ummmmJ ItaMgli th^Mdoicbt 
shade 

WhatpnipiMilniwayeiirMndering atepaidwoed? 

To wiiam the stranger^^ We are friends te 

Greece. 

Thioiigh ti^. assistance we imidone access 
T6 Iff f JwiiennteJaajg/ lie MefiiM Gmk. 
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Still hesitates ; when musically sweet 
A tender voice his wondering ear allnres* 

' O generous warrior ! listen to the pray'r 
Of one distress'dy M'hum grief alone hath led 
Through midnight shades to these victorioas tents; 
A wretched woman, innocent of frand.' 

The cbiefidescendiug, through the^onfolded gates 
Upheld a flaming torch. The light disclosed 
One first iu servile garments. Near his side 
A woman gracefol and majestic stood; 
Not with an aspect rivalling the powV 
Of fttal Uekny or the* ensnaring chaims ' 
Of love's soft Queen ; but sadi as far snffpass'd 
Whate'er the lily blending with the rose, 
Spreads on the cheek of beauty, soon to fade ; 
Such as expressed a mind by wisdom ruPd, 
By sweetness tempered ; virtue's parest light 
Illnmining the conntenance divine : 
Yet could not soften rigorous fate, nor charm 
Malignant fortune to revere the good ; 
Which oft with anguish rends a spotless hearty 
And oft associates wisdom with despair. 
In eonrteoQs pinase began the chief humane — 

^•fixalted Mr t whose form adorns the nighty 
Forbear to blame the vigilance of war. 
My slow compliance to the rigid laws 
Of Mars impute. In me, no longer pause 
Shall from the presence of onr Jdng withhold 
This tiiy apparent dignity and wortfi.' 

Here ending, he conducts her. At the OfU 
Of his lov*d brother, from his couch arose. 
Leonidas. In wonder he survey*d 
The' illustrious virgin, whom his presence aw*d» 
Her eye^ submissive^ to the ground deelin'di 
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In venenMion of the godlike man* 

His mien^ bis Toice, ter arndous diead dispel. 

Benevolent and hospitable, thus — 

' Thy looks, fair stranger, amiable and great, 
A mind delineate wliich from ail commands 
Sopreme regard. Rehitey then noble dame. 
By what r&ntless destiny compell'd, 
Thy tender feet the paths of darkness tread ; 
Rehearse the' afflictions whence thy virtue mourns.' 

On her wan cheek a sudden blush arose. 
Like day first dawning on the twilight pale; 
When, wrapt in grief^ these words a passage 
fi>nnd< — • ■ •* 

^ If to be mo.st unhappy, and to know 
That hope is irrecoverably fled ; ' 
If to be great and wretct^d, may deserve 
Commiseration from the brave; behold, 
Thou glorious leader of imeonqner^d bands, 
Behold, descended from Darius' loins, 
The' afflicted Ariana j and my pray'r 
•Accept with pity, nor my tears disdain. 
First, that I lov'd the best of human race, 
Heroic, wise, adorned by every art,* - 
Of shame unconscious, doA my heart reveal. 
This day, in Grecian arms conspicuous clad. 
He fought, he fell. A passion long concealed, * 
For me, alas ! within my brother's arms 
Hi§ dying breath resigning he disclos d. 
Oh! I will stqruy sorrows I wiOlbrbid 
My eyes to stream before thee, and my breast, 
O'erwhelm'd by anguish, will from sighs restrain ! 
For why should thy humanity be griev'd 
At ray distress, why learn from me to mourn * 
The lot of mortals, doom'd to pam wad woe I . 
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Hear then, O king! aAd^ffantaiy Mlese^pie&ty 

To s^ek lus body in the heaf^ of »laiii.' 

Thus to tlie hero sued the royal uuiid^ 
ReseoibliDg Geres in mi^ieftdc woe, 
"When auppiicatkig Jove, frMn<8qrgMHi|jhMilii^ 
And VhaM% JMadt anitiiyeii^ 40 wtfotfa 
Herlov^daMI^MAroseBfifaMU Jtiriiie 
Ou 4riaDa fixing &tediki>t eyes, 
These tender thousrhts Leonidas recali'd — 

* Such ace thy soccom, O ! for jemr dear^ 
Who piom at lacedflBOMMijdoBtJl^iore 
*Hy ev^rlastinff abBeBeetVUien aside 
He tttm'd and sigh'd. Recovering, he addressed 
His brotlier — * Most beneficent of men. 
Attend, assist this princess i' Night retires 
Before tiie poiplMviiiged mom. A told 
Iscaird* . The weltfCBiemberUlfllNOttb^ find 
Wiiere VimSa^mtnm Ms 4ying hand 
Dropt in tlieu sight his formidable sword. 
Soon from beneath a pile of Asian dead 
Thev draw the iiero, by hiB arauMur luuxwn. 

Tueii, Ariana, what tonfieendtng pangB. 
Were thine! wlutf itomra! in liqr .tender knaaat 
Love etiH was mildest* 0n the fcasom odd 
Of Teribazus, giietUlistracted maid, 
Thy beauteous iimbs were thrown. Thy snowy fane 
The clotted gore disfigured. On his wounds 

lioose flowed thylmuv and, luiUdii^;ftaDBiib|r eyes, 
V Impetuon8.sorro!wlavVI'tbe*«nipiirpled day. 
When forth in groans tiiese lamentations broke— 

' O, torn for ever from these weeping ey.es ! 
Thou, who, desj^aising to obtain a heart 
Which then most lov'd thee, didst ptttinHy jield 
Th;r Ufe In iateli ifenlaUe da(t 
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For ber, h^immt ip iHMgr rmrft 

Her tcnd^ paimn, irtio yep a tD her^wws 

To thy deaf ear, who fondly to her owEk 

Uatees Hiy cheek insensible and oold. 

Alas ! d# tbMie wupiMOgy ghastly orhs, 

Percciie ^iiy fihing ^ pnw w'? Can ^hmlicwt 

At mjr ceiDptaiirt4lMwl«8<heiM^ ^^8% 

To share my safferings? Never, never more 

Shall Ariana bend a listening ear 

To thy enchanting elo^pmieei nor leaat 

Her miad on miidiiMi bmm tbf Wfi^m iMgoe t 

She could mo mcre^ invineiMe d«i|Mi)r 

Sup|>ress*d all ^atterance. As a marble (ormp 
Fix'd on the solemn sepulchre, ineiiaes 
ThesileolilMadyinunitated woe^ 
O^r scNMajdeadtefoWlMni Us cooftliy Wd, 
EHtiwuM by anguish ; a*«rtlie toeflHilessclij - 
So hong tlie princess. On the gory breach. 
Whence l^e had issued by the hiatal blow, 
Mute for a space, and motionless, she gas'd ; 
When thnain aaoanlsiiMB: ' Impmalpoinpf 
Foe to myeqnietytalM'iuy hnrtfawMlll 
There *i|4i.8taia where Miy irirMie hohb 
The rank supreme. My Teiibazus there 
From his high order must descend to mine.' 
Then^ with «o tremUing haad^ iDO change of 
loeik^ 

She drew a poniavd, wtiieh her gownmt ^effd^ 
And instant sheathing in her heart the Made, 
On her slain lover silent sunk in death ! 
The unexpected stroke prevents the care 
Of AgiS|piercMl»y'li9rri>ra9d distress i 
like one who^ staiuliiig an a stonny teMh^ 
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Beholds a fomideriDg vessel by the deep 

At once engulfd, his pity feels and mourns, 
Deprived of power to save ; so Agis \iew'd 
The prostrate pair. He dropt a tear^ and thus-* 

< Ohp maeh lamented! Heavy on yoor heads 
Hath evil whieh o*er year pale remains 
Commands this sorrow from a sti^anger's eye. 
Illustrious ruins ! May the grave impart 
That peace which life denied ! And now receive 
This pious ofllee from a hand unknown.* 
He spake, nnclasping from his shonldera broad 
His ample robe* He strew'd tfie .inraving folds 
O'er each wan visage, turning then, addre^s'd 
The slave, m mute dejection standing near — 

^ ThoUy who, attendant on this hapless fair; 
Hast view'd this dreadfiil spectacle, return I 
These bleeding relics bear to Persia's king } 
Thoa with four captives, whom I free from bonds.' 

* Art thou a Spartan ? (internipts the slave) 
Dost thou command me to return, and pine 
In climes unblessed by liberty or laws? 
Grant me to see Leonidas. Alone 

Let him decide if^ wretched as I seem, 

I may not claim protection from this camp.' 

* Whoe'er thou art, (rejoins the chief^ amazed, 
But not offended,) thy ignoble garb 
Concealed a spirit which I now revere. 

Thy countenance demands a better lot 
Than I, a stranger to thy hidden worth. 
Unconscious, offered. Freedom dwells in Greece, 
Humanity and justice. Thou shalt see 
Leonidas, their guardian/ — ^To the king 
He leads him straight | piesei^ him in these 
WDrds— 
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* In mind sapeiior to the ^base attire 

Which marks Us. limbs mth. shame, a stranger 

comes, 

Who thy protection claims.' The slave subjoins — 
< I stand thy suppliant now. Thou soon shalt 
team . « 

If I deserve thy iavomr. I request 
To meet the* assembled ehiemns of this host* 
Oh ! I am fraught with tidings which import 
The weal of every Grecian.* — Agis swift. 
Appointed by Leonidas, convenes 
The different leaders. To the tent they speed. 
Before them caU'd, the stranger thus began~ * - 

' O Alphens ! Maron ! hither turn your sight, 
And know your brother V From their seats they 
start : 

From either breaks, in ecstasy, the name 
Of Polydoms I To his dear embrace' 
£ach fondly strives to msh ; but he withstands; 
While down his check a fiood of anguish pours 
From his dejected eyes, in torture bent 
On that vile garb, dishonouring his form. 
At length these accents, intetmix'd with groans, 
A passage fonnd, while mate attention ga^d:<^ 
'-Yon first should know if this nnhappy slave 
Yet merits your embraces.' Then approach'd 
Leonidas. Before him all recede, 
£v'n Alphens' self, and yields his brother's liand, 
Which in Ms own the regal hero press'd. 
Still Polydoms on his gloomy front 
Repugnance stem to consolation bore 
When thus the king with majesty benign— 

* Lo! every heart is open to thy worth* 
Iiyarious fortune and enifeebling tim^ 
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AiliiMnim>irit. Trnd^ tats^tMMadly 

Dost thoa appear. Whatever be om iot 

Is Heaven's appointment. Patience best beoowee 

Tbe cUusen and soldier. Let tbe sight 

Of friends and brethren dissipate thy«g]ooni.' 

Of men tbe goatltttyAgbtoo advtte'd^ 
Who irifii itmmM taM&ity begm^ 

* Now io thy native liberty secom, 
Smile on 4:hy past afHiction, and relate 
What chance restores thy linerit to the anas 
Of AkMs^Undnd*' Polyriem tim^ 

* I-fMM4t ftpittao. Wben uy tender prime 
On manhood bordered, from Laoonia's shores 
Snal«h*d by Phoenician pirates, I was soid ' 
A slave ; by Hyperanthes bought, and gUr'n 
To Ariana. firacioms was Aier hand. 

Bat I remaiiM'« JiondnMB, etili tstlraBgU 
VfQm dLaeedMoen. 'Demanrtiis eft, 
In friendly sorrow, would my lot depiore ; 
Nor less his own ili-^ated virtue monm'di 
Lost to his covniry in a ser^e eoort^ 
Tftie eemtre of ce ii f li i ai» mheie inoailee 
Are|nd»ted mvy, tfeadierytaiKdJwte^ . 
With rankling mHce ; where, aleaeeitteere^ 
The dissolute seek no disguise ; where those. 
Possessing all a monarch can bestow, 
Are far less happy Am the meanest heir 
To freedom, iir ^lore gmrelhq; thm Mm data 
Who senres their emd prid^. Yet here^^Mi 
Ten times bis yearly circle hath rene¥r'd 
Since Polydorns hath in bondage groaned* 
My bloom is pass'd,or, pining m despair^ 
Untimely witliei'd* latlastfatom 



A messeafner' of Atoy wiMr tidings' bCBV 
Of desolation.' Here he paus'd in grief 
Redoubled ^ wken Leonidas — ^ Proceed I 
Should from thy inevitable deatb 
To «11 ber thiey«nrd^lkoii)«rl^ heaid bgp mie? 
moBediwflfess hedrttjCM wlte^^ »thoii|lit 
But how to fall the noblest/ Thus the king. 
The rest in speechless expectation wait. 
Such was the solemn silence, which o'erspreaA 
The shrine of Ammon, or DodoiMifs shades. 
When anxioas nMtldi irom ttne^nonkbof Jove 
Their doom explos'd* Nov VolgwloffiuiloBg. 
Suspends the counsel) but resumes his tale^ 
^ As I this night acedtopanied thi&stepiii 

Of Ariana, oear the puMwe saw 

A lestlfM^lbim^ Mii^ trnrersing the'¥ii^9^. 

Noiv as a statee riveited^bjr deubl^ 

Then on a sudden starting to rcaiew* 

An eager pace^ As nearer we approach'dt 

He, by the moon which glimmer' d on our heads, 



Ivllr- 
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le he wk'^i I teew ti^e voioe/ 
Of Demaralosi Tif my breast I otasp^ ^ 

The venerable exile, and replied— 
" Laconia's camp we seek. Demand no? move. 
Farewell !" £teweplk \' »i^Jlemmt^^\Mei^Qm 
.said)r 

miriee happy PolydovM;. tboB-eiaili 

Mayst visit Sparta, to tliese eyes denied;, 
Soon as ainiv'd at those triumph^t teota. 
Say to the Spartanft» from their exil'd king,;^ 
Although tfafiia bind erfdulHy depiMf/4r 
The wietdriecb Dewmtoa of! 1^ 
From every u» sieidUlded|Jfo^ 
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His ofispring torn, his contrymen and friends, 
Him from his virtue tliey could ne'er divide ; 
Say that ev*n here, where all are kiogs or 8lave8| 
Amid the riot of flagitious cbortBy 
Not qtrite extinct^ his Spartan spirit glows, . 
Thdugh grief hath dimm'd its fires. Remembering 
this, 

Report that newly to the Persian host 

Retam'd a MatiaOi Epialtes nam'd, 

Who, as a spy, the Grecian tents had sought. 

Re to the monarch magnified bis art. 

Which by delusive eloquence, had wrought 

The Greeks to such despair, that every band 

To Persia's sovereign standard would have bow*dy 

Had not the spirit of a single chie^ 

By fear nneonqoe^d, and on death resolv'd. 

Restored their valour : theorefere, would the king 

Trust to his guidance a selected force; 

They soon should pierce the' unguarded bounds 

of Greece 
Through a neglected aperture aboire, 
Where no Leonidas should bar tiieir way : 
Meantime, by him the treacherous Thebans sent 
Assurance of their aid. The* assenting prince 
At once decreed two myriads to advance 
With Hyperanthes. Every lord besides, 
Whom youth, or courage, or ambition wtem^ 
Rous'd by the tiaitot^ eloquence, attend 
From all the nations, with a rival zeal 
To enter Greece the foremost." In a sigh 
He closM — like me.' Tremendous, from his aeat 
Uprose Diomedon. His eyes were flames. 
When swift, on trembling Anaxander,'bnfke 
These ireful accents from bis livid lip^rr ^ 
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^ Yet, ere' we ftU, O traitor I Bhell liiis arm 
To helh avenging fbries sink thy head !' 

An now is tumult. Every bosom swells 
With wrath uotam'd, and vengeaDce. Half un- 
sheath'di 

Tbe^ impetuous faleUon of Platasa flames. 
Bat as the Colcfaiati^rceress, renown'd 

In legends old, or Circ^, when they fram'd 

A potent spell, to smoothness charmed the main, 

And luird iEolian rage by mystic song, 

Till not a billow heav*d against the shore, 

Nor ev*n the wanton-winged lephyr breathHl 

Hie lightest whisper through the magic ahr ; 

So, when thy voice, Leonidas, is heard, 

Confusion listens ; ire in silent awe 

Subsides. ^ Withhold this rashness; (cries the king:) 

To phiof of gnilt let punishment succeed. 

Not yet Bartarian shouts our camp alarm. 

We still have time for vengeance, time to know 

If menaced ruin we may yet repel, 

Or how most glorious perish.' Next arose 

Dieneces, and thus the^ experienced man^ ' 

< Ere they surmount omr fences, Xerxes^ troops 
Must lemi to conquer, and the Oi^eks to fly. 
The spears of Phocis' guard that secret pass, 
To them let instant messengers depart, 
And note Uie hostile progress.' Alphens here—' 

^ Leonidas i behold, my willing feet 
Shall to the Phocians bear thy high commands ; 
Shall climb the hill to watch the' approaching foe.' 

* Thou active son of valour ! (quick returns 
The chief of Lacedaemon) in my thoughts 
For ever present, when the public weal ' 
Requires the swift^ ttie vigilant, and boM 
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Observe the liQStile Burnb** A Sparm^bMdy 

Dieneces, provide. Thyself conduct 

Their speedy saccour to oar Phocian friend^/ 

The council rises* For his couis^ pmspar'd^ 
While day, deoliaingy fraoipts liis eager fi^M^ 
^ O Polydorosl (Alpheos thoain hastie> 
Long losty and late reeomr^^ we muat part 
Again, perhaps for ever. Thoii return 
To kiss the sacred soil which gave thee birth^ 
And calls thee back to freedoni* Brother dear^ 
I should have si^ to giire tbfie~biit Areirattl- 
My country chides me, loiterini^ in* thy ama^l 

This said he dartg along, nor looks behind,. 
When Poiydorus answers — * Alpheus, not 
I have the marks of bondage to erase* 
My blood must vtrash the shameAil atnin away*' 

^ Welttveafatber, (]Mavoninte^p%i'd)i , 
Thy unexpeeled presence wiU revive 
His heavy age, now childless aad forlorn*' 

To him the brother with a gJUM>my frown—- 
^ 111 should I comfort otl^ers* View tb^^e eyM$ . 
Faint is tbew light; and v^jsishUwiiMn^UMft- 
Before its hour nf ripeness. Innqitbwilt 
Grief will retain a mansiouy nor by time 
Be dispossessed. Unceasing shall my soul 
Brood a*ec the black remerobranee^of my youlb^ . 
In shivery exhanated* life to ' me. 
Hadi hMt its savnnrv' TInw in saUwwa^i 
His head declines. Bis brother pleads in .vaid; f 

Now in bis view Dieneces appeared 
With Sparta's band. Immoveable* his eyes* 
On tliem he fix'd, revolvjipg ^tta|99^ jdvfc- thougMS; 

' I toO| late tbinf^^m l^/^t^^ 
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To lift the poodroos -shield. Ill-destin'd wretch! ' 
Thy arm is grown enervate, and would ^ink 
Beneath a baekler's weight. Malignant Fat«si 
Who have compel^ d my^firee-bom hand to*ehM|;« 

Wo«id you ecHBpeiMte fo^ my ehaitis^ my shame. 
My ten years' anguish^ and the fell despair 
Which on my youth have prey'd ? Relenting once. 
Grant I may bear my buckler to the field. 
And (know a %NirtaD) «oek.tlie abades below/ 

^ Why, to be }mma a Spartan, mmit ttaon-seek 
Tlieshadeebetow?* impatieat Maron spake. : J 
* Live, and be known a Spartan by thy deeda* 
Live, and enjoy thy dignity of birUi. 
Lave> and peiform the duties which become 
A citiaen of Sparta* Still thy broir , 
V^wns gloomy, still unyielding. He, who leads 
Our band, all fathers of a noble race, 
Will ne'er permit thy barren day to close 
Without an offspring to uphold the state.' 

^ He willi^replies the brother in a glowy 
Prevailiog o'er the pateness of Ua cheek ;) 
He will permit me to complete by death . 
The measure of my duty : will permit 
Me to atchieve a service, which no hand 
But mine can render, to adorn his fall 
With doable Inatrey alrike the buimnmafbe 
With endless terror, and avenger the shame 
Of an enslav'd Laconian.' — Closing here 
His words mysterious, quick he turned away 
To find the tent of Agis. There his. hand ' 
In grate&l sorrow minisler'd heriud j « 

VOL. II. w 
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Of AgUy gently by htr kmt^^mm^ 
On one sad bier, the pallid beauties liiid - S 
Of Ariana. He from bondage freed 
Four eastern captives, whom his ^^eri>iis nitt 
That day had spaf'd in battle ^ tliea bqnt 
IWs Mtemn chai^ge:^ Yoo^ Beoftumf yi^mm 
sword 

Acquir'd in war, unransom'd, shall depart. 
To yon I render freedom, which you sought 
To rest from lae* One joecompeuse i aak» 
Aisd one Uooe. T^anqporttoAaiateeaii^ 
lliis Meediug princess. . Bid the Iterian luuig . 
Weep o er this flower, untimely cut in bloom; 
Then say, the' all-judging powers have thiisordaia'd. 
Thou, whose ambition o*er the groaning eartji 
Leads desolation i o'er the nations ^i»ds 
Cataunitgr apd tean^; thon first shMt mcMm^ 
And through thyliomdestcnetion fotskallfaDge/ 

Dismiss'd, they gain the rampart, where on guard 
Was Dithyrambus posted. He perceiv'd 
The mpumiul bier approach* To ta|qi the fiOe 
Of Ailana nraaalreiidgr told. 
He met tbecaptivea widi a snoiatanU £gfie 
Full bent on Teribazus, sigh'd, and spake-***^ 

^ O that, assuming with those Grecian anns 
A Grecian spirit, thou in scorn hadst look'd 
On princes ! Worth like tbin^^from slavasb courts 
Withdrawn, hadta^or been n^Mled to support 
A king's tnjnstiae. Then a gender lot 
Had blest tliy life, or, dying, thou hadst knowOi 
How sweet is death for liberty. A Greek 

Affords theso-ftiendly wisbes, tfaongh his head 
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Had loit flie honomn gatkei'd from fliy fidt^ 

When fortune favoar^d, or propitious Jove 
Smird on the better cause. Ill-fated pair ! 
Whom in compassion's purest dew I lave^ 
But tbat my hand infix'd the deathful wound, 
And most be grievona to yom^ loathing shades. 
From all the neighboming vallies would I cnll 
Their fairest growth to btrew your hearse with 

flow*rs, « 
Yet, O accept these tears and pious pray'rs f 
May peace surroond your ashes ! May yoor shades 
Pass o'er the silent pool to happier seats I* 

He ceas'd, in teai*s. The captives leave the waU| 
And slowly down Thermopylae proceed* 
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McteicoafCBCt die LocriaD comnuuiders, and baraRgpm Umbii 
rcptirt at nldiifKlit to hU sister Melissa in the tetnple* and 
icadfca from her the first Inielligeiice that the Persians wert 
in Mtnal pcvsieition of the npper Straits, whicfa liad been aban- 
doned by the Phocians. Meliboens brings her tidiofl of her 
father*^ death. She atridly ei^oUii her brother to pwwrf 
Ut life by a timely retreat, and recommends the eaforcemeitt 
or her advice to the prudence and leal of Mdiborai. la the 
momiiig the bodiaa of Teribams and Ariana are brought tntl» 
the prcicnoe of Xerxes, soon after- a report had reached tlie 
camp that great part of his navy was shipwrecked* The Per* 
iian monarch, qnite dtspirited* ia panuaded by Argestea to 
tend an ambassador |o the Spartan Icing, Argestes himself ia 
depnteil, who, after revealing bis embaaiy in secret to Leoni- 
das, Is by him led before the whole army, and there receives 
lilfl answer. Alpbeos returns, and declares that the enemy 
was master of the pasnges in the hills, and wonld arrive at 
Ibemjiopylfle the next morning ; apon which I^nidas offers 
to send away all the troops, except his three handred Spar- 
tans ; bat Diomedon, Demopbiliu, Ditbyrarobus, and Megia- 
tias, refuse to depart: then, to relieve the perplexity of Medon 
on this occasion, lie transfers to him the snprcine comtnand, 
dismissos Argestes, orders the companions of his own fata to 

be readiy io anas by jamet^and retkcslphispaviitoiu 
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Thb Grecian Mim, imbtht tmmH iMeti^ 
Among the trUopi dtoperding^ by tiMr Wdnls^ 
Their kkfts imcMttttt^d^ ^tnirhk the coidesit heart 
Against new dangers threatening. To hw telit 
, The Locrian captains Medon swift convenes, 
£xhorting thus— ^ long-approv d my friend^, 
Yoo^ who tam se^n'fli; ftllier m flie Md ' 
Trinmphant, bold Miflittdts of my arm 
In labours not ingloriods, who this day 
Have raised fresh trophies, be prepared ! If helpf 
Be farther wanted in the Phocian camp, 
Yon will Oils next be soinrndnTd. Locns iierf 
To nkvtt^firat exposftf. Yd<fr«»deMrfiittii, * 
Yonr goddesses, yonr priestess hstlfraddr*d, 
The dausbter of Oileus, from yom* sworda 
Protection claim againdt an impious foe,* 

All anxious for Melissa^ he dismiss'd' 
The^ afii^laiiding veterans; to the sacred a^twe 
Then hasfenPtj. Uiider h«w<ff *s mgiitHshalted Mgf 
He mus'd, Melissa in her holy place 
How to approach, with inatispicious steps, 
How to accost, his pensive mind revolv'd: 
When Mycmi, piOQS vassal of the fime^ 
Pescending ilm^ffl the mem^ at tifer siglit 
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Of Medon stopt, and thoa---* Thy ptemsoce^ lotd^ 
The priestess calk. To Lacedseinoll'a king 

I bear a message, suffering no delay.' 

He quits the Chief, whose rapid feet ascend. 
Soon entering Mrhere the pedestal di^laya 
Thy fonn, CaUiopd sublime. The lyr^ 
Whose accents inmmrtidUy.cQBfery 
Thy fingers seem to wake. On eitfier side 
The snowy gloss of Parian marble sliows 
Four of thy sisters through surrounding shade. 
Before ^h imag^ is a. virgin pl^*d." 
Before, each virgin -dinily bum ^banp,^ > - - 
Whose livid spifes just temper uritt a gleam * 
The dead obscurity of night. Apart 
The priestess thoughtful sits. Thus Medon breaks 
The solemn silence — ^ Anxious for thy state^ 
Withont^Asummons^ to thy pure abode 
I was approaching* Deities who knc^w 
The present^ past, and fiiture, let my lips 
Unblam'd have utterance ! Thou, my Sister, hear ! 
Thy breast let wisdom strengthen. Impious foes 
Through (£ta now are passing.' She rep^ie^: — 

' Are passing,^ brother 1 theyi alas I. fse pass'd. 
Are in possession of the upper Straits- 
Hear in thy turn. A dire narration hear. 
A favoured goat, conductor of my herd, 
Stray 'd to a dale, whose outlet is the post 
To Phopians left, and penetrates to Greece. 
Him Mycon following^ by a hostile band, ^ 
Light armM forerunners of a numerous hosl^ . 
Was seized. By fear of menaced torments forc*d| 
He show'd a passage up that mountain's side 
Whose length of wood o*ershades the Phocianland. 
To dry and sapless trunks in different parti . . 
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Sire, by liM» Penitans artfiiUy appHed, * . . 
Soon grew to flames.^ This done, the troop retwrnM, 
Detaining Mycon. Now the mountain blaz'd. 
The Phocians, iii-commanded, left their post, 
' Alarm'dyConfas'd. More distant gfowidtlieycliofte. 
In bKnd delnstim fbrming Itoier they 9preaid 
Tbeir ioefibotnal bmuiers, to repel 
Imagined peril from those fraudfnl lightSt 
By stratagem prepar'd. A real foe - • 
Meantime secured the undefended pass. 
This Myoon saw. EMaping tfaenco to me^ 
He, by my ovdetv^ kastans^te inform - 
Leonidas.' — She paiis'd. Like one, who sees . 
The forked lightning into shivers rive 
A knbtted oak, or cinimble towers to dust, 
Aghast was Medon ; then, recovering, spake^ 

< Thott boasted i^oiy af the' Oikan bouse t • 
If e'er thy brother bow*4 in reverence due * 
To thy superior virtues, let his voice* 
Be now regarded. From the' endangered fane^ 
My sister, fly. Whatever be my lot, 
A Uag^p seloet of Loefiana shall transport 
Tby seared person where thy wiU ordidns^^ ^ 

^Tlifaiknotof me! (retnmstlieAimes) To Greece 
Direct thy zeal. My peasants are conven'd^ 
That by their labour, when the fatal hour 
Requires, with massy fragments I may bar 
That cave to hnman ^tranee* Best belov'd 
Of brothers! now a serions ear incline. 
Awhile in Greece, to fortune's wanton gale^ 
His golden banner shall the Persian kiugy • 
Deluded, wave. Leonidas, by death 
Preserving Sparta, will his spirit leave 
To btasi the glittefuig pageant. Medon^ live . 
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To share tliatti^iy. Tbee to pdnikih«tft 
Mo iM) no Ofaele, eDjoim« Todie^ 
Vne^li d^ is biameftil. Let thy piotis haod . 
Secure Oileos from Barbarian force. 
To Sparta^ mindful of her noble bo8t, 
Entrust hb reverend bead*' The asj^emUeiibiads, 
Youths^ maideni^ wives witb sHi^eKi^ aH flieit 
breasts. 

Around her now in consternation stood, 
Ttie women weeping, mute, aghast the metf. 
To them »fae turns — ' You never, faithful rdccl 
Your priestess aball forsake. MeUasft heity 
Despairing never of tihe public weal^ 
For better days in solitude shail wait^ 
Shall cheer your sadness. My prophetic soul 
Sees through time's cloud the litierty of Greece 
More staUe^more effulgent. In his bkfod ' 
Leonidaa eements Ibe' Unshaken base 
Of that strong tower^ wldoh Athens sbaU exdt 
To cast a shadow o^er the eastern world.' 

This utter'd, tow'rd the temple's inmost seat 
Of sanctity, her solemn steps he bends. 
Devout, enraptur^db In their darkening lamps 
The palUd flsflnesareiainljng, Diin.thceilgh tnista 
The moming peeps. An awful silcttee pdgns< 
While Medou pensive from the fane descends^ 
But instant re-appears. Behind hira close 
Treads Mehbceus, thfiingb the cavera*a QM«tU 
Ascending^ pale in aspect $ not nnlike 
What legnads teU of speetres^ by tiiefbree 
Of necromantic sorcery eonslrain'd ; 
Through earth's cbrk bowels^ which the spell dis* 
jom*d, 

They fitoni^4eatb'A inaasion^ im r^hietant slalfa^ 
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Roee till Amlge tite s^r^ts of lbd»|{nrre», 
Or mysteries of fate. His cheerful brow, 
O'erclouded, paleness on his healthfal cheek, 
A doll, unwonted heaviaafle of pace^ 
PottflDd diaastirooa lidiflgi. Medcm a^ke^ 

^ Turn, holy flbttt? ( Bjr the goda betov^d, 
May they sustain thee in this mournful hour. 
Our father, good Oileus> is nO more !' — 
^ KeheatSQ thy tidings^wain*' — He takes the word**^ 

* Ttaoa wmt not pfwent, ¥ditii hia miad^ oat^ 

By aialliarr Gtteeei transported by his joy 

To entertain Leonidas, refusM 

Due rest. Old age his ardour had forgot ; 

To his laftt waking moment with his guest 

In raptatOQS talk redoBdaat* He al last^ 

Compos\l aad iiiiilng in Hh^ embitti^ af alcep^ 

To Pan's protection at the island^fiuie 

Was left. He wak'd no more. The fatal news^ 

To you discover'di from the ChiefB I hide.' 

Melissa beard, inctin'd her forehead low 
Before the' iaseiilptiir*d d^Maa* Ang^ 
BroktflPMi bar llMri, theBeaBc^Kftiw^har lip ' » 

^ The foil of days and honouni, through the gate 
Of painless slumber is retir'd. His tomb 
Shall stand among tiia fathers, in the shade 
Of Utown tmpMM. Placid wcte Mi da9% 
WMA floifTtt itotragb UatrinRi. A»amer|tai«» 
Whose ttd^i are ffowery^ and whoM mead^ma Ukf 
Meets in bis course a subterranean Toid ; 
There dips his silver head,^ agaui to rise, 
And,rising, glid^throUgbflowersandmeadawsneWf 
So sbaU OIkmr, ki Ibaie taa^i^r fields 
Vbere nemttmffemt^^ ncnr hwmA clMda 
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Id inist» disiolye^ nor wbite-desceDcliilg flaim 

Of winter violate Ih^ eternal green ; 

Where never gloom of troable shades the miad, 

Nor gust of passion heaves the quiet breast^ 

Nor dews of grief are sprinkled. Thou art |;ope^ 

Host of divine Leonidas on eacth I 

Art gone before him to prepare Ihe ftas^ 

Immortalizing virtue/ Siknt here. 

Around her head she wraps her haUow*d palL 

Her prudent virgins interpose a hymDy 

Not in a plaintive, bat nugestic flow, 

To which their fiogera, sweeping o*er the cimrdii 

The lyre^ Ml tone attemper. She nn veils ; 

Then, with a voice^ a eonntenanee tompos^d — 

• Go, Medon, pillar of tlie' Oi'lean house! 
New cares, new duties, claim thy precious life. 
Perform the pious obsequies. Let tears. 
Let groans, be absent from the sacred dust 
Which heaven in life.so fiivonr^d, more in death. 
A term of righteous days, an envied urn, 
Like his, for Medon, is Melissa^s prayer! 
Thou, Melibcens, cordial, high in rank 
Among the prudent, warn and watch tby lord. 
My benediction shall reward thy toal.* 

Sootffdby the blessings of -such perfect lips, . . 
They both depart. And now the climbiog son 
To Xerxes* tent discovered from afar 
The Persian captives with their mournful load. 
Before them nunour, thro^ her saUe tromp. 
Breathes lamentetion. Horror lends bii voice 
To spread the tidings of disastrous fate 
Along Spercheos. As a vapour black, 
Which from the distant, horizontal verge 

Ascendingi nearer still and nearer ben<b 
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To Mgber tands its progress, there condens'd^ 

Throws darkness o'er the valleys, while the ikce 
Of nature saddens round ; so, step by step, 
In motion slow, the' advancing bier diifas*d 
A solemn sadness o'er the camp. A hedge 
Of trembling spears on eitiier band is formVl* 
Tears, underneath Ms irm-pointed cofie, 
The Sacian drops. The Caspian savage feels 
His heart transpierced, and wonders at the pain. 
In Xerxes' presence are the bodies placed} 
Nor he forbids. His agitated breast 
AH night had weigVd against hn fhtnre hopes 
His present losses, his defeated ranks, 
By myriads thinn*d, their multitude abash'd, 
His fleet thrice-worsted, torn by storms, reduced 
To half its number. When he slept, in dreams 
He saw the haggard dead, which floated round 
The* adjoining strands. IMsasters new, thdr ghosts 
In sullen frowns, in shrill npbraidings, bode. 
Thus, ere the gory bier approach*d his eyes, 
He in dejection had already lost 
His kinglj pride, the parent of disdain 
And cold indiflference to human woes. 
Not ev*n beside his sister's nobler corae 
Her humble lover could awake his scorn. 
The captives told their piercing tale. He heard ; 
He felt awhile compassion. But ere long 
Tiiose traces vanished from the tyrants breast* 
His Ibrmer gloom redoubles. For himself 
His anxious bosom heaves, oppressed by fear, 
Lest he, with all his splendour, should be cast 
A prey to fortune. Thoughtful near the throne 
liaconiali exile waits, to whom the king— 
« O Demaratus t what will fiite ordain t 
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Her liir^r niMice, fbiriog alti^Q 

Invades my house witjb ravage, and mrofiiQ^ 
The blaod of great DariosF I bave sept 
From my unguarded side tUe chosen band,. 
My bravei^ ^|iie&, to pa^ the demtt^H} 
Have to ^ wvAwt of ^ spy 
My hopes intraate^. May not there the Qmkt^- 
In oppositiou aiore tremendous stiil. 
More ruinous, than yester beheld^i 
Maintain their po^t inviiiGil^le, ren^w 

Their atopy tliwid^t in ang^peipte^ 

And send whole %aarrie» the craggy st^^,^ 

Again to crush my army? Oh ! unfold 

Tliy secret thoughts, nor hide the harshest truths 

Say, what remains to hope The exile here-^ 

* Too well, O mon^rclil do thy fears pre^e 
Vlmt my b^fitfl tlv army* If liie Gr^elMfy 

ArraqgU witliin Thmnopylas, a pass 
Accessible aad practised, could repel 
With such destruction their umiumber'd foe^ 
What scen^ of ha? qo in^y untrodden pathjSi 
Confined among the creggy hills, affor4f 

iMt in 4eq^> ibQ momrcli sikot 8ftt^ . 
Not less umoan'd tham Xerxes, from his place 
Uprose Argcstes ; hut, concealing fear. 
These artful \vords delivered — ^ If the king, 
ProfitMMis, ^ills to spare his (lithful 
Nor spm^ ait mge t|ie, terron of his povrw^ 
More gentle means of comjpiest ^lap: by acuis. 
Nor less secure, may artifice si|pply., 
Renpwn*d Darius, thy immortal sir^, 
Bright in the ^ppil of kingdoms, loug in vain 
The fid<Ui «r pir^iiA « 
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Cyerepread. At leogt^i^ iwifidiBg in the witai 

Of Zopyt Q$y the mighty p^oce s^bdaed 
The Babyloiuaii ramparts. WIhi shall cpimt 
The thrpiies aad state» )>y stf^iUgem o'ertm|i\4 ^ 
But, if Gorrnptep join her ppw€ifi4 
Not one pfni «ln}<L Wlnit vi»e «f FMiesf 
That probity^ that w fs^iomy which the yell 
Of craft shall never blind, nor proffered wealth, 
Nor splendid power, seduce ? O Xerxes I born 
To moje thw, mortal greaUiei^t cimst tl^ ^nd^ 
Through Ikj ftwyy no da^t^iing gift 

VJwBb my alhn^ I#eoiiUbi»j Difpei 
The clood of sadness from those sacred eyefl^ 
Great monarch ! proffer to Laconia's chief 
What may Ihy own magnificence declare, 
And win )m fMBfUiipu O V hia motive ^^s^^ 
Invest him ao v wign« Tlw l^focqro hit vw^fd. • 
For thy sncceeding conquests*' Xerxes bei^e^ 
As from a trance awaktping, swift replies— 

^ Wise are thy dictates. Fly to Sputa's q^ief. 
Argestesy faU b^r^^^im^ him j<^iQ 
iff am; Wd rmgo 0'er every Q^eipiHii ^tnh^' 

He scm M )M»b'd^ ioM^ WfmVi 
Artuchus. Startled at the ^£^stly stag^ 
Of deaths that gqardian of t\yQ Persian ^ 
Thus in a gr4>an — ^ Thou deity maligm^ 
O AruMPioSy what n bitter draught 
For nqrMi.ilpA Ibsr emUgr tmlh 9^4' 
Is this thcf jfiaw«?r of woroeni to diairge 
80 lately given ? Oh ! princess, I h^Vi^ ra^g'd 
The whole Spherchean valley, woods f^nd c^ye^^ 
In quest of tb^^, f<>aDdbere a lifeless co^se^ 
Astonishmwl wdl horror look tOQgu^*' 
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Dispeird his black despondency awhile^ 
With gall more black efiacing from his heart 
jElach merciful impression. Stern he spake — 

^ Remove her, satrap, to the female train. 
Let them the doe soleniiiitieB petfemu 
Bnt never she, by Mittira^ li^t I swear, 
Shall sleep ii} Susa with her kindred dusty 
Who by ignoble passions hath deba«'d 
The blood of Xerxes. Greece beheld her shame ^ 
Let Greece behold her tomb. The low^honi slave. 
Who daf'd to Xerxes* sister lift his tepes, 
On some bare crag expose/ The Spartan hev^— 

* My royal patron, let me speak — and die. 
If such thy will. This cold, disfigured clay 
Was late thy soldier, gallantly who fooght^ 
Who nobly perisfa'd, long the dearest friend 
Of Hyperanthes, haaarding his life 
Now in thy cause. 0*er Persians thou dost reign; 
None more than Persians venerate the brave !* 

' Well hath he spoke; (Artuchus firm sobjoins:) 
But, if the king his rigom* will inflict 
On this dead warrior, Heliven overlook the deed,- 
Nor on bur heads acenmnlate firesh woes I * 
The shattered fleet, the' intimidated camp, 
The band select, through QEta*s daugerous wilda 
At this dread crisis straggling, must obtain ' > 
Support from heaven, or Asia's glory fidls.* 

Pell pride, recoiling at these awfid words 
Tn Xerxes' frozen bosom, yields to fear, 
Resuming there the sway. He grants the corse 
To Demaratus. Forth Artuchus moves 
Behind the bier, uplifted by his traiu. 

Aigestesy parted from his master's side. 
Ascends a car; and^ speeding d^er the beacdiy • 
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Sees Artemisia. She, the asbes pale 
Of slaaghtei^d Carians, on the pyre consum'dy 
Was tlien collecting for the funeral vase 
In exclamation thus — ^ My subjects, lost 
On eluth, deserad to happier ctimeft below— « 
The Ikwnhig, dastard connseilors, who left 
Your worth deserted in the hour of need, 
May kites disfigure, may the wolf devour---^ 
Shade of my hosband! thou salute in smiles 
lliese gallant warrion, &itlifbi once to thee, . 
Nor less to me. They tidings will report 
Of Artemisia, to revive thy love- 
May wretches like Argestes never clasp 
Their wives, their offipringl Never greet their 
homes ! 

May their nnboried Imibs dismiss their ghosts 
To wail for ever on'the banks of Styx !' 
Then, turning toward her son — * Come, virtuous 

boy, 

Let OS transport these relics of onr friends 
To yon tail bark, in pendent sable dad. 
Tbey, if ber keel be destin'd to retam. 
Shall in paternal monuments repose. 
liCt us embark. Till Xerxes shuts his ear 
To false Argestes, in her vessel hid 
Shall Artemisia^s gratitude lament 
Her bonnteoos Sovere ign's fiite. Leander, mark I 
The Doric virtnes are not eastern plants. 
Them foster still within thy genei'ons breast; 
But keep in covert from the blaze of courts j 
Where flattery's guile, in oily words proAise, 
In action tardy, o*er the' ingennoos tongue, 
The arm of valonr, and the fiuthftd heart. 
Will ever triumph. Yet my soul enjoys 
VOL. ir. o 
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Her own presage, that destiiiy nterves 

An hour for my revenge.* Concluding here, 
She gains the fleet. Argestes sweeps along 
On rapid wheels from Artemisia's view ^ 
like JNij^t, prote^reas feal of heineiui 6e^, 
With treason, rape, and murder, at her heel. 
Before the eye of Morn retreating swift. 
To hide her loathsome visage. Soon he reach'd 
Thermopylae ; descending from his car^ 
Was led by Ditbyrambns to the teat 
Of Sparta's nder. Since the fatal news 
By M ycon late delivered, he apart 
With Polydorus had consulted long 
On high attempts; and, now seqnester'dy sat 
To ruminate on vengeance. At his feet 
JEhrone fell the satrap, and bc^n-*^ The will 
Of Xerxes b«ds me prostrate to the earlli. 
Before thy presence. Crreat and matchless Chief f 
Thus says the lord of Asia, " Join my arms: 
Thy recompiense is Greece* Her fruitful plaini^ 
Her genevons steeds, her flocks, her nomerona 
towns, 

Her sons, I render to thy sovereign hand.''*— 
And, O illustrious warnor! heed my word9« 
Think on the bliss of royalty, the pomp 
Of courts, their endless pleasures, trains of slaves^ 
Who restless watch for thee and thy deUghls* 
Think on the glories of nnrivall'd swi^* 
Look on the' Ionic, on the* lEolian Greeks. 
From them their phantom Liberty is flown ; 
While iu each province, rais'd by Xerxes' power. 
Some favour'd chief presides ; exalted state. 
Ne'er given by envious freedom. On his head 
He bears thegoigeons diadcin; he aeies 
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His eqaab oneei in adortfdOQ stoop 
Beneath his footstool. What superior beams 
Will from thy temples blaze, when general Greece 
In noblest states abounding^ caUft thee lord ^ 
Thee only worthy I Uow will eaeb rejoice' 
ArouBd thy throne, and hail the* auspicious day 
When thou, distingiBsh'd by the Persian king 
Didst in thy sway consenting nations blessw ' 
Didst calm the fury of unsparing war, 
Whkh else had delug*d all with blood md flames!* 

Leonidas relies not, bnl commands 
The Thespian youUi, stHl watchful near tlie tent 
To summon all the Grecians. He obeys, ' * 

The king uprises from iiis seat, and bids 
The Persian follow. He, amaz'd, attends. 
Surrounded soon by each assembling band ; 
When tfatas at length the godlike Spartan spake— 

* Here, Persian, tell tby embassy. Repeat 
That, to obtain my friendship, Asia's prince 
To me hath proflfer'd sovereignty o'er Greece: 
Then view these bands, whose valomrsball preserve 
That Greece oneonqner'd which yonrking bestows • 
Shall strew your bodies on her crimsoned plains. ' 
The indignation, painted on their looks, 
Their generous scorn, may answer for tlieir Chief. 
Yet from Iieonidas, thon wtetch, innr'd 
To vnssdbge and baseness, hear.— The pomp 
The arts of pleasure in despotic courts, ' 
I spurn, abhorrent ! In a spotless heart 
I look for pleasure. I from righteous deeds 
Derive my splendour. No adoring crowd. 
No purpled shivos, no mercenaiy spears, 
My state embarrass. . I in Sparta rule 
By laws, my rulers, with a guattd unknown 
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To Xerxes, public eonfidence and love. 

No pale suspicion of the' empoison'd bowl^ 
Tlie' assassin's poniard, or provoked revolt, 
Chase from my decent couch the peace deoied 
To hii resplendent canopy, Tby king^ 
Who bath proiWd by proiSer^d bribes my ear. 
Dares not to meet my arm. Thee, trembling slave^ 
Whose embassy was treason, I despise, 
And therefore spare.' Diomedon subjoins-— 

^ Our marble temples these Barbaikms waste^ 
A crime less impions than a bare attempt 
Of sacrilege on ?irtne ! Grant my snit, 
Thou living temple, vi^here the goddess dwells. 
To me consign the caitiff. Soon the winds 
Shall parch his limbs on CEta's. tallest pine/ 

Amidst his Airy suddenly retnro*d 
The speed of Alphens. All, suspended, fix'd 
On him their eyes, impatient. He began— 

^ I am retnm'd a messenger of ill. 
Close to the passage, opening into Greece, 
That post committed to the Pbocian goard^ 
O'erhangs a bnshy cliff. A station there 
Behind 2ie shrobs by dead of night I took^ 
Though not in darkness. Purple was the i^ce 
Of heaven. Beneath my feet the valleys glow'd* 
A range immense of wood-invested hills, 
Tbe boundaries of Greece, were dad in flames ; 
An act of froward chance, or crafty foes, 
To cast dismay. The crackling pines I heard ; 
Their branches sparkled, and the thickets blas'd* 
In hillo^cks embers rose. Embodied fire^ 
As from unnumbered furnaces, I saw 
Mounthigh^ through vacant trunks of headless oaksy 
Broad-ba^d, and dfy with age* Barbariap hebons^ 

4 
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Shields, javelins, sabres, gleamiDg from bdbiir^ 
Fall soon discovered to my tortured sight 
The straits in Pei-sia's power. The Phociaa Cbie^ 
Whatever the cause, relinqoishiiig his post, 
Was to a neighboariog eminence remov'd ; 
There, by the foe neglected or contemn'd, 
Remain'd in arms, and neither fled nor fought 
I stay'd for day-spring ; then the Persians mov'd* 
To-morrow's sun will see their numbers here.' 

He said no more. Unutterable fear 
In horrid silence wraps the listening crowd. 
Aghast, confounded. Silent are the Chiefi, 
Who feel no terror ; yet, in wonder fix'd, 
Thick-wedg*d, enclose Leonidas around. 
Who thus in calmest elocution spake-^ 

* I now behold the oracle folfiU'd. 
Then art thou near, thou glorious, sacred hour, 
Which shalt my country's liberty secure. 
Thrice hail, thou solemn period I Thee the tongues 
Of virtue, &me, and freedom, shall proclaim, 
Shall celebrate, in ages yet unborn. 
Thou godlike offspring of a godlike sire, 
To him my kindest greetings, Medon, bear. 
Farewell, Megistias, holy friend, and ^ave I 
Thou too, experienc'd, venerable chief, 
Demophilus, fiirewell ! Farewell to thee, 
Invincible Diomedon ! to thee, 
UneqnalI'd Ditfayrambus ! and to all, 
Ye other dauntless warriors, who may claim 
Praise from my lips, and friendship from my heart! 
You, after all the wonders which your swords 
Have here accomplish'd| will enrich your names 
By fresh renown. Your valour must complete 
What oni^a begins. Here first ihtf astonished foe 
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On dying Spartans shall, with terror, gaze. 
And tremble, while he conquers. Then, by fate 
Led from his dreadftil victory to meet 
United Greece in phalanx o'er the plain. 
By your avcngiitg spean himself shall ftU/ 
Forth from the* assembly strides Plato^adiie^ 
iSy the twelve gods, enthroned in heaven saprenae. 
By my fair name, unsullied yet, I swear 
Thine eye, Leonidas, shall ne'er behold 
Diomedon forsake thee. First let strengtb 
Desert my limbsy and fortitude my heart. 
Did I not Ace the Marathonian war ? 
Have I not seen Thermopylae ? Wfiat more 
Can fame bestow, which I should wait to share? 
Where can I, living, purchase brighter praise 
Than dying here? What more illostrloos tomb 
Can I obndn than, buried in the heaps 
Of Persians, fall'n my victims, on this rock 
To lie, distinguished by a thousand wounds?* 
He ended ^ when Demophilus*-^^ O king 
Of lacedaemon^ pride of hnman race^ 
Whom none e'er eqnalPd but the seed of Jofe, 
Thy own forefether, number'd with the gods, 
I-o, I am old ! With faltering steps I tread 
The prone descent of years. My country claim'd 
My youth, my ripeness. Feeble age but yields 
An empty name of service. What remains 
For me, unequal to the winged speed 
Of active hours, which court the swift and young? 
What eligible wish can vrisdom form, 
But to die wellp Demophilus shall close 
With thee, O hero ! on this glorious earth 
His e?e of life.' The youth of Thespia next 
Addres3*d Leonidas^* O fir^t of Greeks ! 
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Ble too think worttiy to attend tfay finne 
IVith this most dear, this venerable mati. 
For ever honoured from my tenderest age, 
E'en till on life's extremity we part. 
Nor too aspiring let my hopes be deem'd. 
Should the Barbarian in his triumph mark 
My youthfiil limbs among the gory heaps. 
Perhaps remembrance may unnerve his arm 
lu future fields of contest with a race. 
To whom the tiower, the blooming joys of life 
Are less alluring than a noble death.' 

To him his second parent — * Wilt thou bleed^ 
My Dithyrambus ? But I here withhold 
All counsel from thee, who art wise as brave. 
I know thy magnanimity. I read 
Thy generous thoughts. Decided is thy choice. 
Come then, attendants on a godlike shade. 
When to tiie^ Elysian ancestry of Greece 
Descends her great protector, we will show 
To Harmatides an ilhistrious son, 
And no unworthy brother. We wiU link 
Onr shields togetiber. We will press the ground. 
Still undiTided in tiie arms of death. 
So, if the* attentive traveller we draw 
To our cold relics, wondering, shall he trace 
The different scene* then, pregnant with applausej 

O wise old man ! (exclaim) the hour of fate 
Weil didst thou choose ; and, O unequalled youthi 
Who for thy country didst thy bloom devote, 
May'st thou remain for ever dear to fame ! 
May time rejoice to name thee ! O'er thy urn 
May everlasting peace her pinion spread'V 

This said, the hero with his liited shield 
His feee o'eiahades ^ he drops a secret tear : 
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Not tliis a tear of anguish, but deriv'd 
From fond affection^ growa mature mlh lime^ 
Awak'd a manly tendeniess alone, 
Uiiioix*d witli pity^ or with vain regret.^ 

A stream of duty, gratitude, and love, 
Plow'd from the heart of Harmatides' son, 
Addressing straight Leonidas^ whose lookk . 
Declared unspeakable applause—^ O king^ 
Of LacedaBmon ! now cUstribote praise . 
From thy accnstom'd jnstice, small to me^ 
To liim a portion large. His guardian caie^ , 
His kind instruction, liis example, trained 
My infancy, my youtli. From him I learn'd 
To live unspotted. Could I less than learn 
From him to die with honour?* M edon bears* 
Shook by a whirlwind of contending thoughts^ 
Strong heaves his manly bosom, under awe 
Of wise Melissa, torn by friendship, fir'd 
By such example high. In dubious state 
So rolls a vessel, when the^ inflated waves , 
Her planks assail, and winds her canvass rend^ . 
The rudder labours, and requires a hand 
Of firm, deliberate skill. The generous king ; 
Perceives the hero's struggle, and piepares 
To interpose relief y when instant eame 
Dieneces before them. Short hespake*^ 

* Barbarian myriads through the secret pass 
Have enter'd Greece. Leonidas, by morn 
Expect them here. My slender force 1 spared ; 
There to have died was useless. We return 
With thee to perish. Union of our strength . 
Will render more illnstrioos to onrselvesy . 
And to the foe more terrible, our fall.' 
Megistias last accosts I^aconia's king— 
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^ ThoUi whom the gods have chosen to exait 
Above mankind in virtue and renown^ 

0 call not me presumptuous, who implore 

Among these heroes thy regardful ear! 

To Lacedapmon I a stranger came, « 

There found protection. There to honours rais*c^ 

1 have not yet the benefit repaS* 

That now the generous Spartans may behold 
In me tlieir large beneficence not vam, 
Here to their cause I consecrate my breath/ 

^ Not so, Megistias; (interpos'd the king) 
Thou and tliy son retire/ Again the seer^ 

* Forbid it, thott eternally ador*d ; 
O Jove ! confirm my persevering soul, 
Nor let me these auspicious moments lose, 
When to my bounteous patrons I may show 
That I deserved their favour. Thou, my child. 
Dear Menalippus, heed the king's commandi 
And my paternal tenderness revere* 
Thou from these ranks witlidraw thee, to my use 
Thy arms surrendering. Fortune will supply 
New proofs of valour. Vanquish then, or find 
A glorious grave ; but spare tliy fiithcr's eye - 
The bitter anguish to beliold tliy youth 
Untimely bleed before him.' Grief suspends 
His speech, and interchangeably their arms 
Impart the last embraces. Either weeps^ 
The hoary parent and the blooming son. 

But from bis temples the pontific vmath 
Mcgistias now unloosens. He resigns 
His hallow'd vestments; while the youth in teaia 
The helmet o*er his parent's snowy locks. 
O'er his broad chest adjusts the radiant mail. 

Dieneces was nigh. Oppressed by shame. 
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His downcast visage Mehalippos hid 

From him, who .cheerful tiras—^ Thou needst not 

blush. 

Thou hear\st thy father and the kw^ commaud, 
W4tat I suggested, thy departure hence. 
Train'd by my casfj, a soldier thou retam'st» 
Go, practise my instnictions. Oft in fields 
Of fatore conflict may thy prowess call 
Me to remembrance. Spare thy words. Farewell V 

While such contempt of life, such fervid zeai 
To die with glory, animate the Greeks, 
Far different thoughts possess Argestes' 80ul< 
Amaase and mingled terror chill his blood. 
Cold drops, distill'd from every pore, bedew 
His shivering flesh. His bosom pants. His knees 
Yield to their burden. Ghastly pale his cheeks ; 
Pale are his lips, and trembUng. Such the minds 
Of slates corrupt; on them the beauteous iace 
Of virtue turns to horror. But these words 
From Laceda3nion*s chief the wretch relieve — 

' Return to Xerxes. Tell him, on this rock 
/ The Grecians, iaithfui to their trust, await 
His chosen myriads. Tell him, thou hast seen 
How far the lust of empire is below 
A freeborn spirit; that my death, which seals 
My country's safety, is indeed a boon 
His folly gives, a precious boon, which Greece 
Will by perdition to his throne repay/ 

He said. The Persian hastens through the pass* 
Once more the stern Diomedon arose. 
Wrath overcast his forehead while he spake— 

* Yet more muststay and bleed. Detested Thebes 
Ne'er shall receive her traitors back. Thto spot 
Shall see their perfidy aton'd by deaths 
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Ev'n from that power to which their abject hearts 
Have sacrificed their faith. Nor dare to hope^ 
Ye vile dtsserters of tlie pablic weal^ 
Ye coward slaves, that, mingled in the heaps 
Of generous victims to their country's good, 
You shall your shame couceaL Whoe'er shall pass 
Along this field of glorious slain^ and mark 
For veneration every nobler corse^ 
His heart though warm in rapturous applause^ 
Awhile shall curb the transport, to repeat 
His execrations o'er such impious heads, 
On whom that fate, to others yielding fame, 
Is infamy and vengeance.' Dreadful thus 
On the pale Thebans sentence he pronoonc'd. 
like Rhadamanthus, from the' infernal seat 
Of judgment, which inexorably dooms 
The guilty dead to ever-durini^ pain ; 
While Phlegetboa his flaming volumes rolls 
Before their sight, and ruthless furies ^ake 
Their hissing serpents. All the Greeks assent 
In clamours, echoing through the concave rock* 
ForUi Anaxander in the' assembly stood. 
Which he address'd with indignation feign'd : 

^ If yet your clamours, Grecians, are allay 'd, 
Lol I appear before yon^ to demand 
"Why these my brave companions, who alone 
Among the Thebans, through dissuading crowds, 
Their passage forc'd to join your camp, should bear 
The name of traitors? By an exil'd wretch 
We are traduced; by Demaratus, driv'n 
From Spartan confines, who hath meanly sought 
Barbarian courts for shelter. Hath he drawn 
Such virtues thence, that Sparta, wlio before 
Held him unworthy of his native sway. 
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Should trust him now, and doubt auxiliar-fiiends? 
Injurious man! We scorn the thoughts of flight. 
Let Asia bring her numbers; unconstrained. 
We will confront them, and for Greece expire.' 

Thus in the garb of virtue be adorn*d 
Necessity. Laconia's king pereeiv*dy 
Through all its ftir disguise, the traitoi's heart. 
So, when at first mankind in science rude 
Rever'd the moon, as bright in native beams, 
Some sage, who walk'd with nature through her 
works, 

By wisdom Ied, di8cem'd*tbe various orb, 
D^rk in itself, in foreign splendours clad. 

Leonidas concludes — * Ye Spartans! hear; 
Hear you, O Grecians! in oar lot by choice • 
Partakers, destined to enrol your names 
In time's eternal record, and enhance 
Your country's lustre: lot the noontide blaze 
Inflames the broad horizon. Each retire; 
Each in his tent invoke the power of sleep, . 
To brace his vigour, to enlarge his strength 
For long endurance. When the sun descends. 
Let each appear in arms. You, brave allies 
Of Conntli, Pblins, and Mycense's towers. 
Arcadians, Locrians, must not yet depart. 
While we repose, en)hattled wait. Retreat 
When we our tents abandon. I resign 
To i^at Oileus' son supreme command. 
Take my embraces, JEsdiylns! Tiie fleet 
Expects thee. To Themistocles report 
What thou hastseen and heard.' « O thrice farewell !' 
Tlie' Athenian answered — * To yourselves, my 
Your virtues immortality secure, [friends^ 
Your bright examples victory to^QreiBce*' 
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Setaining tiiese iDjwuetioiis, all digpeitfd; 

While in his t^nt Leonidas remain'd 
Apart with Agis, whom he thus bespake — 

' Yet in our fall the ponderous hand of Greece 
Shall Asia feel. This Persian's welcome-tale 
Of OS, inextricably doom'd ber prey^ 
As by the force of sorcery, will wrap 
Security around her, will suppress 
All sense, all thought, of danger. Brother, know 
That, soon as Cynthia from the vault of heav'n 
Withdraws her shining lamp, throngh Asia's host 
Shall massacre and desolation rage. 
Yet not to base associates will I trust 
My vast design. Their perfidy might warn 
The unsuspecting foe, our fairest fruits 
Of glory thus be withered. Ere we movey 
WbUe^ on the solemn sacrifice intent^ 
As Lacedsemon's meient laws oidain, 
Our prayers we offer to tiie tuneful nine, 
Thou whisper, through the wilUng ranks of Thebes^ 
Slow, and in silence, to disperse and fly/ 

Now, left by Agis, on his concb reclin'd, 
The Spartan king thus meditates idone— 

* My fate is now impending. O my soul! 
What more auspicious period couldst thou choose 
For death than now, when, beating high in joy, m 
Then teli'st me I am happy? If to live, 
Or die, as virtue dictates, be to know 
The purest bliss ; if she her charms displays, 
Still lovely, still unfading, still serene, 
To youth, to age, to death ; whatever be 
Those other climes of happiness unchanged, 
WUcb heaven in dark fntority conceals, 
Still here, O virtue i tboa art aU our good. 
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Oh ! what a Mack, unspeakable reverse 
Must tlie unrighteous, must the tyrant prove? 
What in the struggle of departing day, 
When life's last glimpse, extinguishing, presents 
Unknown, inextricable gloom P Bnt bow 
Can I explain ttae terrors of a breaat 
Where guilt resides? Leonidas, forego 
The horrible conception, and again 
Within thy own felicity retire; 
Bow grateful down to biniy who form*d tliy aund 
Of crimes unfruitful^ never to admit 
The black impression of a guilty thought. 
Else could I tearless, by deliberate choice, 
Relinquish life ? This calm from minds deprav'd 
Is ever absent. OtX in them the force 
Of some prevailing passion for a time 
Suppresses fear. Precipitate they lose 
The sense of danger; when dominion, wealdi^ 
Or purple pomp, enchant ihe dazzled sight, 
Pursuing still the joys of life alone. 
But he^ who calmly seeks a certiun death^ 
When duty only, and the general good, . 
Direct his conrage, must a soul possess, 
Which, all content deducing from itself, 
Can, by unerring virtue's constant light, 
Discern when deatii is worthy of his choice. 
The map, thus great and happy, in the scope 
Of his large mind is^ stretcb'd beyond his date* 
Ev'n on this shore of being, he in tiiou^t 
Supremely bless'd, anticipates the good, 
* Which late posterity from iiini derives.' 
At length the hero's meditations close. 
The swelling transport of his heart siriisidea 
In soft oblivion ; and the silken plumes 
Of sleep envelop his extended limbs. 
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Leonidas, rising before snn-set, diainiBses the forces nnder the 
commaDd of Medoa; but, obaeridng a relactance In him to 
departs reminds him of bis daty» and gives him an afife^ 
tlonate farewell. He then relates to hia own select band a 

• dreamy which is interpreted by Megistias ; arms himself, aod 
marcheSi Id procesaioB with his whole troop, to an altar newly 
raised on a'neighl^)uring meadow; there offers a sacrifice 
to the Moses : he invokes the assistance of those goddesses ; 
he animates his leompaoiona; then, pUcing himself at their 
heati, ieadathem ag^insi the Anemy In the dMd of the night. 
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The day was closing. Agis left his tent. 
He sought bis godlike brother. Him he fbimd 
StretcVd o'er Ms tranquil coQch. His looks re taia'd 
Tiie chcerfiil tincture of his waking thoughts, 
To gladden sleep. So smile soft evening-skies^ 
Yet streak'd with ruddy light, when summer's suns 
Have veiled thwbeamingforeheads. 'JfraD8portfill'4 
The eye of Agis; friendship swell'd his heart; 
His yielding knee in veneration bent; 
The hero's hand he kiss'd, then fervent thus-^ 

^ O excellence ioefiable! receive 
This secret homage ; and may gentle sleep 
Yet longer seal thine eyelids, that, imblamVf, 
I may fall down before thee,* He concUides 
In adoration of his friend divine, 
Whose brow the shades of slumber now lorsake# 
Sot ^en the rismg son resnmes his state, 
Some white-rob'd magus on Euphrates^ slde^ 
Or Indian seer on Ganges, prostrate ialis 
Before the' eoieru:ing glory, to salute 
That radiant emblem of the' immortal mind. 

Uprise botli heroes. From their tents in amnm 
Appear the bands select. The other Grdtics ' 
Are filing homeward. Only Medon stops. * 

VOL. ii» • ^ H- ' 
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M elisaa'ft dictates be forgets awhile. 
All inattentive to the warning voice 

Of Meliboeus, earnest he surveys 

Leonidas. Such constancy of zeal 

In good Oileus' oflbpring brings the sire 

To fall remembrance in that solemn hour. 

And draws these cordial accents from.the kmg — 

< Approach me, Locrian! In thy look I trace 
Consummate faith and love. But, vers'd in arms. 
Against thy generals orders wouldst thou stay? 
Go, prove to kind Oileus that my heart 
Of him wa& mindfuly wben flie gates of deatb 
I barr'd against his son. Yon gallant Greeks, 
To thy commanding care from mine transfer d. 
Remove from certain slaughter. Last repair^ 
To IiacedsBinon* Thither lead thy $ii:e« - 
Say to her senate, to.her people tell. 
Here didst thou leave their conntrymen and king. 
On death resolv'd, obedient to the laws.' 

The Liocrian chief, restraining tears, replies*-— 
^ My sire, left slumbering in the island-fane. 
Awoke no more.'~^ Tfaep joyiid I shall meet 
Him soon the king made answer * Let thy worth 
Supply thy father^s. Virtue bids me die, 
Thee live. Farewell!* — Now Medon's grier,o*er-aw'd 
By wisdom, leaves his long-suspended mind 
To firm decision. He departt^ prepared 
For all the doties of a man, by deeds 
To prove himself the friend of Sparta's king, 
Melissa's brother, and Oileus' son. 

The generous victuns of the public weal . 
Assembled no^, Leonidas salutes^ 
ffis pregnant soni disburdening^^ O, fhrice hail i 
Surround me. Grecians to my words attend. — . 
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Tbis eveoiD^a aleq^ no sooner presa^d my browa^ 
Than, o'er my bead the empyreal form 

Of heaven-enthroD d Alcides was display/d. 

I saw his magnitude divine. His voice 

I heard^ his solemn mandate to arise. 

I rose. He bade me £oUonr. I obey'd* 

A moontam'a smnmit^ clear'd from miat or elond^ 

We reached in silence. Suddenly the howl 

Of wolves and dogs, the vulture's piercing siiriek^ 

The yell of every beaatand bird of prey, 

Diacordant gmted on my ear. I tam*d. 

A aorfaoe bideooa^ delog'd o'er with bloody 

Beyond my view inimitably stretched, 

One vast expanse of horror. There, supine. 

Of huge dimenaion^ covering half the plain^ 

A giant corae lay mangled, red with wounds, 

Ddv'd in the* enormona 'fledi, which, bnMUing, fed 

Ten thousand thousand grisly beaks and jaws, 

Insatiably devouring. Mute I gaz'd ; 

When ftom behind I heard a second sounds 

like aorgea tnipbling o'er aoraggy shore. 

Again I tnm'd. An ocean there appeared 

With riven keels and shronds, with shiver'd oars, 

With arms and weltering carcases bestrewn, 

Innumerous. The billows foam'd in blood. , 

But where th« walersinnobeerv'd before, 

Between two adverse shores, contxacting roU'd. 

A stormy current, on the beach forlorn 

One of majestic stature I descried, 

In ornaments imperial. Oft he bent 

Ou me his clouded eyehalla. Oft nqr name * 

He sounded forth in execrations Joud; 

Then rent his splendid garments ; then| his head 

In rage divested of its graqeiul hairs* 
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Impatieiit now he ey^d a slender skiff, 

Wkicli| moQ&ted high on boisttons waves, ap« 

proach'd. 

With indignatioD^ with reluctant f^rief, 
Once more his sight revertingi he embark'd 
Amid the perils of the frowning deep. 
M O thou! by glorious actions ranlc'd in heav'n, 
(I here exclaim'd) instruct me. What produc'd ' 
This desolation f " Hercules replied ; 
^< Let thy astonish'd eye again survey 
The scene thy sonl abhorr'd.'' Ilool^'d. I saw 
A land where plenty^ willi disporting bands, 
Pour'd all the fruits of Amalthea's horn ; 
Where bloom'd the olive ; where the clustering vine 
With her broad foliage mantled every lull^ 
Where Ceres with eznberance enrob'd 
The pregnant bosoms of the fields in gold; 
Wliere spacious towns, whose circuits proud con- 
tain'd 

The dazzling works of wealtii, along the banks 
Of copious rivers show'd their stately towers, 
The strengtfi and splendoar of the peopled land. 
Then, in a moment clouds obscur'd my view; . 
At once all vanish d from my waking eyes.' 

< Thrice I salute the omen! (lojid began 
The sage Megistias:) < In this mystic dream 
I see my country's victories. Hie land, 
The deep, shall own her tiiumphs: while the tears 
Of Asia and of Libya shall deplore 
Their of&pring, cast before the vulture's beak, ' 
And eveiy monstrous native of the mauu * 
These joyous fields of plenty picture Greece, 
Enrich'd by conquest and Barbarian spoils. 
He, whom thou saw'st, in regal vesture clad. 
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Print on the sand his solitary step^ 

Is XenceSy foU'd and fugitive.' So spake 

The reverend augur. Every boffom felt 

Enthusiastic rapture Joy beyond 

All sense and all conception, but of those 

Who die to save their country! Here again 

The' exulting band Leonidas addressed — 

^ Since happineas from virtue is derived. 
Who for his country dies, tbat moment proves 
Most happy, as most virtuous. Such our lot* 
Bnt go, Megistias; instantly prepare 
The sacred fuel, and the victim due, 
That to the Muses (so by Sparta's law 
We are enjoin'd) our offerings may be paid 
Before we march. Remember, from the rites 
Let every sound be absent ; not the fife, 
Not ev'n the music-breathing flute, be heard«^ 
Meantime^ ye leaders, every band instruct 
To move in 8iIenee.'~Mindful of their chaige. 
The cbiefii depart. Leonidas provides 
His various armour. Agis close attends, 
His best assistant. First a breastplate arms 
The spacious chest O'er this the hero spreads 
Tiie mailed cuirass,, from his shoulders hung. 
A shining belt infolds his mighty loins. 
Next, on his stately temples he erects 
The plumed helm ; then grasps his pondrous shield} 
Where, nigh the centre, on projecting br9ss> 
The' inimitable artist had eraboss'd 
The shape of great Alcides, whom to gain 
Two goddesses contended. Pleasure here 
Won, by soft wiles, the' attracted eye ; and there 
The form of Virtue dignified the scene. 
In her miiiestic sweetness was display'd 
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The mind snbiime and happy. From her lips 
Seem'd eloquence to flow. In look serene^ 
But fix'd intensely on the son of Jove, 
She wav'd her hand^ where, winding to the dues. 
Her patlw ancebded. On tfie aamintt stood, 
Supported by a trophy near to heav'n, 
Fame, and protended her eternal trump. 
The youth, attentive to her wisdom, own'd 
The prevalence of Virtue ; wh9e his eye. 
Filled by that spirit wbidi redeemed the world 
From tyranny and monsters, darted flames, 
Not undescried by Pleasure, where she lay 
Beneath a gorgeous canopy. Around 
Were flovrerets strewn, and wntonly in riOs 
A fount meandered. All relas^d her limbs $ 
Nor wanting yet solicitude to gain, 
What lost she fear'd, as struggling with despair^ 
She seem*d collecting every power to charm: 
Excess of sweet allurement she diffu^d 
In vain. Still Virtue sway'd Alcides* mind. 
Hence all his labours. Wrought with varied art, 
The shield's external surface they enrich'd. 

This portraiture of glory on bis arm 
Leonidas displays, and, towering, strides 
From bis pavilion. Ready are tiie bands. 
The chiefs assume their station. Torches blaze 
Througti every file. All now in silent pace 
To Join in solemn sacrifice proceed. 
First Polydorus bears the hallo w'd knife, . 
The sacred salt and barley. At his side 
Diomedon sustains a weighty mace. 
The priest, Megistias, follows like the rest 
In polish'd armour. White as winter's flette^ 
A fillet round his shining helm reveals 
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The sacerdotal honours. By the horns. 

Where laurels twine, with Alpheus, INIaroa leads 

The consecrated ox: andlol behind 

Leonidu advances. Never be 

In meh transcendent majesty was seen; 

And his own virtue never so enjoy'd. 

Successive move Dieneces the brave ; 

In hoary state Demophilus ; the bloom 

Of DitbytambiiSi glowing in the hope 

Of fiittiFe praise; the generoiis Agis next^ 

Serene and graceful ; last, the Theban chiefs^ 

Repining, ignominious ; then slow march 

The troops, all mute, nor shake tlieir bi-azen arms. 

Not from Thermopyte remote the bills 
Of CEta, yielding to a fitdtfid dale, 
Within their side, half circling, had enclosed 
A fair expanse in verdure smooth. The bounds 
Were edg*d by wood, o'erlook'd by snowy cliffs, 
Which ih»nitliAcloudsbent,iiiowDing« Downarod^^ 
Above the loftiest snmmit of the grove, 
A tumbling torrent wore the shagged stone ; 
Then, gleaming through the intervals of shade, 
Attain'd the valley, where the level stream 
Diffiis'd refreshmmt. On its banks the Greeks 
Had raised a rustic altar, fram^ of torf. 
Broad was the surface, high in piles of wood, 
All interspers*d with laurel. Purer deem*d 
Than river, lake, or fonntain, in a vase 
Old Ocean's briny element was plac'd 
Before the altar ;%nd of wine unmix'd 
Capacious goblets stood. Megistlas now 
His helm nnloosen'd. With his snowy head 
Uncovered, round the solemn pile he trod. 
He shook a branch of hnure!, scattering wide 
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The sacred moisture of the maim His hand 
Next on the altar, on the victim strew d 
The mingled salt and barley. Oer the horns 
The' inverted chahce^ foaming from the grape^ 
Bischarg'd a hch Ubatioo. Then approadi^d 
Piomedon* Megistias gave liie sign. 
Down souk the victim by a deathi^l stroke. 
Nor groaned. The augur buried in the throat 
His hallow'd steel. A purple current flow'd. 
Now smok'd the staictore, mm it flamVt abroad 
In sudden splendour. Deep in circling ranks 
The Grecians pressed. Each held a sparkling brandy 
The beaming lances intermix'd ; the helms. 
The burnished armour, multiplied the blaze^ 
Leonidas drew nigh. Before the pile 
His feet be plant^. From bis brows rerooT*d, 
The casque to Agis he consigned ; his shield^ 
His spear to Dithyrambus ; then, his arms 
. Extending, forth in supplication broke — 

' Uarmonioos daughters of Olympian Jore I 
WbOy Bu the top of Helicon ador*d| 
And high Parnassus, witfi delighted ears 
Bend to the warble of Castalia's stream, 
Or Aganippe's murmur; if from thenc/e 
We must invoke your presence, or along 
The neighbouring mountains with propitious stepa 
If now you grace your consecrated bowers. 
Look down, ye Muses* ! nor disdain to stand 
Each an immortal witness of our fate. 
But with you bring fair Liberty, whom Jove 
And you must honour. Let her sacred eyes 
Appr4>ve her dying Grecians ; let her voice 
%n exultation tell the earth and heavens, 
TTji^e ^re hpr sojos. Then strike ypur tuneful sheUs^ 



Digitized by Google 



. Book 11« . uoMinits. 



105 



Record us guardians of our parents' age, 
Our niatroDs' virtue, and our children's bloom, ^ 
The glorious bulwarks of our country's iaws, 
Who shall ennoble the historian's page. 
Shall on the joyous festival inspire 
. With loftier strains the virgins' choral song. 
TheO) O celestial maids ! on yonder camp 
Lret night sit heavy. Let a sleep like death 
Weigh down the eye of Asia. O infuse 
A «ooly untroubled spirit in our breasts. 
Which may in silence guide our daring feet, 
Controul our fury, nor by tumult wild 
The friendly dark affright, till dying groans 
Of slangbter'd tyrants into horror wake 
The midnight calm ; then turn destruction loose* 
Let terror, let confbsiou, rage aronnd ; 
In one vast ruin heap the barbarous ranks, 
Their hor8e,their chariots. Let the spurning steed 
Imbrue his hoofs in blood, the shattered cars 
Cmsh with their brazen weight the prostrate necks 
Of chiefs and kings, encircled, as they 611, 
By nations slain. You, countrymen and friends ! 
My last commands retain. Your general's voice 
Once more salutes you, not to rouse the brave, 
Or minds resolv'd and dauntless to confirm. 
Too well by this expiring blaze I see 
luiputient valour flash from every eye. 
O temper well that ardour, and your lips 
Close on the rising transport. Mark how sleep 
Hath folded miljions in his black emjbrace* 
No sountf is wafted from the' unnurober'd foe. 
The winds themselves are silent. All conspires 
To this great sacrifice, where thousands soon 
Shall only wake to die. Their crowded tfm 
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This night perhaps to Pluto's dreary shades 
Ev'n Xerxes' ghost may lead, unless reserved 
From Ibis destruction to lament a doom 
Of more disgrace^ when Greece confounds that 
pow*r 

Which we will shake. But look, the setting moon 
Shuts ou our darksome paths her waning horns. 
Let each his head distinguish by a wreath 
Of well-eam'd laurel. Then the victim share^ 
Then crown tiie goUet Take yonr lart rejrast ; 
With your forefathers and the heroes old 
You next will banquet, in the bless'd abodes.' 
Here ends their leader. Through the' encircling 
crowd 

The agitation of their spears denotes 
High ardour. So the spiry growth of pines 
Is rock'd, when iEolus in eddies winds 
Among their stately trunks on Pelion's brow. 
The Acamanian-seer distributes swift 
The sacred lanrel. Snatched in ei^r seal. 
Around each helm the woven leaves nnite 
Their glossy verdure to the floating plumes. 
Then is the victim portion'd. In the bowl 
Then flows the vine's empurpled stream. Aloof 
The Theban train^ in wan dejection mnte^ 
Brood o'er their sbame^ or cast afirighted looks 
On that determined courage which, unmov*d 
At Fate s approach, with cheerful lips could taste 
The sparkling goblet, could in joy partake 
That last, that glorions banquet. Ev*a the heart 
Of Anaxander bad forgot its wiles, * 
Dissembling fear no longer. Agis here, 
Regardful ever of the king's command, 
Accosts the Theban chie& in whispers thus-* 
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^ Leonidas permits yon to retire ; 
While oo the rites of sacrifice empioy'd. 
None heed your motions. Separate, and fly 
In silent pace.* — This heard^ the* inglorioaft troop, 
Tbeir filea dissoIviDg, from the rest withdraw, 
Unseen they moulder from the host, like snow. 
Freed from the rigour of constraining frost ; 
Soon as the sun exerts his orient heam, 
The transitory landscape melts in rills 
Away ; and stmctores, which delude the eye, 
Insensibly are lost. The solemn feast 
•Was now concluded. Now Laconia's king 
Had reassum'd bis arms. Before his step 
The crowd roll backward. In their gladdened sight 
His crest, iUmmn'd by aplifted brands, 
Its purple splendour shidces. The towering oak 
Thus from a lofty promontory waves 
His majesty of verdure. As with joy 
The sailors mark his heaven-ascending pride, 
Which from afiir directs their foamy conise 
Along the pathless ocean ; so the Greeks 
In transport gaze, as down their opening ranks 
The king proceeds; from whose superior frame 
A soul like thine, O Phidias ! might conceive, 
In Parian marble or effnlgent brass^ 
The ibrm of great Apollo ; when ttie god, 
Won by the prayers of man^s afflicted race. 
In arms forsook bis lucid throne, to pierce 
The monster Python in the Delphian vale. 
Close by the hero Polydoros waits. 
To guide destmction flirough the Asmn ttints. 
As the young eagle near his parent's side 
In wanton flight essays his vigorous wing^ 
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Ere long with her to penetrate the clouds^ 

To dart impetuous on the fleecy train, 

And die his beak ia gore ^ by Sparta's king 

The iojur'd Polydorns thus prepares 

His arm for death. He feasts his aogry soul 

On promised vengeance. His impatient thoughts 

Ev'n now transport him furious to the seat 

Of his long sorrows^ not with fetter'd handSy 

But now once more a Spartan, with his spear, . 

His shield, restored, to lead his comitry's bands^ 

And with them devastation. Nor tlie rest 

Neglect to form. Thick-rang'd, the helmets blend 

Their various piomes, as intermingling oaks 

Combine their foliage in Dodona's grove; 

Or as the cedars on the Syrian hills 

Their shady textare spread. Once more the king. 

O'er all the phalanx his considerate view 

Extending, through the ruddy gleam descries 

One face of gladness ^ but the godlike van 

He most contemplates: Agis, Alphens there, 

Megistias, Maron, with Platiea's chie^ 

Dieneces, Demophilus, are seen 

With Thespia's youth : nor they their steady sight 

From his remove, in speechless transport bonnd 

By love, by veneration, till they hear 

His last injnnctlon. To their diflferent posts 

They separate. Instant on the dewy turf 

Are cast the' extmguish'd brands. On all around 

Drops sudden darkness ; on the wood, the hiU, 

The snowy ridge, the vale, the silver stream* 

It vei^*d on midnight Tow'rd the hostile camp. 

In march compos'd and silent, down the pass 

The phalanx mov'd. £ach patient bosom hush'd 
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Its straggling spirit^ nor in ifhispers breath'd 
The rapturous ardour virtue then inspired. 
So lowering clouds along the' ethereal void, 
In slow expansion, from the gloomy north 
Awhile soapeod their horrors, destin'd sooo 
To bbze in li|^tnings, and to burst in storms. 
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LeofHdas and the Greciaus penetrate through tb^ Persian]c«imp to 
the very pavilion of Xerxes, who avoids destruction by fligbr. 
The Barbarians are slaughtered in great multitudes, and their 
camp is set on fire. Leonidas conducts his men in good order 
back to Thermopylae; engages the Persians who were des- 
cended from the hills; and, after numberless proofs of soperior 
strength and valoar, sinks down covered with woondff and 
nqptccttbe bM of all line Qredau commindcnu 
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Across the^ unguarded bonnd of Asia's cami^ 
Siowpass the Grecians. Through innnrncrousteiitfl^ 
Where all is mute and tranquil, they pursue 
Tiieir march sedate. Beneath the leaden hand 
Of Sleep lie miUioins motionless and deaf. 
Nor dream of Fate's approach. Their wary foes^ 
By Polydorus guided, still proceed. 
Ev*n to the centre of the' extensive host 
They pierce unseen; when lo ! the' imperial tent 
Yet distant rose before them. Spreading round 
The* angnst pavilion, was an ample space 
For thousands in arrangement. Here a band 
Of chosen Persians, watchful o*er the king, 
Held their nocturnal station. As the hearts 
Of anxioos nationSy whom the' unsparing sword 
Or famine threaten, tremble at the si^ht 
Of fear-engender* d phantoms in the sky, 
Aerial hosts amid the clouds array'd, 
Portending woe and death ; the Persian gaard 
Id equal consternation now descried 
The glimpse of hostile armour. All disband. 
As if auxiliar to his favonrVi Greeks 
Pan held their banner, scattering from its foldg 
Fear and confusion, which to Xerxes* couch, 
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Swift-winged, fly ; thence shake the general canip, 

Wliose numbers issue naked, pale, uuarin*dy 

Wild in amazement, blinded by dismay, 

To every foe obnoirious. In tbe breasts 

Of tliousands, gor'd at once, the Grecian steel 

Reeks in destruction. Deluges of blood 

Float o'er tbe field, and foam around the heaps 

Of wretches slain, unconscious of the hand 

Which wastes their helpless moltitnde. Amaze, 

Affright, distraction, from his pillow chase 

The lord of Asia, who in thought beholds 

United Greece in arms. Thy lust of pow'r ! 

Thy hope of glory 1 whither are they flown^ 

With all thy pomp ? In tliiis disastrous hour 

What could avail the' immeasurable range 

Of thy prond camp, save only to conceal 

Thy trembling steps, O Xerxes ! while thou fly'st? 

To thy deserted couch, with other looks. 

With other steps, Leonidas is nigh. 

Before him Terror strides. Gigantic Death 

And Desolation at his side attend. 

The vast pavilion's empty space, where lamps 
Of gold shed light and odours, now admits 
The hero. Ardent tlirongs behind him press. 
But miss their victim. To the ground are horl*d 
The glittering ensigns of imperial state. 
The diadem, the sceptre, late ador'd 
Through boundlesskingdoms, underneath their feet, 
In mingled rage and sconi, the warriors cmsh^ 
A sacritice to freedom ! They return 
Again to form. Leonidas exalts 
For new destruction his resistless spear; 
When double darkness suddenly descends* 
The doadSy condensing, intercept the stars. 
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Black o'er the furrow'd main the raging east 
In whirlwincU sweeps the surge. The coasts re«> 
sound. 

The cavern*d rocks, the ci-ashing forests, roar. 
Swift through the camp the hurricane impels 
Its rude career; when Asia's unmbers, veird 
Amid the sheltering horrors of the storm^ 
Evade the victor^ lance« The Grecaius halt ; 
While to tlieir geiieraPs pregnant mind occurs 
A new attempt and vast. Perpetual fire 
Beside tlie tent of Xerxes, from tlie hour 
He lodg'd bis standards on the Malian plains, 
Ebd shone. Among his Magi, to adore 
Great Horomazes was the monarch wont 
Before the sacred light. Huge piles of wood 
Lay nigh, prepared to feed the constant flame* 
Oo living embers these are cast. So wills 
Leonidas. The plialanx then divides. 
Four troops are fornf d, hy Dithyrambns led, 
By Alphens, by Diomedon. The last 
Himself conducts. The word is given. They seiiEi 
The burning fiieL Sparkling in the wind, 
Dejtmetive fire is brandished. All, enjoined 
To reassemble at the regal tent, 
By various paths the hostile camp invade. 

Now devastation, unconfin'd, involves 
The Malian fields. Among Barbarian tents. 
From different statioa<), fly consnming flames. 
The Greeks afford no respite ; and the storm 
Exasperates the blaze. To every part 
The conflagration like a sea expands. 
One waving surface of unbounded ^re« 
Id mddy volumes mo.un.t the curling flamai 
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To heaven's dark vault^ and paint the midniglit 
clondi* 

So, when the north emits his purpled lig^its. 

The nndnlated radiance, streaming wide^ 

As with a burning canopy, invests 

The' ethereal concave. CEta now disclos*d 

His forcbeady glittering in eternal fVos^ 

While down his rocks the foMiy torrents shone. 

Far o*er the main the pointed rays w^ thrown ^ 

Night snatchM her mantle from the ocean's breast ; 

The billows glimmered from the distant shores* 

But io! a pillar huge of smoke ascends. 
Which overshades the field, Tliere horror^ there 
Leonidas, presides. Command he gave 
To Polydorus, who, exult in*?, show'd 
Wliere Asia's horse and warhke cars possessed 
A crowded station. At the hero's nod 
Devonring Vnlcan riots on the stores 
Of Ceres, emptied of the ripened grain, 
On all the tribute from her meadows brown. 
By rich Thessalia rendered to the scythe. 
A fiood of fire envelops all the gronnd. 
The cordage bursts aronnd the blaiing tents. 
Down sink the rooft on snfibcated throngs, 
Closc-wedg'd by fear. The Libyan chariot burns. 
The' Arabian camel and the Persian steed 
Bonnd through a burning deluge. Wild with pain. 
They shake their singed manes. Their madding 
hoofs 

Dash through tlie blood of thousands^ mix'd with 
flames, 

Wliich rage, augmented by the whirlwind's blast. 
Meantimei the sceptred lord of half the globe 
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From tent to tent precipitates his flight 
Dispers'd are all iiis satraps* Pride herself 
Shniis Ilia 4^ecieA brow« Despair alone 
Waits on the' imperial fugitive, and shows^ 
As round the camp his eye, distracted, roves^ 
No limits to destruction. Now is seen 
Auroral mounting from her eastern bill 
In rosy sudai^^ and with dewy locks* 
The winds snbside before her ; darkness ffies; 
A stream of light proclaims the cheerful day, 
Which sees at Xerxes' tent the conquering baadS| 
All reunited. What could fortune more 
To aid the ▼aliant, what to gorge revenge I 
Lo ! desolation e'er the adverse host 
Hath emptied all her terrors. Ev'n the hand 
Of languid slaughter dropt the crimson steel | 
Nor Nature longie^ can sustain the toil 
Of anremitted conqnest Yet what power 
Among these sons of Liberty revived 
Theii* drooping warmth, new-strung their nerves^ 
recali'd 

Their weaned swords to deeds of brighter fame i 
What, but liie' inspiring hope of glorious death 
To crown their labomns, and the' auspicious look 
Of their heroic chief, which, still unchanged, 
Still in superior majesty, declar'd 
No toil had yet relax'd bis matchless strength. 
Nor worn the vigour of his godlike soul. 

Back to the pass, in gentle march, be leads 
The^ embattled warriors. They behind the shrubs, 
Where Medon sent such numbers to the shades. 
In ambush lie. Tlie tempest is oVrblown. 
Soft breezes only from the Malian waViC 
0*er eachgrimfiic^besmear'd withsmokeand gore, 
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Their cool refreshment breathe. The healing gale, 

A crystal riil near CEta's verdant feet, 

Dispel the langoor from their harassed nerves, 

Fresh brac'd by strengthrctutiiing. O'er their h«ad8 

Lo ! in full blaze of majesty appears 

Melissa^ bearing in her hand divine 

The' eternal guardian of illustrious deeds, 

The sweet Phcebean lyre. Her gracefbl train 

Of wbite^b'd virgins, seated on a range 

Half down tlie cliff, o'ershadowing the Greek*, 

All with concordant strings and accents clear, 

A torrent pour of melody, and swell 

A high, trinmphal, solemn, dirge of praise, 

Anticipating frune. Of endless joys 

In bless'd Elysium was the song — *• Go, meet 

Lycurgus, Solon, and Zalcucus sage, 

Let them salute the children of their laws : 

Meet Homer, Orphens, and the' Ascraean bard, 

Who, witli a spirit by ambrosial food 

Refin'd and more exalted, shall contend 

Your splendid fate to warble through tiie bowers 

Of amaranth and myrtle, ever young, 

Like your renown. Your ashes we wiU culL 

In yonder fane deposited, yomr nms. 

Dear to the Muses, shall onr lays iiispire* 

Whatever offerings genius, science, art, 

Can dedicate to virtue, shall be yours, 

The gifto of alt the Muses, to transmit 

You on the' enliven'd canvass^ marble, brass. 

In wisdom'H volume, in the poetfs song, 

In evei7 tongue, through every age and clime ; 

You of this earth the brightest flowers, not cropt. 

Transplanted only to immortal bloom 

Of praise with men, of happiness with gods.' 
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'The Grecian valour on religion's flame 
To ecstasy is wafted. Death is nigh. 
As by the Graces iashion'd, he appears 
A bcaoteoQS form. His adamantine gate 
Is half nnfolded. All in transpart catch 
A glimpse of Immortality, Elate 
In rapturous d elusion » they believe 
That to behold and solemnize their fate 
The goddesses are present on the hills 
'With celebrating lyres. In thought sei^ne^ 
Iieonidas the kind deception bless'd, 
Nor undeceiv'd his soldiers. After all 
The' incessant labours of the horrid night. 
Through bloody through flames, continued; he 
prepares 

In order'd battle to confront the powers 
Of Hyperanthes from the upper straits. 

Not long the Greeks in expectation wait 
Impatient. Sadden, with tamnltnous sbonti, 
like Nileli rade current, where, in deafening roar, 
Prone from the steep of Elephantis, falls 
A sea of waters, Hyperanthes pours 
His chosen numbers on the Grecian «amp 
Down from the hills precipitant. No foes 
He finds. The Thebans join him. In his van 
They march condnctors. On the Persians roll, 
In martial thunder, through the sounding pass. 
They issue forth, impetuous, from its mouth. 
That moment Sparta s leader gave the sign ; 
When, as the* impolsive ram in forceful sway 
O'ertnms a nodding rampart from its base. 
And strews a town with ruin, so the band 
Of serried heroes down the Malian steep. 
Tremendous depth! the mix'd battalions sweep 



Of Tiiebes and Bmia. There no nvi^n flowed. 
Abnipt and naked, all was roek beneath. 

Leonidas, incens'd, witii grappling strength • 
Dash'd Anaxander on a pointed crag ; 
Composed, then gave new 4)rderB. At tbe word 
His phalanx, wheeling,, penetrates the pass. 
Astonished Persia stops in fidl caraer* 
Ev'n Ilypcranthes shrinks in wonder back. 
Confnsion drives fresh nnmbers from the shore. 
The Malian ooze o'erwhelijift them* Sparta*s Jkiog 
Still presses forward,, till an open breadth 
Of fifty paces yields his iront extent 
To proffer battle. Hyperanthes soon 
Recals his warriors, dissipates their fears* 
Swift on tbe great Leonidas a cloud 
Of darts is showet'd. The' enconntering armiea 
elose. 

Who first, snblimest hero, felt thy ami ? 
What rivers heard along their echoing banks 
Thy name, in curses mounded from the lips 
Of fjobte mothers, wai&ig for Aeir sons? 
What towns with empty monoments were filled 
For those whom thy unconquerable sword 
This day to vultures cast? First Bessus died, 
A haughty satrap, whose tyrannic sway 
Despoil'd Hyrcania of her golden sheaves, 
And laid her forests waste. For Um the been 
Among the branches interwove their sweets^ 
For him the fig was npen*d, and the vine 
In rich profusion o*er the goblet foam'd. 
Then Diois bled. On Hermus' side he reign'd | 
fie long, assidnoas, unavailing, woo'd 
The martial queen of Caria* She disdain'd 
A ifiYfiK's &ofjt a)iu^Iwit^ iier rjgid jea,^ 
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Was framed to wateh the tempest wlule it rag'd, 

Her eye accustomed on tJie rolling deck 
To brave the turgid billow. Near the shore 
She now is present in her pinnace lights 
The spectacle of glory crowds her breast 
With different passions. Valiant, she applauds 
'The Grecian valour ; faithful, she laments 
Her sad presage of Persia; prompts her sou 
To emulation of the Greeks in arms. 
And of bierself in loyalty. By £ite 
Is she reserved to si^ialise that day 
Of future shame, when Xerxes must behold 
The blood of nations overflow his decks, 
And to their.bottom tinge the briny floods 
Of Salamis ; whence she with Asia flies, 
She only not inglorious. Low reclmes 
Her lover now, on Herraiis to repeat 
Her name no more, nor tell the vocal groves 
His fruitless sorrows. Next Maduoes fell, 
A Paphlagonian r bom amid the sound 
Of chafing surges, and the roar of winds. 
He o'er the' inhospitable Euxine foam 
Was wont, from high Carambis' rock, to ken 
Ill-fated keels, which cut the Pontic stream ; 
Then, with his dire associates, through the deep 
For spoil and slauj^ter guide his savage prow. 
Him dogs will tend ashore. FVom Medus far, 
Their native current, two bold brothers died, 
Sisamnes and Tithraustes, potent lords 
Of rich domains. On these Mithrines grey, 
Cilieiaii prince, Lilseus, who had left 
The balmy fragrance of Arabians fields, 
With Babylonian Tenagon, expir'd. 
The jgrowing carnage Hyperaothes viewft 
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Indignant, fierce in vengeful ardour strides 
Against the victor. Each his lance protends. 
But 'Vsia s numbers interpose their shields. 
Solicitous to guard a prince rever'd : 
Or thither fortune whelm'd the tide of war^ 
Hb terra protracting for augmented fame. 
So two proud vessels, labouring on the foam, 
Present for battle their destructive beaks ; 
"When ridgy seas, by hurricanes uptom. 
In mountainous commotion dash between, 
And either deck, in blackening tempest veiPd, 
Waft from its distant foe. More fiercely burned 
Thy spirit, mighty Spartan. Such dismay 
Relaxed thy foes, that each Barbarian heart 
Resigned all hopes of victory. The steeds 
Of day were climbing their meridian height. 
Continued shouts of onset from tlie pass 
Resounded o'er the plain. Artuchus heard. 
When first the spreading tumult had alarm'd 
His distant qnarter, starting from repose, 
He down die valley of Sperrheos msh'd, 
To aid his regal master. Asia's camp 
He found the seat of terror and despair. 

As in some fruitful ciime^ which late hath known 
Tbe rage of winds and floods, although the storm 
Be heard no longer, and the deluge fled, 
Still o'er the wasted region Nature mourns 
In melancholy silence; through the grove 
With prostrate glories lie the stately oak. 
The' uprooted elm and beach ; the plain is spread 
With firagmentSy swept firom villages o'ertbrown ; ' 
Around the pastures, flocks and herds are east 
In dreary piles of death : so Persia's host, 
In terror mute, one boundless scene displays 
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Of devastation. Half-devour'd by fire, 

Her tali pavilions and her martial cars 

Deform the wide encampmeot. Her^e in gore 

Her princes welter^ nameless thonsands there^ 

Not victims all to Chreeks. In gasping heaps 

Barbarians, mangled by Barbarians, show'd 

The wild confiision of that direful night, 

Wben, wanting signals and a leader's care, 

Tbey rash'd on motiial siaugiiter. Xerxes' tent 

On its exalted snmmit, when the dawn 

First streak'd the orient sky, was wont to bear 

The golden form of Mithra, clos'd between 

Two lucid crystals. This the general host 

ObseiVdy their awfiil signal to arrange 

In arms complete, and nnmberless to watch 

Their monarch's rising. This couspicuoos blaze 

Artuchus places in the' accustomed seat. 

As, after winds have niffled by a storm 

The plumes of darkness^ when her welcome face 

The morning lifts serene, each wary swain 

Collects his flock dispersed ; the neighing steed. 

The herds forsake their shelter ; all return 

To well-known pastures, and frequented streams: 

So now this cheeriiq; signal on the tent 

Revives each leader. From inglorious flight 

Theirscatter'd bands they call, ttieir wonted ground 

Resume, and hail Artuchus. From their swarms 

A force he culls, Thermopylae he seeks. 

Fell shouts in horrid dissonance precede. 

His phalanx svnft liconidas commands 
To circle backvrardTfrom the Malian bay* 
Their order changes. Now, half oi b'd, they s^nd 
By CEta's fence protected from behind, 
With either flank united to the rock* 
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As by the* excelltog arehiteet dispoft'd 

To shield some haven^ a stupendous mole. 
Framed of the grove and quarry's niiogled strcngtb. 
In ocean's boaom penetrates afar : 
There^ pride of art I immoveabte it looks 
On Eolns and Neptune ; there defies 
Those potent gods combined : unyielding thus^ 
TJie Grecians stood a solid mass of war 
Against Artuclms^join'd with numbers new 
To Hyperanthes. In the foremost rank 
Leonidas his dreadiol station held. 
Around him soon a spacious void was seen^ 
By flight or slaughter in the Persian van. 
In generous shame and wrath Artuchus bnms^ 
Discharging foU at Lacedaenion's diief 
An iron^tttdded mace. It ghme*d aside, 
Tum'd by the massy buckler. Prone to eartli 
The fcatrap fell. Alcander aim*d his point, 
Which had traosiix'd him prostrate on the rock^ 
But for the' immediate suoconr be obtained 
From fiithfiil soldiers, lifting on their shields 
A chief belov'd. Not such Alcander's lot. 
An arnow wounds his heart. Supine he lieS| 
The only Theban who to Greece preserv'd 
Unviolated fiuth. Physician sage^ . 
On pure Cithssron heiAng herbs to cull 
Was he accustonj'd, to expatiate o'er 
The Heliconian pastures, where no plants 
Of poison spring, of juice salubrious all. 
Which viper^ .winding in their verdant tiack^ 
Drink, and expel the venom from their toothy 
Dipt in the sweetness of that soil divine. 
On him the brave Artontes sinks in death, 
Renown'd through wide BitbyniOi ne'er Kgiin 
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The clamorous rites of Cybel6 to share ; 
While echo murmurs through tiie hoUow caves 
Of Berecynthiait Dindymus. The strength 
Of Alpheos sent hitn to the shades of night. 
Ere from the dead was disengag'd the spear^ 
Huge Abradates, glorying in his mighty 
Surpassing ali of Cissian race, advanc d 
To grapple ; planting firm his foremost step^ 
The ▼icterus throat he graspf'd. At Nemea's games 
The wrestler's chaplet Alpheus had obtained. 
He snmmoas all his art. Oblique the stroke 
Of his swift foot supplants tlie Persian's heel. 
He^ Ailing, elings by Alpbens* neck, and diags 
His foe apon him. In the Spartanis back 
Enrag'd Barbarians fix tlieir thronging spears. 
To Abradates' chest the weapons pass; * 
They riyct both in death. This Maron sees^ 
This Polydorosy frowning. Victims^ strewn 
Before their Tengeance, hide their brother's corse. 
At length the generous blood of Maron warms 
Tlie sword of Hyperanthes. On the spear 
Of Polydorus falls the pondrous ax 
Of Sacian M ardns. From the yielding wood 
The steely point is severed. Undbmay'd, 
The Spartan stoops to rear the knotted mace 
Left by Artnchus ; but thy fatal blade, 
Abrocomes, that dreadful instant watch'd 
To rend fais openiiq; sidej Unconqoer'd still, 
Ssiift he discharges on the Saciatfs front 
A ponderous blow, which burst the selitteiMbraint 
Down his own limbs meantime a torrent flows 
Of ntal crimson. Smiling, he reflects 
On sorrow finish'd, en his Spartan name, 
Benew*d in lustre. Snddeht^ Us side 
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Springs Dithyramhus. Through the' uplifted arm 

Of Hindus, pointing a malignant dart 

Against tlie dying Spartan, he impeU'd 

His spear. The pointy with violence nnspent^ 

lTrg*d by sneh vigour, reach'd tfie Persim's tiuroat 

Above his corselet. Polydorus stretched 

His languid hand to Thespia's friendly youtli. 

Then bow'd his liead in everlasting peace ; 

While MindoB) wasted by his streaming wound^ 

Beside him (aints and dies. In flowering prime 

He, lord of Colchis, from a bride was torn, 

His tyrant's hasty mandate to obey. 

She tow'rd the Euxine sends her plaintive siglis ; 

She wooes in tender piety the winds: 

Vain is dirar favonr ; they can never breattie 

On his returning sail. At once a crowd 

Of easier Persians seize the victor's spear. 

One of his nervous hands retains it fast, 

The other bares his falchion. Wounds and death 

He scatters ronnd. Sosarmes feels his arm 

Lopt from the shoulder. Zatis leaves entwin'd 

His fingers round tlie long-disputed lance. 

Ou Mardon's reins descends the ponderous blade. 

Which half divides his body. Pheron strides 

Across the pointed ash. HSs weight o'ereomea 

The wearied Thespian, who resigns his hold. 

But cleaves the* elate Barbarian to the brain. 

Abrocomes darts forward, shakes his steel, 

Whoselightningtiireatens death. The wary Greek 

Wards witt his svrord the vrelUirected stroke, 

Then, closing, throws the Persian. Now what aid 

Of mortal force, or interposing heav'n, 

Preserves the eastern hero ? Lo 1 the fiiend 

Of Teribastts. Eager to avenge 



Digitized by 



Book U. 



LEOMIDM 



That lov'd, that lost companion, and defend 
A brotiier*s life ; beneath the sinewy arm 
Oat8lretch*d» the sword of Hyperantbes passed 
Throagh Dithyrambns* All the strings of life 
At once relax; nor fame^ nor Greece, deniand 
More from his valour. Prostrate now he lies 
In glories, ripen'd on his blooming liead. 
Him shall the Thespian maidens in their songs 
Record, onee loveliest of tlie youtliful train. 
The gentle, wise, beneficent, and brave, 
Grace of his lineage, and his country's boast, 
Now fairo. Elysium to his parting soul 
Uncloses, So tlie cedar, which supreme 
Among the groves of Libaons hath tower'd. 
Uprooted, lowers his graceful top, preferred, 
For dignity of growth, some royal dome 
Or heaven-devoted iabric to adorn. 
Diomedon bursts forward. Round his friend 
He heaps destruction. Troops of wailing ghosts 
Attend Ihy shade, fall'n hero! Long prevaH'd 
His furious arm in vengeance uncontroH'd^ 
Till four Assyrians on his shelving spear. 
Ere from a Cissian's prostrate body freed, 
Their ponderous maces all discharge* It broke. 
Still with a shatter'd tmnclieon he maintains 
Unequal fight. Impetuous, through his eye 
Tiie well-aim'd fragment penetrates the brain 
Of one bold warrior; there the splintered wood^ 
Infixed, remains. The hero last nnsheaths 
His fiilchion broad. A second sees aghast 
His entrails open'd. Severed from a third, 
The head, 8teel-cas*d, descends. In blood is roll'd 
The grizzly beard. That effort breaks the blade 
Short from its hilt The Grecian stands disarmU 
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Tlie fourth, Astaspes^ prond ChaldaBan lord, 
Is nigh. He lifts his iron-plated mace. 
This, wkUe a closter of auxiliar friends 
Hang on the Orecuui ahield, to earth depress'd. 
Loads with unerring blows the batter'd behn ; 
Till on the ground Diomedon extends 
His mighty limbs. So weaken*d by the force 
Of some tremeoddous engine^ whieb the band 
Of Mars impels, a citadel^ bigb»tower*d. 
Whence darts, and fire, and ruios, long have aw*d. 
Begirding legions, yields at last, and spreads 
Its disuniting ramparts on the ground; 
Joy fills the' assailants, and the battle's tide 
Whelms o^er the widening breach. The Persian thus 
O'er tlie late-fiear'd Diomedon advanc'd 
Against the Grecian remnant ; when behold 
Leonidasl At once their ardour froze. 
He had awhile behind his friends retired, 
Oppress'd by labour. Pointless was bis spear^ 
His buckler cleft As, overworn by storms, 
A vessel steers to some protecting bay ; 
Then, soon as timely gales inviting curl 
Tiie azure floods, to Neptune shows again 
Her masts, apparell*d fresh in shrouds and sails, 
l^icb court the vigorous wind ; so Sparta's ktu 
In strength repaired, a spear anJ buckler new 
Presents to Asia. From her bleeding ranks 
Hydames, urg'd by destiny, approached. 
He, proudly hunting, left an infant race, 
A spouse, lamenting on the distant verge 
Of Bactrian Ochus. Victory in vain 
He, parting, promised. Wanton hope will sport 
Round his cold heart no longer. Grecian spoils, 
Imagin'd tiiumpbs, pictured on his mind. 
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Vate will enm for ever. Through the targe, 
The thick-maiPd corselet, his divided chest 
Of bony strength admits the hostile spear. 
Leonidas draws back the steely pointy 
Beat and enfeebled bv the forceful blow. 
Meantime within bis bnckler's rim, unseen, 
Amphistreus steaiiug, in the' unguarded flank^ 
His dagger struck. In slow effusion ooz'd 
The blood, from Hercules derived ; but death 
Not yet lud reached bis mark. The* indignant king 
Oripes irresistibly the Persian's throat. 
He drags him prostrate. False, corrupt^ and base. 
Fallacious, fell, pre-eminent was be 
Among tyrannic satraps. Phrygia pin'd 
Beneath the' oppression of his ruthless sway. 
Her soil had once been fttutfol ; once her towns 
Were populous and rich. The direful change, 
To naked fields and crumbling roofs, declared 
The' accurs'd Amphistreus governed* As the spear 
Of Tyrian Cadmns rivetted to earth 
The poisonous dragon, whose infectloni breath 
Had blasted all Bceotia, so the king, 
On prone Ampliistreus trampling, to the rock 
Nails down the tyrant, and the fractured staff 
Leaves in his panting body. But the bloody 
Great bero^ dropping from thy wonnd, revives 
Tlie hopes of Persia. Thy unyielding arm 
Upholds the conflict still. A^inst thy shield 
The various weapons sliiver, and thy feet 
With glittering pointssnrround. TheLydianswordi 
The Persian dagger, leave their shattered hilts i 
Bent is tlie Caspian scimitar ; the lance, 
The javelin, dart and arrow, all combine 
Their fmitless efforts. From Alcides spnu^, 
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Thou stand'st unshaken^ like a Tliraciau hill, 
iLike khodope, or Ibemiis ; where in vain 
thunderer planta his livid bolt ; in vain 
Keen-pointed lightnings pierce the' encrusted snow 3 
And winter, beating with eternal war, 
Shakes from his dreary wings discordant storms, 
Chili sleet, and clattering hail. Advancing boid| 
His rapid lante Abroconies io vain 
Aims at the forehead of Laconia's chief. 
He, not unguarded, rears his active blade 
Athwart the dangerous blow, whose fury wastes 
Above his crest in air. Then, swiftly wheel d. 
The ponderous weapon cleaves the Persian's kdee 
Sheer through the parted bene. He sidelong fitlb^ 
Crushed on the ground beneath contending feet, 
Great Xerxes' brother yields the last remains 
Of tort\ir*d life. Leonidas persists 3 
Till Agis calls Dieneces, alarms 
%>eniophiUis, Megistias : they o'er piles 
Of AUarodian and Sasperian dead 
H^te to tlieir leader; they before him raise 
The brazen bulwark of their massy shields* 
The foremost rank of Asia stands and bleeds^ 
The'rest recoil : but Hyperanthes swift 
From band to band his various host pei-vades, 
Their drooping hopes rekindles, in the brave 
>iew fortitude excites, the frigid heart 
.Of fear he warms. Astaspes first obevs, 
Tain of his birth, firom ancient Belns idrai/^n, 
Vroud of his wealthy stores, his stately denies^ 
More proud in recent victory : his might 
Had foii'd PlataBa*s chief. Before the front 
ile strides impetuous*. His triumphant mace 
j^gaifist the brave Dieneces he bends. 
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The weighty blow bears down the* opposing shield. 
And breaks the Spartan*s shoulder. Idle hangs 
The weak defence, and loads the' inactive arm, 
Depiiv'd of every function. Agis bares 
His vengeful blade. At two welMevell'd strokes 
Of both his hands, high brandishing the mace, 
He mntilates the foe. A Sacian chief 
Springs on the victor, Jaxartes' banks 
To this brave savage gave his name and birth* 
' His look erect, his bold deportment, spoke 
A galbnt spirit, bat luitam'd by laws. 
With dreary wilds familiar, and a race 
Of i*ude Barbarians, horrid as their clime. 
From its direction glanced the Spartan spear, 
Which, upward borne, o erturn'd his iron cone. 
Black o'er his forehead fall the naked locks ; 
l!1iey aggravate his fury ; while his foe 
Repeats tlie stroke, and penetrates his chest. 
The' intrepid Saciau through his breast anil back 
Receives the grinding steel. Along the staff 
He writhes bis tortur'd body; in his grasp 
A barbed arrow from his quiver shakes ; 
Deep in the streaming throat of Agis hides 
The deadly point ; then grimly smiles and dies. 

From him Fate hastens to a nobler prey, 
Dienece^* His undefended frame 
Tlie shield abandons, sliding from liis arm. 
His breast is gor'd by javelins. On the foe 
He hurls them back, extracted from his wounds* 
Life, yielding slow to destiny, at length 
Forsakes his riven heart ; nor less in death 
Thermopylae he graces than before 
By martial deeds and conduct. What can stem 
The barbarous torrent? Agis bleeds. His spear 
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JLies useless, irrecoverably plnng'd 

In Jaxarte8'ft body. Low reclines 

Dieneces, LeonldaB himself, 

O'erlabonr^d, wounded, witb bis dinted sword 

The rage of war can exercise no more. 

One last, one glorious effort age peiforms. 

Demophilusy Megistias, join tbeir might. 

They check the tide of conquest ; while the*Bpear 

*Of shun Dieneces to Sparta's chief 

The fainting Agis bears. The pointed ash, 

In that dire hand for battle rear'd anew, 

Blasts every Persian's valour. Back in heaps 

They roll, confounded ; by their general's voice 

In vain exhorted longer to endnre 

Tlie ceaseless waste of that unconquefd arm. 

So, when the giants from Olympus chasVI 

The' inferior gods, themselves in terror shun'd 

The' incessant streams of lightning, where the hand 

Of heaven*ii great lather with eternal might 

Sustain'd the dreadful conflict 0*er the field 

Awhile Bellona gives the battle rest ; 

When Thespians leader and Megistias drop 

At either side of Lacedaemon*s king. 

Beneath the weight of years and labonr bend 

The hoary waniors. Not a groan molests 

Their parting spirits ; but in death's calm night 

All-silent sinks each venerable head. 

Like aged oaks, whose deep-descending roots 

Had pierc'd resistless through a craggy slope ; 

There, during three long centivies, have brav'd 

Malignant Enrus, and the boisterous norths 

Till, bare and sapless by corroding time. 

Without a blast, their mossy trunks. recline 

Before their parent failU Is ot one i^ains^ 
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But Agis, near Leonidas, whose hand 
The last kind office to his friend performs. 
Extracts the Saciaii*8 arrow* Life, released, 
PonTB forth in crimson floods. O Agis ! pale 
Thy placid features, rigid are thy limbs ; 
They lose their graces. Dim'd, thy eyes reveal 
The native goodness of thy heart no more. 
Yet other graces spring. The noble corse 
Leonidas smreys. A pause he finds, 
To mark how lovely are the patriofs womidSi 
And see those honours on tiie breast he lov'd. 

But Hyperanthes from the trembling ranks 
Of Asia's towers, inflexibly resolved 
The Persian glory to redeem* or faU. 
The Spartan, worn by toil, his languid arm 
Uplifts once more. He waits the dauntless prince* ^ 
The heroes now stand adverse. Eacli awhile 
Restrains his valour. Each, admiring, views 
His godlike foe. At length their brandisb'd points^ 
Provoke the contest, fiited soon to close 
The long-continued horrors of the day. 
Fix'd in amaze and fear, the Asian throng, 
Unmov'd and silent, on their bucklers pause. 
Thus on the wastes of India, while the earth 
Beneath him groans, the elephant is seen. 
His huge proboscis writhing, to defy 
The strong rhinoceros, whose ponderous horn 
Is newly whetted on a rock : anon 
Each hideous balk enconnters : Earth her groaft 
Redoubles: tremblin$r» from their covert gaie 
The savage inmates of surrounding woods 
In distant terror. By the varied art 
Of either Chief the dubious combat long 
Its great event retarded* Now his lance 
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Far throngh tbe hostile shield Laconia's king 

Impcird. Aside the Persian swang his arm : 
Beneath it pass'd the weapon, which his targe 
Encumber'd. Hopes of conquest and reuown 
Elate his courage* Sudden he directs 
His rapid javelin to the Spartan*s throat: 
But he bis wary buckler upward rai8*dy 
Which o'er his shoulder turn'd the glancing steel ^ 
For one last effort then his scattered strength 
Collecting^ leveli*d with resistless force 
The massiye orb, and dash'd its brazen verge 
Foil on the Persian's fordiead. Down he snnk^ 
Without a groan expiring, as o'erwhelm'd 
Beneath a marble fragment, from its seat 
Heav'd by a whirlwind, sweeping o*er the ridge 
Of some aspiring mansion* Generous prince ! 
What could his valour more? His single might 
He matched witli great Leonidas, and fell 
Before his native bands. The Spartan king 
Now stands alone. In heaps his slaughtered friends^ 
All stretched around him lie. The distant foes 
Shower on his head innumerable darts. 
From various sluices gush the vital floods; 
They stain his fainting limbs. Nor yet with pain 
His brow is clouded; but those beauteous wounds. 
The sacred pledges of his own renown. 
And Sparta*s safety, in serenest joy 
His closing eye contemplates. Fame can twine 
No brighter laurels round his glorious head; 
His virtue more to labour fate forbids, 
And lays him now in honourable rest. 
To seal his country's liberty by deattu 
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ON SIR ISAAC NEWTON. 

To Newton's genius and immortal fame^ 
The' adventrous Muse with trembling pinions soars. 
Thon heavenly Truth t from thy seraphic throne 
liook favonrabie down, do thou assist 
My labouring thought, do thou inspire my song* 
Newton, Avho first the' Almighty's works displayed. 
And sraooth*d that mirror, in whose polish'd face 
The great Creator now conspicuous shines \ 
Who open*d Nature's adamantine gates, 
And to our minds her secret powerr exposed ; 
Ni^ton demands the Muse : his sacred hand 
Shall guide her infant steps ; his sacred hand 
Shall raise her to the Heliconian height, 
Where, on its lofty top enthroned, her head 
Shall mingle with the stars. Hail Nature, hail 1 
O goddess, handmaid of the* ethereal power, 
Now lift thy head, and to tlie' admiring world 
Show thy long hidden beauty. Thee the wise 
Of ancient lame, immortal Plato's self, 
The Stagyrite^ and Syracnsian sage, 
From black obscurity's abyss to raise, 
(Drooping and mourning o'er thy wondrous works^ 
With vain inquiry sought. Like meteors these 
In their dark age bright sons of wisdom slione ; 
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But at thy Newton all their laurels fade, 
They shrink from all the hbnoara of their name!^ 
So glimmeriDg stars contract their feeble rays. 

When the swift lustre of Aurora's face 

Flows o*er the skies, aod wraps the heavens io light* 

The Deity's omnipotence, the cansei 
The' original of things, long lay unknown* 
Alone the beauties prominent to si<^ht 
(Of the celestial power the outward form) 
Drew praise and wonder from the gazing world* 
As when the deluge overspread the eartli, 
Whilst jret the mountains only rear*d their heads 
Above l^e surface of the wild expanse, 
Whelm'd deep below the great foundations lay. 
Till some kind angel at Heaven's high command 
Roird back the rising tides, and haughty floods, 
And to the ocean thnnder'd out his voice: 
Quick all the swelling and imperious waves. 
The foaming billows and obscuring surge, 
Back to their channels and their ancient seats 
Recoil affrighted : from the darksome main 
Earth raises smiling, as new-born, her head. 
And witii fresh charms her lovely face arrays* 
So his extensive tbouglit accomplished first' 
The mighty task to drive the' obstructing mists 
Of ignorance away, beneath whose gloom 
The' unshrouded majesty of Nature lay* 
He drew the veil and swell'd the spreading scene*' 

How bad the moon around the* etliereal void 
Rang'd, and eluded labouring mortals care. 
Till his invention trac'd her secret steps; 
While she, inconstant, with unsteady rein 
Tlirough endless mazes and meanders guidesr 
in it^ unequal course her changing^ car;< 
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Whether behind the Sun's rapeiior ligUt 
She bides the Beaoties of her radiant face. 

Or, when conspicuous, smiles upon mankind^ 

Unveiling all her night-rejoicing charms. 

When thus the silver-tressed moon dispels 

The frowning horrors from the brow of Nigfa^ 

And with her splendours cheers the sullen glooiui 

While sable-mantled Darkness with his veil 

The visage of the fair horizon shades, 

And over Nature spreads his raven wiogg ^ 

Let me upon some unfrequented green 

While sleep sits heavy on the drowsy worlds 

Seek out some solitary peaceful cell, 

Where darksome woods around their gloomy brows 

Bow low, and every hill's portended shade 

Obscures the dusky vale, there silent dwell^ 

Where contemplation holds its still abode^ 

There trace the wide and pathless void of Heav^o^ 

And count the stars that sparkle on its robe^ t 

Or else, in fancy's wiidering mazes losty 

Upon the verdure see the fairy-elves 

Dance o*er their magic circles ; or behold^ 

In thought enraptured with the ancient bards^ 

Medea*s baleful incantations draw 

Down from her orb tlie paly Queen of night. 

But chiefly, Newton, let me soar with thee p 

And, while surveying all yon starry vault 

With admiration I attentive gaze, 

Thou slmlt descend from thy celestial seat. 

And waft aloft my high-aspiring mind ; 

Shalt sliow me there how Nature has ordained 

Her fundamental laws, sbalt lead my thought 

Through all the wanderings of the* uncertain Moon^ 

Aud tuiich me aU her operating powers. 
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She and the San with infiuence conjoint 
Wield the huge axle of the whirling earthy 
And from tbeir just direction turn the poles^ 
Slow urging on the progress of the years* 
The constellations seem to leave their seat). 
And o'er the skies with solemn pace to move* 
Youy splendid nilers of the day and night. 
The seas obey ; at your resistless sway 
Now they contract their waters, and expose 
The dreary desert cf old ocean's reign : 
The craggy rocks their horrid sides disclose ; 
Trembling the sailor views the dreadful scene. 
And cautiously the threatening ruin shuns. 
But where the shallow waters hide the sands^ 
There ravenoos destmction larks conceal'd. 
There the ill-guided vessel falls a prey. 
And all her numbers gorge his greedy jaws. 
But quick returning see the* impetuous tides 
Back to the* abandoned sliores impel the main.^ 
Again the foaming seas extend their waves* 
Again the rolling floods embrace the slioreS) 
And veil the horrors of the empty deep. 
Thus the obsequious seas your power confess,. 
While from the surface healthful vapours rise, 
PlenteoQS throoghont the atmosphere diffos'd ; 
Or to supply the monntain^s beads with springs. 
Or fill the hanging clouds with needful rains, 
That friendly streams, and kind refreshing shower^j 
May gently lave the son-barnt thirsty plains; 
Or to replenish all the empty air 
With wholesome moisture, to increase the frnita 
Of earth, and bless the labours of mankind, 
O Newton 1 whither flies thy mighty soul, 

How shall the feeble Hose pursue through all 
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The vast extent of thy unbounded thought^ 
That even seeks the' unseen recesses dark 
To penetrate of Providence immense? 
And thou, the great Dispenser of tiie world I 
Propitious, who with inspiration taught'st 
Our greatest bard to send thy praises forth ; 
Tboa, who gav'st Newton thought; who smirdst 
serene. 

When to its bounds he stretched his swelling soul; 

Who still benignant ever blest his toil, 
And deign'd to his enlighten*d mind to' appear 
Confessed around the* interminated world: 
To me, O thy divine infusion grant, - 
(O thou in all so infinitely good I) 
That I may sing thy everlasting works. 
Thy unexhausted store of Providence, 
In thought effulgent and resounding verse: 
* O could I spread the wonderous theme around. 
Where the whirf cools the oriental world. 
To the calm breezes of the zephyr's breath, 
To where the frozen hyperborean blasts, 
To where the' boisterous tempest-leading south 
From their deephoUow caves send forth their storms* 
Thou still indulgent Parent of mankind ! 
Lest humid emanations should no more 
Flow from the ocean, but dissolve away 
Through the long scries of revolving time; 
And lest the vital principle decay, 
By vrhich the air supplies the springs of life; 
Thou hast the fiery-visacfd comets form'd 
With vivifying spirits all replete, 
Which tliey abundant breathe about the void, 
Renewing the prolific soul of things. 
No longer now on tbeeamas'd we call| 
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No loDger tremble at imagin'd iUs, 
When comets blase tremendous from on high, 
Or when extendiiig wide their flaming trains 
With hideous grasp the skies engirdle round, 
And spread the terrors of their burning locks* 
For these^ through orbits in the lengthening space 
Of many tedious rolling years complete. 
Around the sun move regularly on; 
And witti the planets in harmonious orbs. 
And mystic periods, their obeisance pay 
To him, m^estic Ruler of the skies! 
Upon his throne of circled glory fixt 
He, or some god conspicnons to the view, 
Or else the substitule of nature seems, 
Guiding tlie courses of revolving worlds. 
He taught great Newton the all-potent law6 
Of gravitation, by whose simple power 
The universe exists. Nor here the sage, 
Big with invention, still-renewing staid. 
But, O bright angel of the lamp of <)ay! 
How shall the muse display his greatest toil? 
Let her plnnge deep in Aganippe's waves, 
Or in Castalia's ever-flowing stream, 
That reinspired she may sing to thee. 
How Newton darVl adventurous to unbraid 
The yellow tresses of tliy shining hain 
Or dlid*st then gracious leave thy radiant sphere, 
And to his hand thy lucid splendours give. 
To' unweave the light-diffusing wreath, and part 
The blended glories of thy golden plumes? 
He, with laborious and unerring care, 
. How different and embodied colours form 
Thy piercing light, with just distinction found.* 
He with quick bight pui^aed thy darting rays, 
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Wh^n penetrating to the* obscure recess 
Of solid matter, there perspicnons saw. 
How in the texture of each body lay 

The power that separates the different beams. 
Hence over Nature's unadorned face 
Thy bright diversifying rays dilate 
Their varions hues: and hencei when vernal raios 
Descending swift have burst the lowering clouds, 
Thy splendours through the dissipating mists 
In its fair vesture of unnumber'd hues 
Array the showery bow. At thy approach 
The IVIoming risen from her pearly conch 
With rosy blushes decks her virgin cheek; 
The Evening on the frontispiece of Heav'n 
His mantle spreads with many colours gay. 
The mid-day skies in radiant azure clad 
Tiie shining clouds; and silver vapours rob'd. 
In yfbt%e transparent intermfxt with gold^ 
With bright variety of splendoiinr clothe 
AH the illuminated face above. * 
When hoary-headed Winter back retires 
To the chiird pole, there solitary sits 
Encompassed round witli winds and tempests bleak 
In caverns of impenetrable ice ; 
And from behind the dissipated gloomi 
Like a new Venus from the parting surge^ 
The gay-apparell'd Spring advances on; 
When lihou in thy meridian brightness sltfst^ 
And from thy throne pure emanations flow 
Of glory bursting o'er the radiant skies : 
Then let the Mnse Olympus' top ascend, 
And o'er Thessalia's plain extend her view. 
And count, O Temp^, all thy beauties o'en 
Hountains.whose8nnimits grasp the pendentclouds. 
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Between -their wood^nvelop'd slapes mbrace 

The green-attired vallies. Every flower 
Here in the pride of bounteous Nature clad 
Smiles on the bosom of the' enameli'd meMbu 
Over the smiling bwn the sil?er floods 
Of ftir Penens gently roll along; 
While the reflected colours from the flow'rt, 
And verdant borders pierce the limpid vmveSy 
And paint with all their variegated hue 
The yellow sands beneath* Smooth gliding on 
The waters hasten to the neighbonring sea. 
Still the pleased eye the floating plain pursues 
At lengthy in Neptune's wide dominion lost 
Surveys the shining billows, that arise 
Apparelled each in Phcebus* bright attire : 
Or from afar some tall majestic ship, 
Or the long hostile lines of threatening fleets 
Which o'er tlie bright uneven mirror sweep, 
In dazzling gold and vraving purple deck'dj 
Such as of old| whenjhangfaty Athens pour 
Theur hideous front and terrible an:ay 
Against Pallcne^s coast extended wide, 
And with tremendous war and battle stem 
The trembling walls of Potidaea shook. 
Crested with pendants curling with the breeze 
The upright masts high bristle in the air, 
Alofk exalting proud their gilded heads. 
The silver waves against the painted prows 
Raise their resplendent bosoms, and impearl 
The fair vermilion with their glistering drops: 
And from on board the iron-dothed host 
Around the main a gleaming horror casts; 
Each flaming buckler like the mid-day sun| 

£acb plumed helmet like the silver moon, 
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' Eadi moving gauntlet like the lightniDg*s blaze^ 
And like a star each brazen-pointed spean 
But, lo ! the sacred high-erected fanea. 
Fair citadels, and marble-crowned towersi 
And snmptnons pidaces of stately towos 
Magnificent arise, upon their heads 
Bearing on high a wreath of silver light. 
But see, my Muse, the high Pierian hiil^ 
Behold its shaggy locks and airy top^ 
Up to the skies the* imperioos mountain heaves; 
The shining verdure of the nodding woods^, 
Sec where the silver Hippocren6 flows; 
Behold its glittering rivulet and rill 
Through mazes wander down the green deseent^ 
And sparkle through the interwoven trees; 
Here rest a#hi]e and humble homage pay. 
Here, where the sacred genius tliat inspir'4 
Sublime M^onides and Pindar*s breast^ 
HiH habitation once was famVl to hold* 
Here thou^ O Homer! offer*dst up thy vows; 
Thee, the kind muse Calliope hath heard^ 
And led thee to tlie empyrean seats, 
There manifested to the hallowed eyes 
The deeds of gods; thee wise Minerva taught 
The wonderons art of knowing faumaii l^ind ; 
. Harmonious Phoebus tnn*d ttiy heavenly raind^ 
And sweird to rapture each exalted sense ; 
£v*n Mars, the dreadful battle-rulint; ^rq^. 
Mars tauglit tliee war^ and with his bioojdy hand 
Instructed thine^ when in thy sounding linef 
We hear the rattling of Bellona's car, * 
The yell of discord^ and the din of arms* 
Pindar, when mounted on his fiery steed, 
Soars to the sun, opposing eagle-like 
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His eyes undazzled to the fiercest rays. 
He, firmly seated, not like Glaucus' son. 
Strides his swtfit-wiDged and iire-breathing horse. 
And borne aloft, strikes urith his ringing hoofs 
The brazen vault of heaven : snperior there 
Looks dovvn upon the stars, M^hose radiant light 
Illuminates innumerable worlds. 
That through eternal orbits roll beneath* 

But thou all hail, immortalised son 
Of harmony, all hail thou Tbrddan bard. 
To whom Apollo gave his tuneful lyre! 
O might'st thou, Orpheus, now again revive, 
And Newton should inform thy listening ear 
How the soft notes, and sonl-inehaoting strams 
Of thy own lyre were on the wind conveyed. 
He taught the Muse, how sound progressive floats 
Upon the waving particles of air, 
When harmony in ever-pleasing strains. 
Melodious melting at each lolling fall, 
'WiHk soft allming penetration steals 
Through the enraptured ear to inmost thought^ 
And folds the senses in its silken bands. 
So the sweet music, which from Orpheus' touch 
And fiuu'd Amphion's, on the sounding string 
Arose harmonious, gliding on the air, 
Piei c'd the tough-bark'd and knotty-ribbed woodS| 
Into their saps soft inspiration breathed. 
And taught attention to the stnbbom oak. 
Thus when great Henry,and brave Marlborough led 
The' embattled numbers of Britannii^s sons, 
The trump, that swells the* expan ded cheek of fame;. 
That adds new vigour to the generous youth. 
And rouses sluggish cowardice itself, 

The trumpet with its Man^iiicitiDg vdce, 
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The winds broad breast impetuous sweeping o'er, 
Fiird the big note of war* The* mpired host 
Witti new-bom ardour press the trembting Gaol i 
Nor greater throngs had reach'd eternal night. 
Not if the fields of Aginconrt had yawn'd, 
Exposing horrible the gulf of fate; 
Or roaring Danube spread his arms abroad, 
And o?erwfaelni*d their legions with his floods. 
Bat let the wondering Mnse at Imgth return; 
Nor yet, angelic genius of the Sun! 
In worthy lays her high-attempting song 
Has blazon'd forth thy venerated name. 
Then let her sweep the lond-resoonding lyre 
Again, again o'er each melodions string 
Teach harmony to tremble with thy praise. 
And still thine ear, O favourable grants 
And she shall tell thee, that wliatever chamiS| 
Whatever beaaties bloom on Natare"^ fiice^ 
^ Proceed from thy alMnflnencing light: 
That when arising with tempestuous rage, 
The North impetuous rides upon the clouds 
Dispersing round the heavens obstructive gloomy 
And vrith his dreaded prohibition stays 
The kind ^Rlsion of thy genial beams; 
Pale are the rubies on Aurora's lips, 
No more the roses blush upon her cheeks. 
Black are Peneus' streams and golden sandsi 
In Tempi's vale daU Melancholy sits, 
And every ftHver reelmes its languid bead. 

By what his^h names shall I invoke tliee, say, 
ThOu life*infasing deity, on tliec 
I call; and look propitious from on high, 
While now to thee I offer np my prayer. 
O had great Newton, as be fimnd the cause, 



Digitized by Google 



WSCBLLAHIBff* 



By which sound rolls through the' undulating air/ 

O had he, baffling time's resistless power^ 

Discovered what that subtle spirit is^ 

Or what8oe*er difibsiYe ebe is spread 

Over the wide^extended universe^ 

Which causes bodies to reflect the light, ' 

And from their strait direction to divei t 

The rapid beams, that through their surface pierce^ 

But since embraced by the* icy arms of age, 

And his quick thought by time's cold hand congeaVd^ 

£v*n Newton left unknown this hidden power; 

Thou from the race of human kind select 

Some other worthy of an angel's care; 

With inspiration anunate his breast. 

And him instmct in these thy secret laws. 

O let not Newton, to whose spacious view. 

Now unobstructed, all die' extensive scenes 

Of the ethereal Rulers works arise, 

When he beholds this earth he late adom'dy ^ 

Let bim not see Philosophy in team, 

like a fond mother solitary sit, 

Lamenting him, her dear and only child. 

But as the wise Pythagoras, and he 

Whose birth with pride the fam'd Abdera boasts^ 

With expectation having long surveyed 

This spot Uieir ancient seat, with joy beheld 

Divine Philosophy at length appear 

In all her charms nugestically iair, 

Conducted by immortal Newton'^ hand : 

So may he see another sage arise, 

That shall maintain her empire : then no more 

Imperious ignorance with haughty sv^'ay 

Shall stalk rapacious o'er the ravaged globe : 

Then tbou^ O Newtonl shidt protect these iinesj^ 
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The humble tribute of the grateful Muse; 
Ne'er shall the sacrilegious hand despoil 
Her laareU'd temples, whom his name pfoserves* 
And were slie equal to the mighty theme> 
Fotiirity should wonder at her song ; 
Time should receive her with extended arms^ 
Seat her conspicuous in his rolling car, 
And bear her down to his extremest bound* 
Fables widi wonder tell, bow Terra's sons 
With iron force unloosed the stubbom nerves 
Of hills, and on the cloud-inshrouded top 
Of Pelion Ossa pird. But if the vast 
Gigantic deeds of savage strength demand 
Astonishment from men, what then shalt thou, 
O what expressive rapture of the soul. 
When thou before us, Newton, dost display 
The labours of thy great excelling mind; 
When thou unveilest all the wondrous scene. 
The v^t idea of the' eternal King; 
Not dreadful bearing in his angry arm 
The thunder hanging o'er our trembling heads; 
But with the' etFulgency of love replete, 
And clad with power, which form'd the' extensive 
heavens? 

O happy ye, whose enterprising band 

Unbars the golden and relucid gates 

Of the' empyrean dome, where thou enthron'd. 

Philosophy, art seated. Tliou sustain'd 

By the firm hand of everlasting Truth 

Despisest all the injuries of time: 

Then never know'at decay, when, all around, 

Antiquity obscures her head. Behold 

The' Egyptian towers, the Babylonian walls, 

And Thebes with all her hundred gatea of brass, 
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Behold tbem^tter'cl like tiie dtist abroad* 

Whatever now is flourishing and proud^ 
Whatever shall, must know devouring age. 
Euphrates' stream, and seven-moBth^ Nile, 
And Danube, thoa that from Germania's aoU 
To the black Eoxine's iar remoted shore, 
O'er the wide bounds of mighty nations sweep'st 
In thunder loud thy rapid floods along, 
£*eu you shall feel inexorable Time^ 
To yott the fiital day shall come; no more 
Yom^tonrents thenshdl shake the trembling ground. 
No longer then to inupdations swol'n 
The' imperious waves the fertile pastures drench. 
But shrunk within a narrow channel glide; 
O r through |he yearns reiterated course. 
When Time himself grows old, your wonderona 
streams 

Lost e'en to memory, shall lie unknown 

Beneath obscurity, and chaos whelm*d# * 

But still thou, Sunl illuminat^jb^all 

The azure regions round; thou guidest still 

The orbits of the planetary spheres : 

The Moon stili wanders o'er her changing course; 

And still, O Newton, shall thy name survive 

As long as Nature's hand directs the world} 

When every dark obstruction shall retire, 

And e?«ry secret yield its hidden store. 

Which thee dim-sighted age forbade to see, 

Age that alone could stay thy rismg soul. 

And could mankind among tibe fixed stars, 

E*en to the'extremest bounds of knowledge reach. 

To those unknown innumerable suns, 

Whose light but ghmmers from those distant worlds 

Ev'n to those utmost boundaries^ those bars 
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That shut the entrance of the' iliumiu'd space 
Where angels only tread the vast unknown^ 
Thou erer should*st be seen immortal there 

In each new sphere, each new-appearing sun. 

In farthest regions at the very verge 

Of the wide universe shouldst thou be seen. 

And lol the' all potent goddess. Nature, tsd^es 

With ber owaband tliy great, thy just rewara 

Of immortality ; aloft in air 

See she displays, and with eternal grasp, 

Uprears the trophies of great Newtou*s fame! 



LONDON: 

OR, TH£ PROGRESS OF COMMERCE. 

Yb northern blasts, and Burns % wont to sweep 
With rudest pinions o'er the farrowed waves, 

Awhile suspend your violence, and waft 
From sandy Weser* and the broad-mouth'd Elbe 
My freighted vessels to the destin'd shore. 
Safe o'er the' unrolSied main ; let every thought, 
Which may disquiet, and alarm my breast, 
Be absent now; that, dispossessed of care, 
And free from every tumult of the mind, 
With each disturbing passion hush*d to peace, 
I may pour all my spirit on the theme. 
Which opens now before me, and demands 
The loftiest strain. The eagle, when lie tow'rs 
Beyond the clouds, the fleecy robes of Heav'n 

' The east-wind* 

^ Bremen is litnated on the Weser, and Hamburgh on the 
Elbe, 
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Disdains all objects but the golden Sun ; 

Full on the' effulgent orb diiects his eye^ 

And sails exulting through the blaze of day: 

So, ^ile her wing attempts the boldest flighty 

Rejecting each inferior theme of praise, 

Thee, ornament of Europe, Albion's pride, 

Fair seat of wealtli and freedom, thee my Musjft 

Shall celebrate, O London 1 tjbiee she hails. 

Thou lov*d abode of Commense, last retreat, 

Whence she contemplates with a ti'anquil mind 

Her various wanderings from tlie fated hour 

That she abandoned her maternal clime; 

Neptunian Commerce, whom Phoenice bore, 

Illnstrions nymph^ that nam'd the fertile plains 

Along the sounding main extended iar, 

Which flowery Carmel with its sweet perfumes, 

And with its cedars Libanus o'ershades: 

He^ from the bottom of the watry world, 

As on<!e she stood, in radiant beauties graced. 

To mark the heaving tide, the piering eye 

Of Neptune view'd enamoui^'d : from the deep 

The god ascending rushes to the beach, 

And clasps the' affrighted virgin. From that day^, 

Soon as ttie paly regent of the night 

Nine tinres her monthly progress had renewed 

Tlirough heaven's illumin'd vault, Phoenice, led 

By shame, once mOi'e the sea-worn margin sought : 

There pac'd with painful steps the barren sands, 

A solitary mourner; and the surge, 

Which gently roird beside her, now no mpte 

With placid eyes beholding, thus exclaimed : 

* Ye fragrant shrubs and cedars ! lofty shade, 
Which crown my native hills; ye spreading p^lms! 
T'hat rise m^estic on these fruilfiil meads. 
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With yon who gave the lost Phoenice birth, 
And yoiiy who bear the' endearing name of friends^ 
Onoe fiuthful partners of my chaster hourSi 
Farewell! To thee, perfidions god^I come^ 
Bent down with pain and anguish on thy sands^ 
I come thy suppliant : death is all I crave : 
Bid thy devouring waves inwrap my bead. 
And to the bottom whelm my cares and shame!* 

She ceas'd ; when snddenfirom the^enclosmg deep 
A crystal car emerg'd, with glittering shells, 
(CuU'd from their oozy beds by Tethys* train) 
And blushing coral deck'd^ whose ruddy glow 
Mix'd with the watery lustre of the pearl. 
A smiling band of sea-born nymphs attend. 
Who from the shore with gentle hhnds jconvey 
The fear-subdued Phoenice, and along 
The lucid chariot place. Ai> tiiere with dread 
All mute, and struggling y^th her painful tliroes. 
She lay I the wmds byt^fp^ command 
Were silent ronnd her; hoTa zephyr dat'd ' 
To wanton o'er the cedar's branching top. 
Nor on the plain the stately palm was seen 
To wave its graceful verdure } o'er the main 
No nndalation broke the smooth expanse. 
Bat all was hosVd and motionless ardnnd, 
All but the lightly slidmg car, impelPd 
Along the level azure by the strength 
Of active Tritons, rivalling in speed ' 
The rapid meteor, whose snlphnreons trsiln' ^ 
Glides o'er the brow of daritness,and appeari 
The livid mms of a falling star. 

Beneath the Lybian skies, a blissful isle, 
By Triton's^ floods encurcled, Ny^a lay. 

3 lVUoD,a river ami laks of ancient iJfhU^ 
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Here youthful Nature wanton'd in delights^ 

And here the guardians of the bounteous horn^ 

While it was now the infency of Time, 

Nor yet the' uncultivated globe had leara'd 

To smile, Eucarpd*, Dapsilda^ dwelt, 

With all the nymphs, whose sacred care had nurs'd 

The eldest Bacchus, From the flowery shore 

A turf-clad valley opens, and along 

Its verdure mild the willing feet allures ; 

Wliile on its slopuig sides ascends the pride 

Of hoary groves, high arching o'er the vale . 

With day-rejecting gloom. The solemn shade 

Half round a spacious lawn at length expands, 

Clos'd by a towering cliffy, whose forehead glows 

With azure, purple, and ten thousand dyes, 

From its resplendent fragments beaming round; 

Nor less irradiate colouij from beneath , 

On every side an ample grot reflects, 

As down the perforated rock the sun ^ , 

Pours his meridian blaze; rever'd abode 

Of Nysa'5 nymphs, with every plant attir'd, . 

That wears undying green, refreshed with rills 

From ever-living fountains, and enriched 

With all Pomona's bloom : unfading flowers 

Glow on the mead, and spicy shrubs perfume 

With inexhausted sweets the cooling gale. 

Which breathes incessant there ; while every bird 

Of tuneful note his gay or plaintive song 

Blends with the warble of meandering streams, 

Which o'er their pebbled channels murmuring lave 

♦ Fruitfulness. 
5 Plenty. 

^ This >vhole description of the rock and grotto is taken from 
Diodonis Siculus^ Ub. 3. 
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The fruit-invested hills, that rise around. 
The gentle Nereids to this calm recess 
Phcenice bear ; nor Dapsilea bland^ 
Nor good £iicarp6, atadious to obey 
Great Neptoae^is will, their hospitable care 
Refuse; nor long Lucina is invoked. 
Soon as the wondrous infant sprung to day, 
Earth rock'd around; with all their nodding woods^ 
And streams reverting to their troubled source, 
The mountain shools, wlule Lybia^s neighbouring 
god, 

Mysterious Ammon, from his hollow cell 
With deep*resounding accent thus to heaven, 
To earth, and sea, the mighty birth proclaimed: 
^ A new-bom power beholdl whom fiite bath 
caird 

The gods' imperfect labour to complete 
This wide creation. She in lonely ^nds 
Shall bid the tower-encircled city rise, 
The barren sea shall pe(^ley and the wilds 
Of dreary nature stadl with plenty clodie^ 
She shall enlighten man's unlettered race, 
And with endearing intercourse unite 
Remotest nations, scorcb'd by sultry suns. 
Or ireezing near the soow-incmsted pole : 
Where'er tiie joyons vine disdains to grow, 
The fruitful olive, or the golden ear; 
Her hand divine, with interposing aid. 
To every climate sb^ the gifts supply 
Of Geres, Bacchos, and the* Athenian maid' ; 
The graces, joys, emoluments of life. 
From her exhaustlcss bounty all shall flow.* 

7 Miasrvst the tatelary goddot of Ow Atbeniaos^ to whom 
As gm the oUf s* 
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The heavenly prophet ceas'd, Olympus heard. 
Straight from their star-bespangled thrones descend 
On blooming Nysa a celestial band, 
The oceaD*s lord to bononr in his child; 
When o'er bis offspring smiling thus began 
The trident rnler : * Commerce be thy name ! 
To thee I give the empire of the main; 
From where the morning breathes its eastern gale. 
To the' undiscovered limits of the west. 
From chilling Boreas to extremest south 
Thy sire's obsequious billows shall extend 
Thy universal reign.' — Minerva next 
With wisdom bless*d her, Mercury with art. 
The Lemnian god^ witii industry, and last 
Majestic Phcebos, o'er the infant long 
In contemplation pausing, thus declared 
From his eniaptur'd Up his matchless boon: 

* Thee, with divine invention I endow. 
That secret wonder, goddess, to disclose, 
By which the wise, the Yirtnonsi imd the brave, 
The heaven^taught poet and exploring sage 
Shall pass recorded to the verge of time.* 

Her years of chiidliood now were numbered o'er. 
When to her mother's natal soil repaired 
The new divinity, whose parting step 
Her sacred nurses followed, ever now 
To her alone inseparably join'd; 
Then first deserting their Nyseian shore 
To spread their hoarded blessings round the worlds 
Who with them bore the unexhausted horn 
Of ever-smiling plentjr* Thus adom'd. 
Attended thus, great goddess, thou began'st 

> Vakan, Che taldsr deity of Leoiaof* 
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Thy all-enliveniDg progress o'er the globe^ 
Then rade and joyless^ destio'd to repair 
The variomi ilb which earliest ages roed 
From one, like tiiee, distingnisfa'd by the gifte 
Of Heaven, Pandora^ whose pernicious liand 
From the dire vase released the* imprisoned woes* 

Thou,graciousComraerce|firombis cheerless caves 
In horrid rockft and solitary woods^ 
The helpless wanderer, man, forlorn and wild, 
Didst charm to sweet society ; didst cast 
The deep foundations, where the future pride 
Of mightiest cities rose, and o'er the main 
Before the wondering Nereids didst present 
The snrge-dividing keel, and stately mast, 
IVIiose canvas-wings, distending with the gale. 
The bold Phoenician through Alcides* straits 
To northern Albion's tin-emboweU'd fields. 
And oft lieneatb the sea-obscnring brow 
Of dond-^nvelop'd Teneriff, eonve3^d. 
Next in sagacious thought the' ethereal plains 
Thou trod'sty exploring each propitious star 
The danger braving mariner to guide ; 
Then all the latent and mysterions powers 
Of number didst nnravel : last to crown 
Thy bounties, goddess, thy nnrlvaPd toils 
For man, still urging thy inventive mind, 
Thou gav'st him letters^; there imparting all 
Which lifts the' ennobled spirit near to Heaven, 
laws, learning, wisdom, Nature^ works reveal'd 
By godlike sages, all Minerva's arts, . 
Apollo's mu^ic, and the' eternal voice 

' ^ Here the opimon of Sir Imc Newton li followed, that la|- 
im were first invented amoiwil the tmdliig parH the world. 
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Of virtue sounding from the' historic roll^ 
The philosophic page, and poet's song. 

Now Solitude and Silence from the shores 
Retreat, on pathless mountains to reside; 
Barbarity is poUri^d ; infant Arts 
Bloom in the desart, and benignant Peace 
With Hospitality begin to soothe 
Unsocial Rapine, and the thirst of blood. 
As from his tmnid ora when Nilus spreads 
His genial tides abroad, the iavonr-d soil 
That joins his fruitful border, first imbibes 
The kindly stream : anon the bounteous god 
His waves extends, embracing Egypt round. 
Dwells on the temuog ohampaigo, and endows 
The sleeping grain with irigonr to attire 
In one bright harvest all the Pharian plains : 
Thus, when Pygmalion from Phoenician Tyre 
Had banish'd Freedom^ witli disdainful steps 
Indignant Commerise^ tarmng from the widls 
Herself had rais'd, her welcome sway enlarged 
Among the nations, spreading round the globe 
The fruits of all its climes; Cecropian '° oil. 
The Thracian vintage, and Fauchaian gums, 
Arabia's spices, and the golden gnda 
Wliich oU Osiris to his Egypt gave, 
And Ceres to Sicania Thou didst raise 
The' Ionian name, O Commerce ! thou the domes 
Of sumptuous Corinth^ and the ample round 

Of Syracuse didst people. All the wealth 

Now then assembleat from Iberii^s mines. 
And golden-channeird Tagus, all the spoils 

>^ Atheiiiaii. Athens ms called Cecropia^ from Cecropt 
Haarstldng. 

" SicOy. ? 
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From fair Trinacria'^ wasted, all the powers 
Of conquered Afiic's tributary realms^ 
To fix tby empire on the Lybian verge^ 
Thy native tract ; the nymphs of Nysa hail 
Thy glad return, and echoing joy resounds 
0*er Triton's sacred waters, but in vain : 
The irreversible decrees of Heaven 
To far more northern regions had ordain'd 
Thy lasting seat : in vain the* imperial port 
Receives the gathei d riches of the world ; 
In vain whole climates bow beneath its rule; 
Behold the toil of centuries to Rome 
• Its glories yield, and mouldering leaves no trace 
Of its deep-rooted greatness ; ti^on vrith tears 
From thy extingush'd Carthage didst retire. 
And these thy perished honours long deplore. 
What though rich Oades'^, what though polish'd 
Rhodes, 

With Alexandria, Egypt's splendid mart, 

The learn'd Massyliaus and Ligurian^* towers; 
What though the potent Hanseatic league, 
And Venice, mistress of the Grecian isles, 
With all the* iEgean floods, awhile might soothe 
The sad remembrance; what though led through 
climes 

And seas unknown, with thee the' adventurous sons 
Of Tagus pass'd the stormy cape, which braves 

Another name of Sid ly, which was frequently ravaged 
by the Carttiagimans. 
'3 Cadiz. 

'4- Marseilles, a Grecian colony, the most civilized as well a» 
the greatest trading city of ancient GaoU 
'5 Genoa. » 
»6 The Portuguese discovered the Cape of Good Hope in 14S7. 
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The huge Atlantic; what though Antwerp grew- 
Beneath thy smiles, and thon propitious there 
Didst shower thy blessings with uosparing hands a 
Still on thy grief-indented heart impressed 
The great Amilcar's valour, still the deeda 
Of ^dmbal and Mago^ still the loss 
Of thy unequal, Annibal, remained: 
Till from tlie sandy mouths of echoing Rhine, 
And sounding margin of the Scheldt and Maese^, 
With sudden roar the angry voice of War 
Alarm'd thy languor; wonder tum'd thy eye* 
Lo ! in bri|i;ht arms a bold militia stood^ 
Arranged for battle : from afar thou saw'st 
The snowy ridge of Appenine, the fields 
Of wild Calabria, and Pyreue's hills, 
The Guadiana, and the Doro's banks^ 
And rapid Ebro gathering all their powers 
To crush this daring populace, the pride 
Of fiercest kins:s with more entlam'd revenge 
Ne'er menaced freedom ^ nor^ since dauntless 
Greece^ 

And Rome'sstem offspring, none hath e*er surpassed 

The bold Batavian'^ in his glorious toil 
For liberty, or death. At once the thought 
Of long-lamented Carthage flies thy breast^ 
And ardent, goddess, thou dost speed to save 
The generous people. ' Not the vernal showers^ 
Distilling copious from the morning clouds, 
Descend more kindly on the tender flower, 
New-bom and opening on the lap of Spriug^ 
Than on this rising state thy cheering smiley 
And animating presence ; while on Spain^ 
Prophetic thus^ thy indignation broke : 

>7 The Dutch, 
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* Insatiate race! the shame of polish'd lands 1 
Disgrace of Europe 1 for inhuman deeds 
And insalence renown'd ! what demon led 
Thee first to ploogb the nndiscoYei^d surgCy 
Which lav*d an hidden world ? whose malice taught 
Thee first to taint with rapine and with rage. 
With more than savage thirst of blood the ArtS| 
By me for gentlest intercourse ordaia'd| 
For mntnal aids^ and hospitable ties 
From shore to shore ? Or, that pemiciocn honr, 
Was Heaven disgusted with its wondrous works. 
That to tliy fell exterminating hand 
The' immense Peruvian empire it resigned. 
And all, which lordly Montesmm'® away'd? 
And com*8t Ihon^ strengthened with the ahiniqg 
stores 

Of that gold-teeming hemisphere, to waste 
The smiling fields of Europe, and extend 
Thy bloody shackles o'er these happy seats 
Of liberty? Presnmptnons nation, learn, 
From this dire period shall thy glories fade, 
' Thy slaughtered youtli shall fatten Belgium's sands. 
And victory against her Albion's clifis 
Shall see the blood-empnrpled ocean dash 
Thy weltering hosts, and stain the chalky shore : 
Ev'n those, whom now thy impious pride would bind 
In servile chains, hereafter shall support 
Thy weaken'd throne ^ ivben Ueaven*s afflicCao 
hand 

Of alt thy power despoils thee, when alone 

Of all, which e*er hath signalia^d thy name, 
Thy insolence and cruelty remain.' 

>9 Montezama, emperor of Mexico. 
VOL. II. M 



Digitized by Google 



I6d 



Blf8CELLAiaE8. 



Thas nvith her clouded visage, ivrapt in iirowiis^ 
The goddess threatei^d, and the daring tndn 
Of her nntam'd militia, torn witti wonndsy 

Despising fortune, from repeated foils 
More fierce, and braving famine's keenest rage^ 
At length through deluges of blood she led 
To envied greatness ; ev*ii vrtiile ctamorous Mars 
With loudest clangor Imde his trumpet shake 
The Belgian champaign, she their standard rear*d 
On tributary Java, and the shores 
Of huge Borneo ; thou, Sumatra, heard'st 
Her naval thunder, Ceyhm's trembling «ons 
Their fragrant stores of cinnamon resigned; 
And odour-breathiug Ternate and Tidore 
Their spicy groves. And Oh ! whatever coast 
Tiie Belgians trace, where'er their power is spread. 
To hoary ZemUa, or to Indian snns. 
Stilt thitfier be extended thy renown, 
O William, pride of Orange ! and ador'd 
Tiiy virtues ; which disdaining life, or wealtli. 
Or empire, whether in thy dawn of youth, 
Thy glorious noon of manhood, or the night. 
The fatal night of death '% no other care 
Besides the public own. And dear to fame 
Be thou, harmonious Donza j every Muse, ' 
Your laurel strow around this heroes urn. 
Whom fond Minerva grac'd with all her arts, 
Alike inltilttmandinannstosbhie, * * ' • 

^9 He was assassinated at Delf. HU d^iog worcU werej 
* Lord! have mercy upoathia people.' 



Janus Donza, a faraons poet, and the most learned man 
of his time. lie coromanUed in Leydcn wbeo il Wu 10 obsU* 
nately besieged by the SpauUrda in 1570. 



See Grot, de BelL Belg. 
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A dauntless mnm, and a learned bard. 

Him Spain's snrrounding bofttfor slaughter marked, 

With massacre yet reeking from the streets 

Of blood-staiu'd Harlem : 1^^ ou Leydea's towers 

With famine his companion, wan, sabdued 

In ontward Sam, with patient Tirtue stood 

fivperior to despair ; Ae iicavenly Nine 

His suffering soul with great examples chcer'd 

Of memorable bards, by Mars adorn'd 

With wreaths of fame ; (Eagros' tanefulaon^'i 

Who with melodious praise lo noblest deedi 

Charmed the Mchian heroes, and himself 

Their danger shar d ; Tyrtzeus", who reviv'd 

With aniiuating verse the Spartan hopes; 

Brave JEiScbyliis^^ and Sophocles around 

Whose sacred brows the tragie ivy twio'd, 

Mix'd with the warrioi^ laurel ; all surpass'd 

By Douza's valour; aud the geuerous toil, 

His and his country's labours soon receiv'd 

Theirhigh reward, when favouring commerce rais*d 

ybe invfaicible Batavian'S| tiU, rever'd 

Among the mightiest on tiie briglitest roll 

Of fame they shone, by splendid wealth and power 

Grac'd and supported : thus a genial soil 

Difiusing vigour tlirough the infant oak, 

Affords it strength to flonrish, till at last 

Orpbeas» one of UieilrgoiiaaU^ who set sail from lolchot, 

a town in Thessalin. 

Wheu Ihe Spartans were greatly distressed in the Messe- 
nian war, tbey applieri to the AUieniaiu for a geoeralf who aeni 
Ibein ibc poet Tyrt<eas. 

^3 iEachylus, one of tbe most ancient tragic poets, who tig* 
Dalized bitnself in tbL> battles of Marathon and SalAinif. 

^4 Sopbocles comtiiaoda4 bis couoUyiiieo, tjttt AlheoiaMy lo 
several ejipeditioDS. 
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Its lofty heady in verdant honours dad^ 
It rears amidst the proudest of die grove. 
Yet here Ifae* etenial fiites ttiy last retreat 

Deny ; a mightier nation they prepare 

For thy reception, sufferers alike 

By the* unremitted insolence of power 

From reign to reign^nor less than Belgium knowit 

For bold contention oft on crimson fields, 

In free-tongued senates oft with nervous laws 

To circumscribe, or conquering to depose 

Their sceptred tyrants : Albion, sea-embrac'd^ 

The joy of freedom, dread of treacheroos kings^ 

The destii^d mistress of the subject main. 

And arbitress of Enrope, now demands 

Thy presence, goddess! It was now the timep 

Ere yet perfidious Cromwell dar'd profane 

The sacred senate, and with impious feet 

Tread on the powers of magbtrates and laws, 

While every arm was chillVi with cold amaze, 

tior one in all that dauutless train was found 

To pierce the ruffian's heart ; and now thy name 

Was heard in thunder through the' affrighted shores 

Of pale Iberia, of submissive Gaol, 

And Tagus, trembling to bis utmost source. 

O ever faithful, vigilant, aud brave. 

Thou bold assertor of Britannia's fame, « 

Unconquerable Blake i propitious Heaven 

At this great era, and the sage decree 

Of Albion's senate, perfecting at onee 

What by Eliza was so well begun, 

So deeply founded, to this favoured shore 

The act of navigation. 
^ Qtieen Elizabeth was the first of cor princes, ^ho gate 
say couAiderahie eucooragemeDt to trads* 
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The goddemi drew, where gratefid she liestQw'd 

The' unbounded empire of her fiitber^s floods. 

And chose thee, London, for her chief abode ; 

Pleas'd with the silver Thames, its gentle Btseamf 

And smiling banks^ its joy-diffusing hills, 

WUch dad witii splendotir, and with beauty grac'd^ 

O*erlook his lucid bosom ; pleas'd with thee. 

Thou nurse of arts, and thy industrious race ; 

Pleas'd with their candid manners, with their fre^ 

Sagaeions conTerae, to iuquiry led, 

And zeal for knowledge ; hence the opening nuiut 

Resigns its errors, and unseals the eye 

Of blind opinion ; merit hence is heard 

Amidst its blushes, dawning Arts arisen 

The gtoomjr cloads winch ignorance or fear 

Spread o^er the paths of Tirtae are dispetl'd, 

Servility retires, and every heart 

With public cares is warm'd ; thy merchants hence^ 

Illustrious city, thou dost raise to fame. 

How many names of gloiy may'st thou trace * 

From earliest annals down to Barnard's^ times I 

And, O ! if like that eloquence divine, 

Which forth for commerce, for Britannia's rights^ 

And her insulted majesty he pour'd, 

These hamble measores flow'd, then loo tiqr nvaUa 

Might midisgrac'd resound thy poet's name ; 

Who now, all-fearful, to thy praise attunes 

His lyre, and pays his grateful song to thee. 

Thy votary, O Commerce ! Gracious Power^ 

Continue still to hear my vows, and bless 

My hononrable industry, which courts 

No other smile bnt thine y for thoa alone 



.^7 Sir Joha BarosnU 
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Caift t wieaKh bestow with iBdependnee crowB'd. 

Nor yet exclude contemplative repose. 
But to my dwelling grant the solema calm 
Of learned leisure, never to reject 
The viskatkm of thotmiefiil maid^ 
.Who setdom deign to leave iheir sacred haants^ 
And grace a mortal mansion; thou divide 
With them my labours; pleasure I resign^ 
And, all devoted to my midnight lamp. 
E'en now, when Albion o*er the foaming breast 
Of groanmg Tethys spreads its tfareateiring fleets^ 
I grasp the sounding shell, prepar d to sing 
That hero's viUour^ who shall best confound 
His injured country's foes; ev'n now I feel 
Celestial fires deseending oo my teeast^ 
Which prompt thy daring suppliant to explore. 
Why, though deriv*dfrom Neptane, though rever'd 
Afloong the nations, by the gods endowed, 
Thou never yet from eldest times hast found 
One permanent abode : why ofk exfieU'd, 
Thy fiiyonr'd seats, from dime to dime hast borne 
Thy wandering steps ; why London late hath seea 
(Thy lov'd, thy last retreat), desponding care 
O'ercloud thy brow : O listen,, while the Mose^ 
The' immortal progeny of Jove, unfolds 
The fiital cause* WiM time in Nysa% cave 
The' ethereal train, is honour to thy sire, 
Shower'd on thy birth their blended gifts, tlie power 
Of war was absent ; hence, unUess'd by Mars^ 
Thy sons relinquish^ arms, on other arta 
Intent, and still to mereraary hands 
The sword intrusting, vainly deem*d that wealth 
Could purchase lasting safety, and protect 
Unwarlike freedom hence the Alps in vain 
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Were pass'd^ their long impenetrable snows. 
And dreary torrente j swoln with Roman dead, 
Astonish'd Trebia^^ overflow'd its banks 
In vaioi and deep-dy'd Trasiraenus roU'd 
Its crimsoD waters ; Cannse's signal day 
The iame alone of great Aniilcar*8 son 
Enlarged, while still undiscipliu'd, dismayed, 
Her head commercial Carthage bow'd at lust 
To military Rome; the' unaltered will 
Of Heaven in every climate hath ordain'd, 
And every age^ that empire shall attend 
The sword, and steel shall ever conquer gold. 
Then from thy sufferings learn; the' auspicious hour 
Now smiles ; our wary magistrate;3 have arm'd 
Oar hands ; thoa, goddess ! animate oiur breasts 
To cast inglorious indolence aside. 
That once again, in bright battalions ranged, 
Oar thousands and ten thousands may be seen 
Their coimtry s only rampart, and the dread 
Of wild ambition* Mark tlie Swedish hind^ 
He on bis native soil, should danger lour, 
Soon from the entrails of the dnsky mine 
Would rise to arms ; and other fields and chiefs 
With Heisiogburg^^andSteinbochsoonwooldsbare 
The admiration of the northern world : 
Helvetia's bills behold, the* aerial seat 
Of long-supported liberty, who thence, 

^ TVebltt IVasliueiiot Lftciu» and CaniHe, famous for the 
victoriet gained by Haiuiibat over the Ronuma. 

^ Helsiogbarg, a small town ia Sehooemt celebrated for the 
victory which CcHiDt Steinboch gained over the "Dsknea, with an 
army for the most part composed of Swedish peasauis^who had 
never seen an enemy before; it Is remarkable, that die defeated 
troops were aa complete a body of regobur forces as any In all 
Sarope» 
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Securely resting on ber faithful shield, 
The warrior's corselet flaming on her breast, 
liooks dovm witii scorn oo spadoas realms, wbicb 
graaii 

In servitude aroimd ber ; and ber swotf 

With dauntless skill high brandishing, defies 
The Austrian eagle, and imperious Gaul. 
And 0 1 could those ill-fated shades arise, 
Whose valiant ranks along tb^ eiisanguin'd dost 
Of Newbnry lay crowded, tbey conhl telt. 
How their long-matchless cavalry, so oft 
O'er hills of slain by ardent Rupert led, 
Wiiose dre^diBd standard Victory had wav*d, 
Till then trinmpbant, tiiere with noblest blood 
From tbeir gor'd squadrons dy'd tbe restive speat 
Of London's firm militia, and resigned 
The well-disputed field ; then goddess, say, 
Shall we be now more timid, when, behold. 
The blackeningstorm now gathers round our heada, 
' And England's angry genius sounds to arms? 
For thee, remember, is tlie banner spread; 
The naval tower to vindicate thy rights 
Win sweep the curling foam : the thundering bomb 
Will roar, and startle in tbe deepest grots 

30 The London tnihi4Mild, and an&iUary reglmcnlsfof whoie 
inexperience of danger, or any kind of aervice^ ixyond the caiiy 
practice of their poatnrea in the Artlllery-Groand, had till then 
too clieap an estimation), beliaved themaelvei wonder; and 
were, in tnith, the preaervation of thai army that day. For 
tfa^ atood as a hnlwark and rampire to* defend the rert; an^ 
when their wing^ of hone were aeattered and diqiened, Icept 
their gionnd ao steadily, thai ihoogfi Frinoe Ropeit himself led 
np the choice horae to cbargie them» and endured tbe storm of 
smaU abot» tie conid make no impreaaion on their stand of 
pilEea: hat was forced 4o wlieeL ahont. Claremf. Tr 
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Old Nereus' daughters ; with combustion stor'd^ 
For thee our dire volcanos of the main. 
Impregnated with horror^ soon will pour 
Their flaming nrin roond each hostile fleet : 
Thou flien, great goddess ! summon all thy powers^ 
Arm all thy sons, thy vassals, every heart 
Inflame: and you, ye fearKlisclaiming race^ 
Ye mariners of BritaiOy chosen train 
Of liberty and commerce, now no more 
Secrete your generous valour ; hear the call 
Of injur'd Albion ; to her foes present 
Those daring bosoms, which alike disdain 
The death-disploding cannon, and the rage 
Of warring tempests, mingUug in their strife 
The seas and clouds ; tboogb long in silence hasVci 
Hath slept the British thundery though the pride 
Of weak Iberia hath forgot the roar ; 
Soon shall her ancient terrors be recali'd, 
When yoor victorious shouts affHght her shores : 
None now ignobly will your warmth restrain^ 
Nor hazard more indignant valour's curse, 
Their country's wrath, and time's eternal scorn. 
Then bid the furies of Bellona wake, 
And silver-mantled peace with welcome steps 
Anon shall visit your triumphant isle. 
And that perpetual safety may possess 
Our joyous fields, thou, genius, who presid'st 
O'er this illustrious city, teach her sons 
To wield the noble instruments of war; 
And let the great example soon extend 
Through every province, till Britannia sees 
Her docile millions fill the martial plain : 
Then, whatsoever our terrors now suggest 
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Of desolatioii, and tbe' iavadiDg «woni; 

Though with his massy trident Neptiine heav'd 
A new-born isthmus from the British deep^ 
And to its parent-continent rejoin'd 
Our chalky shore ; thongh Mahomet could league 
His powerfiil crescent with the hostile Gaol, 
And that new Cyrus of the conqner'd eas^ 
Who now in trcmbhng vassalage unites 
The Granges and Euphrates, could advance 
With his auxiiiar-host ; our warlike youth 
With equal nombers and with keener zeal 
For children, parents, friends, for England fir^d^ 
Her fertile glebe, her wealthy towns, her laws, 
Her liberty, her honour, should sustaiu 
The dreadfoi onset, and resistless break 
The* immense array : ttns e'en the lightest thought 
E'er to invade Britannia's calm repose, 
Must die the moment that auspicious Mars 
Her sons shall bless with discipline and arms j 
That exird race, in superstition nurs'd^ 
The servile pnpUs of tyrannic Rome, 
With distant gase despairing, shall bdiold 
. The guarded spleuilours of Britannia's crown ; 
Sfill from their abdicated sway estranged, 
With all tlie' attendance on despotic thrones. 
Priests, ignorance, and bonds ; with watchful step 
Gigantic Terror, striding round our coast, 
Shall shake his gorgon-aegis, and the hearti 

3* If the cnmpniation, which allots near two millions of fight- 
ing men to this kingdom, may be relied on, it is not easy to 
conceive, how the united force of the whole world coQid assem^ 
ble together, and subsist in an enemy's country, greater numbcrt 
than they wooid find opposed to them here. 
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Of proudest kings appal ; to alter shores 
Our angry fleets, when insolence and wrongs 
To arms awaken our vindictive power. 
Shall bear the hideous waste of ittlhless warf 
Bat liberty, secority, and fame^ 
Shall dwell for ever on oar chosen plains. 



r 

ADMIRAL HOSIERS GHOST. 

As near Porto-Bello lying 

On the gently-swelUng flood, 
At midnight with streameifrflying 

Our triumphant navy rode ; 
There while Vernon sat all-glorious 

From the Spaniards' late defeat : 
And bis crews, with shouts victorioas^ 

Drank snccess to Esghuid*s fleet : 

On a sudden, shrilly sounding, 

Hidcfons yells and shrieks were heard^ 
Then each heart with fear eonfeanAng, 

A sad troop of ghosts appear'd, 
All in dreary hammocks shrouded; 

Which for winding-sheets they wore, 
And with looks by sorrow clouded 

Frowning on that hostile shore. 

On them gleamed the moon's wan lustre^ 
When the shade of Hosier brave 

His pale bands was seen to muster. 
Rising from their watery grave ; 
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0*er tbe glimmering wave he hied liim^ 

Where the Baiford rear'd her sail, 
Willi three thousand ghosts beside hiniy 
And in groans did Vernon tiaii;-^ 

^ Heed, O heed, our fatal stoiy, 
I am Hosier^ iojor'd ghost: 

You, who now have purchased glorj 

At this place where I was lostf 
Though in Porto-Bello's ruin 

Yon now triumph free from fearv; 
When yon think on onr nnrfoing, 

You will mix your joy with tears. 

« See these moornfiil spectres sweeping 

Ghastly o'er this bated wave, 
Whose wan cheeks are stain*d with weephig^ 

These were English captains braves 
Mark those numbers pale and horrid^ 

Those were once my sailors bold ; 
Lo, each hangs his drooping forehead, 

Wiiile his dismal tale is tokL 



^ I, by twenty sail attended. 

Did this Spanish town affright; 
Nothing then its wealth defended 

But my orders not to fight: 
O ! that in this rolling ocean 

I had cast them with disdain, 
And obey'd my heart's warm motion, 

To have queU'd the pride of Spain! 
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For resistance I could fear none. 

Bat with twenty ships had done 
What thoo^ brsLve and happy VefnoQt 

Hast atcbiev'd with six alone* 
Then the Bastimentos never 

Had our foul dishonour seen, 
Kor the sea the sad receiver 

Of this gallant train had been. 

' ThuSy like thee, proud Spain dismaying. 

And her galleons leading home; 
Though condemn'd for disobeyinj^ 

I had met a tnutor's doom* . 
To have fUlen, my country crying 

He has play'd an English part, 
Had been better far than dying 

Of a griev'd and broken hearts 

^ Unrepining at thy glory. 

Thy snccessfnl arms we hail; 
But remember our sad story. 

And let Hosier's wrongs prevail : 
Sent in this foul clime to languish, 

Think what thousands fell in vain^ 
Wasted with disease and anguish^ 

Not in glorlons battle slsSau 

' ' Hence with all my train attending, 

From their oozy tombs below, 
Through the hoary foam ascendiog^ 
Btere I feed my constant woe; 
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Here the Bastimentos viewing, 
We recal our shamefdl d<K>iii) 

And our plaintive cries reDewing, 
Wander through the midtiight gloom. 

' O'er these waves for ever moiiruiug 

Shall we roam deprived of rest^ 
If to Britain's shores returning 

Yon neglect my just request; 
After thb proud ft« snbdwng, 

When yoni patriot friends you see, 
Think on vengeance for my ruin, 

And for England sham'd in me.' 



FINIS. 



WhiUintrhaiii au'l Rowland, Printeiv, G<)sw«ll Street, LoQclon. 
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